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1* N what terms Chal we lament the cafe, 


or the Meet, of our irreligious negligence, 
with regard to the Supper of our Lord ? That 
an inſtitution of ſo much purity, ſimplicity 
and importance, ſhould 'be involved in any 


difficulty, is a ſtriking proof of the corrup- 


tion of the heart But neither the enthuſiaſm 
nor ſuperſtition ; the tyranny nor worldly: po- 
licy, which occaſions the ſeparation of Chri- 


tian nations, or communities, comes home 


to us, ſo near as the ignorance and negli- 
gence, which operate on each other, both as 
cauſe and effett : In this enlightened age, in 


this enlightened country, they. erect their 


banners in full diſplay, and Ju" and vice 
march together 16 

The magnitude of the ar is apparent: : 
whether among the great or little vulgar, we 


need only appeal to the number of inhabi- 
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tants in a parith, 9 * age of fifteen, and . | 


count the few who are ſeen at the altar! 


To have attempted a detail of argument, 


Fin regular order, with à view to prove 


how. ignorant and negligent the great majori- 
ty of the people is become, would be as 
fruitleſs, as unneceſſary. © Thoſe in whoſe 
ſervice I engage my pen, ſtand arraigned, 
and as believers in Chrift, are ready to 

plead guilty. The evidence of the facts are 
indiſputable; but the tranſgreſſors do not 
conſider what puniſhment they ſubject them- 
ſelves to. It is for want of conſideration they 


continue to act ſo fooliſhly and madly. 


My deſign is, by exhortation and admonition, 
and a variety of argument, drawn from the 
common ſenſe of mankind, as well as the Ola 
and New Teſtament, to point out the groſs in- 
gratitude, and extreme folly, with-the dread- 
ful danger, of neglecting the Supper of our 
Lord! By giving my reader juſt impreflions, 


oF hope to induce him to con/ider, what will be 


the end of ſuch a conduct! This being the 
deſign and bent of every Section of this work, 


| ſome of the diviſions are more argumenta- 


tive; others pathetic ; every one I hope will 
5 ſerve 
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190 as a iind leſſon. To inſtruct the i igno- 
rant; to rouze the .unwary ; and ſtrike the 
perverſe with awe, ſeems to be the only way 
to inſpire them with ws auler of Aer 

men. 
I have e to ile my Roe oa | 
as well as words: familiar, and maintain my 
doctrine on the ſolid ground of the ſacred 
writings, without advancing any crude. or 
viſionary conceit. Amidſt the finical unman - 
lineſs of our times, many talk of things, of 
which they have no juſt idea, nor moral ſen- 
ſibility: and are often — to call things 
by falſe names. | 
My object is to oa how: far the _ "XR 
ſtitution of the Chriſtian ſacrifice is eſſential 3 
to our religion as Chriſtians : — what are its 
proper effects on the mind: — and in what 
light we ought to conſider it. Many have 
bewildered themſelves by reaſoning tos much, 
and others by not reaſoning at all; while 
the great majority, by their diſobedience, are 
guilty of high treaſon againſt the majeſty of -Y 
the Redeemer of the world. "Thoſe who are, | 
and thoſe who are not qualified for diſputa- 


S;2 - tion 
a8 - 
2 
.* 
* 
N 
# 
* 


* 


8 4 hg 4 a Shane Ad. a 2 R IM —. FER | 
. ho RN et Lo RT "= ö 3 
k : * Fes ETA Vee) "> 5 3 Ex 
= 2 9 3 a TAB 5 
r \ : 7 RS o OT RE << A 
MY 55 EC” + 1 e 
5 7 * y . * * 2 * o OE Ee: LL » 4 
7 * a n 4 3 
I * 1 Na. *. . * * 
. 4 A 1 * e 7 
* F | 2 
Fa, q x N 
* * Y 
7 2 
37 2 : 
* 2 


lion ſhould ay es that tle duly 
required, ariſes from a poſitive inflitution of di- 
vine authority, from which there is no appeal. 
If it is enjoined, under the penalty of the 
| tranſgreſſor s * having no part in the Saviour 
e the world -* If in him only, we who know 
his will, can be ſaved; it follows, that thoſe 
who diſobey this ſacred injunction, are in a 
Hate of perdition! If this is not a ſubject for 
the pen of a Chriſtian, layman, or clergyman, the 1 5 
ſlones will preach againſt our ignorance and 
ingratitude! Shall a people, the mo/t know _ 
ing in the world, and I will venture to ſay,: 
in many inſtances the moſt virtuous, be diſ- 
tinguiſhed above all others for ignorance, ad | 
ingratitude; — ingratitude to their Redeemer, 
and their God? W hat, in the name of the fa | 
cred energy. of our faith in Chriſt, is the n- 
gligence of the great majority with reſpect to 
this command of our bleſſed Lord? what is 
it but rank ingratitude ; and, as the celebrated 
Lord Bacon poetically obſerves, If ingra- 
titude is not puniſhable here below, it is re- 
ſerved for the furies. I have ſomewhere 
read of a man, ſo haughty and baſe in diſpo- 
ſition, that he even murd: red the man to 
| whom 
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whom he was FRY moſt highly a; on no - 
other principle than to remove from his fight” 
the perſon whoreminded him of his former in- 
digence, and the ſuperiority of his benefactor. 
A prudent man may find ſufficient reaſon to 
avoid the intimacy of one to whom he happens 
to be obliged, if his benefactor is dangerouſſ 
dz ꝓvoicted but as to a virtuous man, what pleg= | © 
furt, what joy can exceed the meeting his eye? 5 
By parity of reaſon, how doth the Chriſfian 
ſtand, in . GY with the agua of man- 
kindy/ > 18 
We may wh adi turn aber our r fen 
wills, but the mind can acquire 7, only as 
the paſſions and appetites are rendered ſubſervi- 
ent to reaſon and religion; not by the force 
of apathy, but a vigorous conviction, and firm. 
dependance on the great author of nature, 
with a lively hope of a happy immortality * 
What elſe can calm the anxious bodings of 
the heart of man? BE, : 
Of all the virtues of the human foul, none 
ſeem to ſtrike the native generoſity of the 
heart. ſo forcibly, as gratitude for benefits re- 
ceived; and the greater the benefit, the more 
exalted will be the gratitude, Nothing can: 
barmonize ſo much with the humility of a de-- 
a. 3 8 


* 


pendant creature, a8 ag and. no OY, 4 
tue conſtitute a more eſſential part of the 
true devotion of a Cbri e, to his Fe NY 
and Redeemer. . . 
That thoſe WhO the. in  tranſereſion. 
=_ Sale flatter themſelves with impunity, is 
_ 15 5 4 proof of infatuation: but teachers of the 1 — 
| 1 * Goſpel of Chriſt, and his. true. Aiſciples,, 
_—_— + Jean never give up a point of ſuch high im- 
=_ 13 to their calling, while they have 
LES » any language to give their thoughts a voice „ 
| It is not to be imagined they can ſuddenly. 
reform, and render us true Chr: Mians, by 
means of this doctrine, were they to preach- 
on no other ſubject; but it mult ſtrike- 
3 every thoughtful man, who has a ſenſe of his 
religion as a Chriſtian, that without: ſuch ap- 
| | plication, they will never awaken the indolent, 
nor poſſeſs the careleſs with a juſt ſenſe of 
their condition. A frequent or continued re- 
petition of this doctrine is become abſolute- 
1y neceſſary; to obſerve is the criterion to- 
judge of our chriſtianity. This ſeems to be 
the grand engine of That ſpiritual warfare: 


l which the clergy are e engaged. to n on. 
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"Can any propoſition his more re ſelf-evident, Tr 
2 than that thoſe who refuſe to remember Cbri 4 

in the manner he hath. commanded, "muſt 
either believe that he never ſpoke any ſuch ' 
words; that he left no ſuch injunction; or 


that he will diſpenſe with the breach of i it! 8 


peal to the ſentence of common ſenſe, if this 
be not di/ingenuous and evaſive, an impious ST 
neglect of duty, and rank rebellion in the 
Saviour of the world ? 15 

It was an additional motive to me, to em- 


ploy ſome of my leiſure hours, in commit- 


ting my thoughts to writing, on this ſubject, Th 
that I have lately been in ſeveral parts of a 


| Germany, where I converſed with Lutheran 


and Calvinift clergymen, not on doctrinal di- 
Hiinctions, but on the economy and diſcipline of 
their churches, On my return home, 5 « 


85 ſought for. opportunities of diſcourſe with in- 
genious perſons of my own church, on the ſub- 


ject of my remarks : but it was of more con- 
ſequence to the object I had in view, to 


| converſe with the illiterate, whoſe ignorance 


{ knew kept them from the Supper F our Lord, 


[ bave been aſtoniſhed to find many, eu 


4 


In either caſe, are we. not conſtrained to * . * 3 
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4 Enorant, and no leſs inattivtior to this: ' 
part of their religion. If the defect were 
peculiar to thoſe who have not had the ad- 
vantage of a liberal education, we might 
have more ſolid ground to hope, that chri/tia-- 
nity would recover its due energy and influ-- 


ence; but alas! numbers of the ſuperior cla 5 
ſes, act as if N werd little acquainted with- 


their religion: they do not cany. "their 
thoughts into the conſequences of their con- 


duct; nor reflect, that in proceſs of time, 2 
in the ſame degree that they violate this ſa" "2 
cred law, their worldly proſperity will de- 
celine. What is national decay, but the de- 
clenſion of religion, and with it, the com- 
fort, peace, and freedom, in the poſſeſſion of 
Which individuals might live? The puniſh- 
ment will follow the crime, as naturally 
as the rod falls on the backs of fools; 


Thoſe who are not guided by reaſon,. are 


conſtrained by force,. that the peace of the 


world may be preſerved. Wet us implore. 
the mercies of heaven, and turn from he” | 
error of our ways! 

If we trace our unquietneſs, . our want of: 
diſcipline ; our hoſtile conduct towards each. 
other ; I have not the leaſt doubt, but that we 

ſhall: 


14 8 


mal diſcover bus Run to ke; in h ate * 


of the due commemoration” of the Chritian 
ſacrifice. We could not go to the Table of 


our Lord, with malice =o hatred i in our 
hearts. A „„ © KS” 2 0 * 435 1 * . 


fathers were, is not the queſtion"; but how much 


we fall ſhort öf that purity, which diſtin- 


guiſhes the religion of Chris. The injunc- 


tion to ** ſet our Meckiant on things above, not 
derſtood than practiſed, comprehending every 


thing which promotes virtue, or alienates 
the mind from God. As a Chri tian precept, 
it can never loſe ſight of this commemorative. 
ſacrifice, Nor is it les obvious, that if we. 


diſcriminate objects, and ſee how the vanity 


of the heart, in trifling circumſtances, di- 
verts the thoughts from the manly, the ten- 


der, and the benevolent duties of life, we can 


never forſake our intereſt in ſo eſſential a 
point. The luſtre of all that is beautiful 
in life, is tarniſhed by negligente in religious 


Concerns, though not always 1 in the ſame de- 


gree, as by fins of commiſſion - but the omif- 


on of a 92210 fo characteriſtical of our be- 


lief 


Whether we art more wick than our. en 


| 5 


lief in win, 1 a . between us | 
and the proſpect of immortal glory! 1 
To thoſe who are in a childiſh, or an iniqui-. 
tous train of life, whether they claſs with the 
great or little vulgar, this book will, bt. the, 
firſt view, appear as a pious declamation; 
the amuſement of à ſober mind, or per- 
chance the ebullitions of enthuſiaſm. Let 
them examine it further, and judge candidly, 
and they will diſcover, that their own neglect, 
of the Sacrament.' of our Lord's Supper, is an 
irrefragable proof of their moral inſanity, 
if they will aſk themſelves this ſober queſ- 
tion, How is the religion of Ghrift to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed, if not by the means which Chrift. | 
himſelf hath appointed? But am I ſure the. 
| particular means in queſtion is the only true. 
one? As ſure as that I believe the New Te efla— 
ment is a faithful record of his declaration — as 
ſure. as That in every religion, ſomething. 1. 
to be done to diſtinguiſb à peculiar faith. But 
may not ſomething beſides, be done as well? 
The anſwer reverts to the ſame, point. No- 
thing of any other kindor quality ; no other thing 
in nature, can be done to anſiver the ſame end; for 
this plain reaſon, that we cannot ſhew forth our” 
8 1 baths 


3 8 
„ue do not perform the v6 

; thing he ſo particularly euren. 

As to the modes of faith, in Which a 


nrofelſyls have reaſoned: themſelves out of 


the plain common ſenſe of the ſeriptui 


whe: are diftinguiſhed-i in yy profeſling the 
national religion, or any other in cloſe affinity 


with it, yet neglecting this injunction, we ſhall 


generally find their taſte. is become frivolous ; 
their ſentiments and amuſements ch:/difþ, | or 

their conduct wicked: For want of a proper 
application of their time and thougbt, the en- 


ergy and ſimplicity which charaQterize chri- 


 flianity languiſh in their hearts. In the ſame 
degree as the ſoul is eſtranged from Chrif, 
the moral beauty of life will fade, and its __ 
nuine harmony become diflonant 


1 do not mean to enter into any 3 . 


or cynical proteſt, againſt the amuſements of 


life, theſe being conſiſtent with the preſer- 


vation of health, and morals, and religious 


"4 


z 


faith: I know they are necgſſary; but I wiſh 


to throw in my mite towards calling the 
mind back, to the important confideration in 
n and toaſk my fellow-ſubject, De you 


efteem 


7 * 


1 


 *fteem yourſel If an ATI rank 
and fortune be diſtinguiſhed by their trap= 
Pings; but . Virtus needs no outward Oe mY 
When} countenance is full of majeſty : the 
Proudeſt may reſpect her, and the moſt; pro» 
as ee *awed*in- her preſence. If we 
apply chis to Chriſtian duties, and compare 
theſe with the taſte ( and practices of the 
maſority, vyho poſſeſs the largeſt ſhare of 
_ worldly advantages; or to the extreme in- 
digent and ignorant, the features look diſ- 
torted; we cannot believe the Chriſtian and 
_ them to be one and the ſame perſon 
_ Thoſe who live in the pomp of life are 
j 8 often dazled by a falſe glare; their diſ- 
tinctions of the real worth of objects, 
is confounded. We have ſeen, of late 
years, many melancholy proofs. of the effects 
of woealtb, pride, ambition, madneſs. of heart, 
and the inſanity created by profligacy and 
diſſipation ] It is eaſy to diſcover how the 
whole maſs is leavened ; and although we 
behold numbers fall daily in the career of 
vice and folly, we alſo fee how Wie % the 
Mig take it te hm.. g 
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| 15 0 i the Gul” in FEY 
we muſt diſcipline and reftrain her deſires. 
The greater the means of gratifying her evil 
propenſities, the more pernicious is the ex- 
ample of thoſe who abuſe the tinduſs of pro- 
vidence. This ſpreads the contagion with 
virulence: many purchaſe by rapine, what 
they can come at, by no other means. 
Thus one vicious, opulent ſpendthrift, breeds f 
one hundred petty thieves, or robbern. 
To be mindful of things paſt, careful of 
things preſent,” and provident for things to. come; 
is deſcriptive of the properties of wiſdom 
according to one (a) who had experienced 
many viciſſitudes, and enjoyed ſufficient fali- 
tude, to recollect the vanities of life, In thoſe 
early days, perhaps the ſtandard of human 
vanity was not. erected ſo high. But let the 
compariſon of times be. what they may; the 
compariſon of wiſdom and folly will ſtand, 
when nature, and the material oi — 
ſink into oblivion! _ 

If we look into the rockin Wa 
ſhall find, in all ages, that men have been 


(a) Sir W. Raleigh. 


Bain of their ne, thay: en rer in 3 
tumliainmg their minds, and doing the work 


they were ſo evidently ſent into the world to 


. Perform... nt Nr can be drawn? 


live with the greater! care Und ain; ; 
B what logic, or no-reaſening, can this truth 


be bent, or tortured to any other ſenſe? We-- 


are apt to treat religion, as we do our civil lis | 
Berty. we propagate the diforders we complain 
of. Alas! how many fondly imagine, that re- 
ligion may exiſt without obexience to its poſis 
_ rive =; yo rtl Thus they go on in the neg- 

| Vigepice' I am now) complaining of. If the 


community cannot be ſupported by viceand _ 


ö extravagance : if the wiſdom and juſſice of the 
fuprem- Legiflator and Sovereign of the univerſe, 2 
cannot exiſt in the world, but as his authority 
is maintained: what is a community to ex- 
pect, if religion ceaſes to be the Bre obs 
ject of government: | 
Thanks to heaven, the evil is not univer- 
fat. Much piety and moral yirtue ſtill re- 


main mont © us 7 and ſome poliſped arts of 
5 manners 


wo 3 in | Sa as 


expedients to check the fergoid 7. ee | 
We are become civilized; but we. ceaſe; to 


talk the language. of truth, candour, and 
Chri iftian p urity. Who will now venture to 
tell a Wl « Madam, you trifle away, a large 
portion of the. years and months, the days. and 
haurs, for which you are accountable to God 


You ſpend a great part. of your . time, and. 


worldly goods, in filly dreſs, ſumptuous repaſty 


fanciful amuſement, and the variety ta which 


you ſeem. to be devoted. You rob yourſelf . of 


That portion of your time, which ought to be 


5 appropriated to books, prayer, charity, and ma- 
ternal tenderneſs,” to the fouls, as well as the bo- 


dies of your children ; n and relative an 
ties, and the love of your country 1 — Doth 1 77 'the | 


decay of your perſon remind you of mortality ; and 5 


the bell which ſounds the alarm, that Jer 
neighbour is departed, whether in 'the bloſſom, 
in the maturity of her charms, er in old: age; 
doth it not, I ſay, remind you, that you. are the 
very ſame kind of creature; and that nothing 15 
fo uncertain, as the duration of the life, of 
which you ſeem ſo little to underfland the value? 


Doth the brother, the friend, or even the 


. Age 


buſtand a dare aſk 1 ib Y 
Is it the faſbion even for the father to talk 
this language to his own children, after they 
are paſt their childhood? Doth he fear the 
retort of a conſcious departure from That 
philoſophic grandeur and dignity ; That 
_ . maſculine, firm, religious ſpirit, which-is the 
true emblem of liberty It is this which 
throws a gleam of glory round the head of |} 
the man, whilſt it exalts the Chriſtian with — 
3 pious confidence in immortality]. 
v8 To conſult the end of our Being, is the 5 
_ only means of making our ways pecans 
and our paths peaceful. And though we 
ſhould ſometimes /horten our days by a zea- 
Jous ſearch after immortal life, which very 
rarely happens, we ſhould as certainly be 
gainers by our loſs. — Is the ſoul immortal! _ 
1s the Chriſtian religion true! Am I not 2 
fool to neglect my duty? — It would be 
infamous flattery of the corruption of the 
heart, to ſay, that Cbriſtianity | is not a religi- 
on of ſelf-denial; If it did not militate againſt 
our corruption, corruption would triumph; 
HH and Chriſi would have died in vain, Where 
| 71 3 r is adopted, as an invariable 
BH | rule 


_— 


checked: the fooliſh and wicked 


> . wm * 
Q vv Q 

. E 1 
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5 xvii "' | 
rule of Ute, ay valty 110 wanton degree are 


nities of our ſenſes and' imagination! are 17 0 
| preſſed; and we ſo far avoid violations of 
duty, with regard to both worlds. 92 0 TOs 

Could we perſuade every one who pre- 


tends to patriotiſm, that the firſt object is che 
ſpiritual health of the people; and that if they 


live with a conſtant proſpect, desde WU 


eyes, of being happy i in a life to come, the ret * 


will be Wh" we ſhall Toon ſee more virtue, 5 
underflandin ing, peace, and 54 ppin 5 in the com- 
munity. | Let us blend But de and fhi- 
gion, acting as ſubjects to the great Soyekeign 
of the univerſe, and conduct ourſelves” in b 


this ſcene of trial, by the precepts of our Te- 
| ligion. This was handed down to us, for 
a purpoſe, which no refinement can invali- 

date, nor any political reaſoning cancel. In- 
deed, how is it poffible for any perſon to be 


a faithful guardian, to imprels the mind of 
his ward with a juſt ſenſe of religion, but as: 
he entertains a reverence and gratitude to. 


divine providence for the mercies ſhewn him ;. 
and above all, for the redemption of the works 


by the Son of God ? And how is ſuch reve- 
bz Fence: 
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f rence aha ee wi ec 1 ifhe turns | 
his back on the Ae of. the Redeemer of. 
the world? "ps, RB 
Henceforth ks take be mand. let 1 
: diflinQions ariſing from religion be oblite- - Ca 
rated: let us deny the import of _ 
*. » ſoul, as atteſted by the New Teſtament ! - 1 
Let us give full play to pride and 8 po 
and tear the work of Gad in pieces — Or, - | 
for ſhamie, become fair and candid, com- 
| 8 only where the heart and under - 1 
| ſtanding condemn. If we look forward to the 


ef our ways, and frequent the table of our 
Tera; profeſſing ourſelves believers in him. 
Let us not ſpend our years, few as they are, 

in finding ſo much fault in others, neg- 
lecting our duty to God, and ourſelves, . 
ö The only true foundation of our hopes of 
1 happineſs in either world, is to age our 
ſelves. | 
E What; is all the Glly buſtle, whac hes am- 
3 bitious motives to party rage, where Chri- 
 flianity has taken root in the heart What- 
ET ever carries with. it the moſt evident marks 


. a : 7 ; 
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life to come, we ſhall turn from the evil 0 


of honour, EL * juſtice, with! reverence. ts 


.. 


e I 
ever r did, or 


— See of genuine patriotiſm and* | 


It a a pro b 1 men ſelf-eviders * 


1 3. . the mean 


while the pr ſo ſub». 


>cepts of our faith being 


_ limey out purſuits muſt be adapted to the 


never find the 


dignity of them, or we 'e ſhall 
-bappy medium, nor recove 
Wer immoritcs, 0 3 

Let this principle be in de, and. our 
Sora will grow ing faith; in things ngt 
ſeen. We ſhall think ofthe aids derived from 


me Spirit which pervades all things, even the 


grace, or heavenly benediction we: pray for. We 
| ſhall then diſcover that obedience to the hi gh 
beheſt of heaven, in the command of the ” 4 


of God, is the ſupreme felicity of man: we 


hall teach our inferiors their duty, and learn 
what-it is to be worthy of a in. immarta- 
lit . - 
It was in obedience to his own principle, 
ur faith. in a ſuperintending power, that a, 
| _ heathen: 


es of deciſion, «gives. the — 


r the loſs we f u Rain Fig 2 


bf 


t this Were „Do th 5 
 brance of mee Was ever a Frontline f more 
pe with the kindneſs ofa friend, the love 


W 


of a father, and the mercy of a Gd! At 


what injunction or command ſhall we be 


Induced to obey, if not this ? And by obeying 


| 57 


this, will not peace yoo Soar fy hs ſoon 


reſto red? 


„ Gola ſtory, contained in the New | 
Teflament, has convinced many who were in- 


credulous, and ſome though perſuaded, were 


prophane. But 'whilſt the people in gene- 


ral attend ſo little to the remembrance of 
the founder of their faith, and manifeſtiy 

decline, to make their offerings at his altarz, 
| by what motive but ſear can they be go- 


verned on earth, or how can they expect any . 


favour in Heaven! ? To pray to Chri/t as an 
interceſſor and mediator at the throne of heu- 


ven to ſupplicate him as the Redeemer from 


fin, and death, and everlaſling puniſhment ; yet 
not pay him homage at his allars; cannot be 
reconciled to the common ſenſe of the mean- 
eſt peaſant, What is it leſs than mockery ? 


Tt is ſuch an offence to the majeſty of reaſon, 
that nothing but nin can exculpate It; -- 
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In N feſt a ages ef ur Eu Ge „ 


0 would not have aſſpeiated with ſuch 


offenders: as Chr Mians they would have re- 
vol ted againſt all acknowledgement, that per- 
ſons ſo conducting themſelves, could believe, 
In a national view, it -is obvious to me, 
that the foul ſtreams which. overwhelm the 
fair proſpect of our Ae TO ur che 
ſame ſource! +. 

Every deviation- FONG 74 Wale Fs un- 


warranted gratification of the paſſions or 


appetites, partakes of inſanity: but Bets, 
of the higher claſſes, are in a literal ee 


5 mad with refinements, as the vulgar are in 


rapine and violence. Even education and in- 


| firuftion, which exalt the powers of the mind, 
if not properly directed, and the true line 


drawn, between That which is good, in a 
religious ſenſe, and That which figures hi . 
in the world, theſe ſeeming advantages ſerve 
only to bewilder. | Accordingly . we find 


that many, who from their ſuperior birth and 


fortune, ſhould be the bet, are the worſt 
men, ang the worſt ſubjets i in the commu- 


But 
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ir me example lowing from theft, Reb Mid 
- *Ganſttous CI Knee "what 2 fta rel 
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his aga in prevents the Cmmüß y Prof 
Hig ra Avec, in the moſt ieee lh | 
andes of our politics and morals. Salutgry 
plans of poli ice become neceſſary, for the Teli- 
"glous amendment of the people. Tus e 
"quires the energy of government, which- Es can 
Week no cafe be exerted with ſo much hodflr | 
and propriety, as in the preſervation of the 
"lives and ue! of eee Mr An ex- 
pence 

| X Ag tu Exon % gp 
hey The _— of ſor priſans:ſor-folivvdayin- 
impriſonment, is become An eee ocαiñỹ-n- 


pence "that obſtruQs a , proviſion "TY Ty 


correction of the moſt e ee 


kind, letting them looſe to injure the inno- 
cent, wears the viſage of deſtruction. What 


are we to expect? If we did not believe in the 


religion of Chrift, good policy would A 
what ought to be done. 


From the ſame irrefolute habit ariſes the 


neglect of relative duties, on which the har 
mony of domeſtic life ann Evil grows 


out of evil, ſpreading its branches and obs, _ 
ſtrucking the light which religion ſo liberally, pats 
offers. And we may ſtill revert to the nego. 
het of our Lord's Supper; it is become a nation-" 
al calamity, threatening eternal defiruftian. 3 


Whether the freedom of my. ſentiments, or 
the language of my heart, will anſwer. the 


ſmall; ff part of the religious purpoſe I have 


in view, time will diſcover. ; Some men 


ed by falfeparſimony. Dr. Dodd, in u letter ke 


wrote me from Newgate, uſes theſe words, q 
« This ſcene of confuſion, blaſphemy and horror. 


- He never uttered truer words. Is this the way 


to reform the age? Priſons ſhould be ae 
Glent, and ana ſtrict * 
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ine the facts; and I Rank God, un de 
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Whatever line we take, religious, nor 0 
pulttical, a a decent regard to order and .axthes 
rity bein g preſerved, our pens ſhould be as free. 
as our thoughts, proyided our thoughts arg 


directed to, the honour: of God, and the 
ſaſety and ability of, our 
he 
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_ preſervative of the rights of human mature; 
| 2 MN ex great defender of our joys in this World 
= | ad the ſecurity of our happitieſs in the nexF. 
8 but when falſely uriderſtood, it bath often 

1 become the inſtrument of ſauery, 
8 moſt” "grievous oppreſſion ;| arming one — 
gainft another, by all the arts an 
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ances of enthuſiaſtic rage and ol,. 
The Saviour of mankind has > wr the 
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ent with the. dignity, of human nature, 
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— ee , 
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entertain the profligate, or him who is nat „ 
dient to the tent ad and Sovereign. P 4-5. 
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Let the nigffer feel the. author 2. which - 
God hath: put into his hands; and being 
himſelf a Chriſſian, entertain no dameflic, who 
abandons the altars of Chrift, fo far rejecting 

bis Saviour and Redeemer ; we ſhould ſoon 
ke the benefts it” would "erate to civil ſo- 
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the leaſt igelined w f e Rnd worſBIp'; "ba F 


a dare the Lower 292 as ; guided and proteBed. my 
2m do /nafen of OB grit article | 


hen; and in the 77 ve: perſuaſion 0 

of the Chriſti an faith, that ©" th morceÞ ij, put 
on immortalit e bz 2 lad, "3 ny debt fe" 
read, by thoſe 7 0 wh DP N | 


| afeard. rather s 7 . N 5 


dnrere flint deſi 7þ pal. 110 . Fo 
che lat havin been mn 

_ © engaged; may Ute in giving longer Ife 
Wy Yor rig rn Pon 1 iv ood, thirt 
1 ae | 


th aten 
"Bb" denen Pate to the ential 
- banckvof the eee 
„Ee that wiſhes to ts Al in | the f TY | 
exerciſe of their reaſon, and ND. Bly 
cemſider, that the mind can : 


eee wee, Wii 


dead of familiar i 
5 generality of readers 12 this 
dialogut, which 1 have choſen, will ere: the 

moſt uſeful. 

T have ranged through, the: moral, the » 

| giou the e par anole ins; 
. manner, which J hape will pleaſe. 3 2 
not the after only, but the ſervant alſo; and 
the. miſergſi as well as her mid. I have 11 8 
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ans, with, hs FO; their attendancg on che F 
Supper of gd © Lor 4% in conſequence, ol their | 
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of the Gre regt Father e 
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be loſt, and as the two volumes might be eaſily, 
bound! into one, it would remain as a more laſt- 
ing family book, 
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in Har Hearts, That grace of God which 
eſcends oh man, as furely as he ſecks the 
ſublime mercies, and obeys | the eternal Jaws: 
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1 have deſcanted on death, „ 


common to mortals; and a doctrine which | 


1 ought to be rendered | familiar. And as . 
is generally | more prevalent than pre· 


cept, I have preſented my reader with 2 
number of anecdotes, relating to the beha- 
viour of perſons in their laſt hours. An- 


tient ſtory has ſupplied me with many events | 


the compaſs of my own life, and experience, 


with many more; but the laſt are ſo diſ- 
guiſed, as not to give offence, either by the 


reproach, or the applauſe of characters. 


So far as I deem liberty eſſential to true ee : 


ligion, I have introd uced my thoughts on it, and 
the laws of human nature; not by viſionary 
4 Minerians, romantically ſubverſrve of all govern-. 


ment, but inculcating ſuch principles of obe 


dience, as harmonize with chriſtianity, and 
tend to preſerve civil and religious rights. © 


I have been copious on duelling, on Chri- 


frian principles, to'ſhew the diabolical origin 


of pride; the falſe refinements which intro- 
duce revenge, as a poliſhed art ; and the ſpilling 
of human blood, as if it were a frolic; prove. 
ing that the fantaſtical Jaws of age mili- 


the 


tate * the laws of Chrift; ; Al 
ok utc 
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pence Jöcker be the” die. 
nes öf Bali, It zs nöt half 1 Wentufy, fer 
the my Þ66k tc be found in the hands er 
CAM * b, wa "the" Bible. 8 h 
dr ir def M, A os A, WIG; 
rial iy fe Boot" But where te imaging. 
tion is deludeck by the 77% tolours in whit 
the odjects around us appear, it would Bea 
win thing to attempt to ednfine the — 
much more the middle or fuperior” clafſes 
read only the records of their faith; : and . 
ay of their hopet in a Hife to come N 
Reading is promoted by our daily püblick⸗ 
tions, in which one often finds inſtruction} 5 
but it is generally ſo b with politic 
lies, falſe ſentiments, and private ani 
they engender à brood" of falſe Principles und | 
vidious f ,, wk g 5 8 {O45 

This being the caſe, more Falten) R. 
great towns, what is the beſt expedient, 
« amidſt the vari ious: buſtle of reſort,” to 
check the "infidelity, 'ahd* bring the beeple 
@ a ſenſe of reli; ion 7 1 16, at the fame time, 


e preſent the" towth” of enthuſiaſm an 
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| Hei „ and feed the Nhe Shan of 
1 Prety, we may hope to preſerve her altars. 
— Boar ara Ante 1 e don 
| mand to | boldly, in the cauſe of hu 
manity had e by means of a book, in 
ſeveral parts enriched with the ſentiments 
of ſome of our beſt writers; the whole | be- 
Ing brought to the levfl of the moſt common Mm 
education; yet ſufficiently refined nl - = 
and engage the elegant reader. = 
In this age of brilliant fancy, and pi 
pawns joined to great knowledge of letters, 
it is not eaſy to pleaſe, If we preſerve the 
purity of our pens, and have a view to the 
great majority, to furniſh information in re- 
0 Agious and moral life, we muſt blend the 
, pious with the agreeable ; and while we try to 
tame the paſſions, keep our immortality in con- 
ſtant view! To be virtuous is the only means 
of acquiring all the ſolid comforts this world 
can give: for this we have the concurrent 
teſtimony of the wiſeſt and beſt men in all 
ages. Nothing can be ſo delightful to the 
foul, which ſees its dear companion daily 
decaying, and dropping into. duſt, as the pro- 
ſpedts og preſents. But ſuch is the per- 
nicious 
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a fooliſh idolatry; and offer incenſe to vanity 

and parade, with more zeal than the people 4-4 
ſhow for their country, or even their remem® 
brance of the Saviour of the world] Among 


IE FIVE 
1 a } 
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5 ate force a all the rho — 
pions employ in the ſervice - of mankindg 


may in "unnumbered" Caſes be eaſily fruf. 
trated, by thoſe who' fhould know * WA 
belongs to their religion. . 
The genius of our nation” carries us inte 
extremes, much more than is common to 
mankind in general. We render things in 
themſelves innocent and delightful, criminal 
by. an exceſs. Where a habit of diſfipation 
prevails, the muſician and the dancing maſter, 
engage a more ſerious attention, than the 


divine; and the dreſs of the head, takes up 33 
more time, $ than the Sale of the OED : — 


Thus 45 n nation may 1 W into 


nations leſs refined, we often diſcover more 


diſcipline, better diſtinctions of rank, with a 


more n limplicity of manners (4). ey [= 


3 d > Kite 5 The 


* 1 had lately an opportunity of remarking 
on the police of Hamburgb, how the female do- 
c meſtics 


5 


3 by 15 i 
5 „e inferior a among the an, 


Ter y 1 1 5 higher claſſes. "When, an 
N. N woman receives the Satrament | 
of our Lord's Su pper, ſhe MES her, hair 
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mefice 2 are | ante = a PE 1 8 — 2 3 
dreſs, fitted to their heads/ and they are obliged : 
to conform to it. Thoſe who have been nurſer, en- 
joy a pre-eminence,, by their caps being decorat- 
ed with gold lace. This: kind of mechanical 
humility, is the more eaſily ſupported, the dif- 
cipline of their church requiring a conformity: = 
There is no toleration, „ nor any worſhip, but in 
their own way, except under the roofs of foreign 

"miniſters, and one Anglican church allowed by an- 
tient compact. — Their labouring people are ſo 
ſtrict, they will not work in the evening preced- 
ing their receiving the ſacrament of.our Lord's : 
Supper. In general they dreſs in black, on this 
occaſion, particularly the higheſt and middling | 
claſſes, the women wearing vails. ; T They have 
alſo a partial kind of auricular confefion: how 
far it leans to popery, which they profeſs to 
8 abominate, I know not: perhaps it- differs not 
much from the Li iti ages of the Anglican 
church. 37 116 rod abt G6 200106 215 id 
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3 in three diviſions, hanging ther * 
her breaſt and back (0 8 


The occaſion of my OR ani. 


Row is of too ferious a nature to admit of. _ . 


any flattery. In our days, modeſty in attire, 


and ſobriety. in manners, may be accompanied. 


with the uſe of gold and precious ſtones, as 
marks of rank, or tokens of oppulency : but 
they are often proſtituted to pride and vanity. 


The pg . called Ruakers naps to imi-- 5 


1 f tate 


"a Theſe n women 1 . a alk 


| Nadz round their heads, ſometimes adorned 


with pearls. This antient uſage of diſheveled. 
locks, probably derives its origin from Sr. Paul's 
epiſtle to Timothy, in which he recommends to 
women, *©* modeſt apparel, ſhamefacedneſs, and 
ſobriety, and not to brotder” or plait ** their 
hair.“ He goes farther, for he warns them 
alſo not to wear gold, nor pearls; conſider- 


ing ſucly outward ornaments as inconſiſtent with 
: humility, and the une we virtues of 


a Chriſtian, _ 

The Lutherans and Calvinifts in Rua; when 
they receive, wear black. The Ruffans aſcribe 
a bleſſing to the conſecrated elements, foreign 
to the idea of a ſpiritual facrifice ; for, mixing 


the elements into a pap, they give it to infants. 


* the lively world, challenge a right of dreſ- 


ſing themſelves as they pleaſe; but they /howld 
not therefore pleaſe to dreſs their heads, nor 
their heels romantically, Cuſtoms change 
with. time and circumſt Ne; but the prin- 
ciples which St. Paul recommends to bis 
Chriſtian converts, admit not of ſueh ſuperb 
and laboured exactneſs. In point of policy, i it 
becomes the more pernicious to our man- 
ners, when it deſcends to  domeſlics, Lad = 
the lower claſſes of the People. In the early 
days. of chriſtianity, it was not thought 
agreeable. to the modeſiy, nor the bumility. ofa 
| Chriſtian woman; can it be ſo in this. age? 
A Apoſtle would have conſidered it as 
a proof, that her heart was ſo far eſtrang- 
et from the ſobriety and ſimplicity: of her 
religion. The decorations” of the head 
(a) may render it ſuſpected that the heart - 
is not e in its right place. If we 
. * 


(a) 15 all times we find: 11270 hive been ſub: 5 
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l clit the wie deſigns of providenſy: Y 
the diſtribution of the good things of life; 
we may coriclude, that reaſon will grow ſick; 

whew 1 8 N us dupes to fancy. By 

5 | | uch. 


| 1 | || 
theſe as 5 nn 
men, as it were, in contempt of noble ladies and 
gentlecuomen, theſe affecting the appendages of 
theatrical princeſſes, and even going beyond the 
tage repreſentation. We muſt grant that it is a 
fancy: but it is a moſt cumberſome and un- 
wieldy fancy, and may be literally called, a 
heavy poll-tax, or Burtben on heads. The poor 
lunatic, whoſe ſick fancy makes her believe: her- 
ſelf a guern, appearing with her head decorated 
With broken bruſbæuood, and with wheaten ens 
when followed. by a train of hooting boys, was 
formerly, not conſidered. as more extrayagantly 
dreſt, than a, fine modern lady might appear in 
thoſe days. Engliſb women excel all other in 
| cleanlineſs, and I believe in good ſenſe, and 
not leſs in 4% education: but under the 
ſanction of faſhion, or a temporary mode of 
decorating their perſons, they. now- wander 
wide from their true character. If one con- 
fiders the quantity of true or falſe; hair, with 


curls, as big as teleſcopes ; the or and cuſhions, 
and 


— 


1 


fuch e means, female. 
ver loſe part of their power, to 


: 10 heroic and mary. purſuits. | Wen WRT | 
8 N themſelves, g de e to be worth 
1 8 | . Os A 


| 8 wire pins; 5 800 . of; gauze via nb: 
banda the flowers, and diamond pins, and rows... 
of falſe or real pearls; or precious ſtones, with _ 
a multitude: of other articles, fet off i in wild. 


or regular confuſion, one might be tempted to. 
chink aur auen hu loſt their <vits.” How much 
more decent, confiftent, elegant, and attra dive; is. 
the native luſtre of the hair, when curled. If we 
believe Poets, Painters, „and Patwaries © if we 
truſt our own eyes, and the Steat Author - 
nature, and ſee chrough a fru medium, 

| ſhall find the hair is the true ornament 7 
cke head. Though nature may be helped by 


art, as the duſt of the earth may be cleaned off 
the face, ſhe can never yield up the ſuperiority; 
to any exuberancy of imaginary ornament... 
The moſt beautiful part of the rational creation, 
may derive ſome additional charm from animals. 


and vegetables. ES] N 
The African and the American decorates bis 
head y ns Math the diadem of Oy has a 
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* If 1efforis' bent from the debe, 


of mortality, and the great ls 
a cold reception, What are 


their eſteem, h regard) em "ot 7 The : 
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ſmall feather in it; 3 . fair 1 wk 
try women do the ſame But it by no means 


follows, by any law of harmony in proportion, 


that the ornamental part ſhould 2. three. t times | 
as big as the object ornamentt. i] 


The Oftrich's\ feather ſeems to be the moſt. 
improper ; but no:feather. ſhould be mounted on 


a hill of wool or Br. The Oftrich" partakes 


of the beaſt, and has the leaſt ſenſibility of the 
care of her generation ; in this view, her fea-! 


thers are the leaſt entitled to regard, being no 


emblems of female excelleney; and the leſs, as 
they come out of the er's hands, and are not 
the pure produce of nature: the variegated co- 
lours furniſhed by her hands are undiſeribable. 


With regard to the : colours f birds, ; where is 
there one of ſuch beautiful plumage, as the Pea- 
cock ? Some of our own poultry, exhibit laviſh 


beauty in their feathers: Nor ought women 


to diſdain the ſpoils of the little Goldfinch, or the 
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| Sons change; and that our women have tog, 
much modeſty to pteſent themſelves, in ſuch. 
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which my fancy is a ſtranger. And be 9 
beautiful flowers of the field, nature. is *laviſh in 
her gifts, and. pours forth her charms in pro- 
fukon,: a8 offerings at the ſhrine / of ſemale 
beauty. Why do our women treat her with ſa 
- little reſpect, and ruin their taſte for pure fimpli- 
city and :madeſty | of drt! I have ſeen; a gauze 
ſemale turband, in the oriental ſtyle, decorated 
| with true or falſe ſtones, on the head of a Chri- 
= |: . flian woman, far exceeding the laboured head- 
dreſs of theſe modern times. Suppoſing the 
FEM more elevated the argſt is, the more it will at- 
tract the eyes of men, will any modeſt woman 
make this plea? Thoſe who are acquainted. 
with the world and themſelves, make candid 
ceonfeſſions, gaining ſo much 4pplanſe, as the cans: 
dour amounts to: But the end and deſign is not 
anſwered : chere is no expreſſion of modefty.in, 
this dreſs, to create that mutual love, and rer 
ſpect, which ſupports the true intereſt of the 
ſexes. It rather fills the mind with notions f 
ſuperiority of condition. Pride its enplumed in 
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ſeious that ſuch attire; diſcovers a frivolity of 
diſpoſition, not conſiſtent with That ſolem- 
nity. Our dreſs, as well as other parts of the 
e life, n be rational and manly 


Wome 
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the 2 dreſs. 1 ae ene 


combine with other: cuſtoms, to dethrone the 


graces, and prevent the counubial tye;—or cauſe 


it to be broken . The vaſt expence of time which 


it occaſions, exhibits a melancholy proof, how 
eaſy it is for the thoughts of the heart to 
be abſorbed in triſſen. If inſtead of an unre- 


mitting aſſiduity in teaching 2hem/ebves,. or their 
ſervants, the fear of Ged, as. the ſupreme object A 


of an accountable creature, the bead-dreſs, or 


any ſimilar object, becomes the favourite paſ- 
fon, what can - be the conſequence ? If it is 
the anxious deſire of that fading, folly- creating 


object, Beauty; when it enſlaves the heart, 
we even ſee. the mimick-glowing cheek; but 


in this elaborate decoration of the head, the 


more the fancy is indulged, the more fan- 
taſtical a woman becomes. Nature at length 


diſclaims her ſhare; and religion views theſe 
trappings, as ſo many trophies gained by folly,. 


ſeep,” in attempting to preſerve the labour 


| Women; are 3 3 1 . lawn ol. de- 


ceney, in attite; F but when they indulge. in 
A variety of ee they olten become 1 


Liens dupes to Jab fe 
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1 her eübtetk with ier Winton 5 Pay 
moe alliſfon, it is generally allowed that this 
dreſs is extraneous: it is not the form, nor com- 

| Hnefs of nature, as adopted by the moſt ac- 
compliſhed ſtudents: the Grecias maſters of ſta- 
tuary reject it; the head rn three or four 


times as big as it ſhould be. It is not in the 


leaſt expreſſive of That harmony in proportion, 


Which conſtitutes the ef#nce'of beauty. Inſtead of 


improving, it takes off from that majeſtic grace, 
which our great poet aſcribes to our firſt her 
when ſhe came out of the hands of her maker, 
In the mean while this romantic dreſs excites 
not the loweſt degree of that tenderneſs which 
is ſo neceflary to domeſtic happineſs; but rather 
ſtrikes the lover with terror, leſt he ſhould 


be · undone by the conduct which often accom- 


panies a flaunting dreſs. In fome circumſtances it 


is extremely injuricus to health, heating the head 
above meaſure : and I ſuſpect it often murder 


nd of of time; 


thoſe | 


= 
_ 


A 1 __ 
FF 
4 n to a 
* WW e 


1 


1 5 
i 


8 
wy 


SYN Se TE I ate; n 
P ; n 
' ” l * 


JV)))000Cͤã ͤ ͤm Sng ys RIS TE We on 


7 
K 
of 
: 
7 
x 
"2 
g 
F 
ay” 
by 
Z 
f 
S 
5: 


by xlix 13 


thoſe * are wiſe conſider. their attire, in 
theſe ſeveral views, giving no plea to their 


ang, beyond the bounds which modeſty, 


convenfenen frugalit, and A jul diſtribution 
of 


. 


— 


the hair ents 8 for more Fl than one. 7 | 


We ſee that this prepoſterous head-dreſs, 


from its romantic altitude, obliges many women 
to /it bent in their carriages ; and for the ſame rea- 
ſon, that ſudden fooping hath ſometimes done #r- - 


 reparable miſchief, a ſudden jolt has been attend- 


ed with fatal conſequences. This indeed con- 


cerns the unmarried lady, only by the. ſillineſs 5 


of the example: it certainly contributes not 
to population, — Without tracing all the lurk- 
ing holes of folly, we are ſure, nothing is 
ſo common to the human ſpecies, as to make 5 
fools of each other. To avoid the impu- 
tation of ſingularity, many conform to a fa- 


ſion they find inconvenient, unpleaſant, and an- 


healthy, becoming dupes to thoſe who have not 
half ſo much ſenſe as themſelves. But what puts 
the matter out of all doubt, is, the miſapplica- 
tion of time and money. Thoſe who do not make 
acquaintance with the value of both, are not 
likely to be good ſubjects, or good Chriſtians. 
We ſhould mention the puerile follies, as well 
as the weakneſſes and paſfions of the human 


e „ 


| of rime wil admit of. The Mot bo- Pei 
a great number of their hours in ares, play- 
ing with. cards, and various otheramuſements 


beyond the meaſure of common ſenſe and 
| reaſon, 
breaſt, when there is 0 moral pd in the 
gratification of them, yath a certain degree of 
reverence ; and at the moment we condemn, 
compaſſionate. The queſtion concerning the mo- 
Tal turpitude of every deviation from reaſon, 
would lead us too far, on this occaſion : I am 
now declaiming only on a vain and fantaſtic fa- 
mMion, and the falſe turn which it ſcems to give | 
the thoughts of half our ſpecies. | 
European, often talk loudly of trade: and ſie 
the ſake of varicty, to feed a diſtempered fancy, 
torture their invention, and impoveriſh. them- 
ſelves wantonly to decorate their perſons. The 
Alatics ſeem to be wiſer. As far as I could obſerve 
among the Perſians, once the moſt intelligent peo- 
ple in the Eaſtern world, though they have their 
Jabs, in general they appear calm on the ſubject 
of change in dreſs, acquiring ſo much the more of 
life, to devote to manly ſentiment. We continual- 
ly behold fancy gratified at the expence of health, 
and common ſenſe, to ſuch an extravagant de- 


gree, that our young men, if not our old o. ones alſo, 
| whilſt 
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reaſon, find that; an eager purſuit of XI 
. ſure, interrupts the ler duties of li . They 


are perpetually tempted to forget what a ſad 


account of themſelves they ſhall give, at the | 


tribunal of heaven} If the cloſe. of life is 


drawing near to every ſon and daughter of 
Adam, it behoves them to. Seiden for what 


end life was Bren them 


| l 


hüt hey 8 increaſe and ai 5 


ſize of their buttons, moſt ridiculouſly wear their 
coats without uſing the buttons; ; and ſome coats 
are ſo ſcantily cut, as not to cover the body, 


tho? he who wears it ſhivers under an inclement 


ſky, Can the folly of women exceed this ? — 
Can ſuch men chaſtiſe their wives, or. ant 


. 
We may venture to a that fantaſtical 16h 


often conſtitutes a part of That evil, which in 
the ſcripture language is called the luft of the eye, 
and the pride of life. Some who comply with the 
reigning faſbion, are doubtleſs humble in heart, 
and others err in judgment, rather than in vill + 


but Kill pride or tolly tempts to the evil part. 
In the mean time, the greater the parade in 


the drei, the greater will be the paſſion for pub- 
lic places of reſort : theſe mutually act on each 
E-F- + ns 


20 i „ 

N cannot be denied; but that ſome tinds of © 
dreſs, have a tendency to generate pride and 
fall; they propagate. inconſtancy of temper, 

levity of manners, vanity of heart, ſer- 
vility to the humour of the weak, ' or the 
artfulneſs of the frong. If the mechanic or 
manufacturer takes the lead, with a view 
to his profit; or ſome fanciful young wo- 
man dictates; the event is frequently the 
fame, as to the moral and religious part. 

Foellß there will be; the grand objection 
is to the faſhion which creates much thought, 
labour, and expence, beſtowed on objects 
which divert the mind from duties of real 

moment. 
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other, till young women aſpiring at . gazed 
at, loſe That modeſty and ſimplicity which are ſo 
characteriſtical of our religion. The revolutions 
cf faſpious are rapid, and none live long: I ſay 
this as a dictate of compaſſion, not commenda- 
tion. Some faſhions lower a people exceeding- 
ly, i in the efteem of each other ; and accordingly 
we find our writings filled with lampoons, on 
ſuch kind of reprehenſible folly. If ſuch indul- 
gences tend to depreciate dur national character, 
we ure ourſelves eſſentially; the want of good ' 
ſenſe, piety, and the love of our country, being 
comprehended in many ſuch temporary cuſtoms, 


— 


WTO ONS” 0 
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moment. If we inveſtigate our AubjeRt; we 
ſhall find, that by an exuberaney of fancy . 


in one perſon, an expence may be created 


which will deprive one hundred of neceſlary - 
covering for their heads, or backs. Such is 
the miſery to which mankind is ſubject, and 
which the due obſervance of the Cbri ae | 


EM would effettually prevent ! 


It is a well known fact, that in this age of 
pleaſure, many who are liberal enough. of 
their money, are penurious of their time and 
attention, to any thing but objects of worla- 
ly profit, or the empty pleaſures and amuſe-- 


ments of life. What is the conſequence? 
The profligate are, in many inſtances, coun- 


tenanced, when they ſhould be puniſhed with 
contempt. They roam with impunity, when, 


leut virtue droops. Irreligion {talks unchaſ- 


tiſed, and vice no longer appears decked in 
horror! View the more elegant ſcenes of 
life] Have the ſexes any ſuch mutual re- 
ſtraint on each other, as god order, and the 


diſcipline of the mind requires? The mode 


and nature of the re/traint or influence will 


differ, according to the relation they ſtand in; 
-but. rational checks, and reſtraints, muſt ever 
contributs to their mutual ay: W hat are 


3 the 
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the beſt of us without a monitor, and a Fa 
and what guide have thoſe who deſert the 
banners of Chriſt? They profeſs Chriſtianity + 
but they do not think it their chief honour to 
be obedient to it. The unbelieving huſband+ 
may be ſaved by the believing wife: but ran 
both are loſt to thought, both will periſh. 

Am I too ſerious ? The plea for debe 
kinds of folly, in a commercial nation, is the 
promotion of trade. Whatever honour may 
be due to the #ſeful commerce of mankind, for 
their mutual benefit, we may with great 
propriety commend; but the trade which in- 
jures our morals, and the faſhion that makes: 

us fools, cannot be ſupported on the prin- 
ciple of uſefulneſs. The defire of gain is the 
chief incentive to trade; this ſets the ima-- 
gination at work : trade unreſtrained creates 
2 circulation ; but when any filly cuſtom-' 
injures the purity of morals, or breaks the 
bands of diſcipline, on which our happineſs 
depends, it were far better for- nn to 
be without . ' 
When the neceſſaries, the n He 15 
conveniences, and the decent ornaments of life 
are provided, the reſt is pride, extravagance, 
er vanity; and theſe verge faſter to the po- 


"99 


rang ne 
— — — — 


4 3 


LS Et ONT le A OE 


= . * 1 
verty of i a er than: to h happineſs of ; 


individuals. He that purſues a wrong object, 
travels ingloriouſly in darkneſs: let the beny- : 
fit which-ſome mayenjoy, through his folly, be 


ever ſo conſiderable, the cammumity is injured. 
Whatever honour' may be due to trade, 
from whence our country derives a great part 


of her national Hplendor; our maſculine 


ſtrength and internal ſtability of empire, muſt 


ariſe from our laws, our piety, our fill, and 


induſtry : and we may with the utmoſt pro- 
priety ſay, curſe on the traffic which degrades 
eur ſenſe, injures cur morals, or defaces the 
beauty. of character in either | ſex! We may, 
like the butterfly with gilded wings, flutter 
abroad under a meridian ſun; but. if the 
winds blow and the rains PR ther ; if adverſe 
fortune ſhould invade us, we ſhall not be 
prepared. The advantages acquired will be 


deficient, in the degree that our minds are vitiat- 


ed ; and in the ſame degres 4 it muſt accelerate 
our decay. | 
I am ſenſible this ieh is 2ſt; as harſh, 
to a rich people, as the ſelf-denial which 4 
religion requires; but let it be remembered; 


that the path of glory is not a. bed 


down. * 


10 


1 


To Abou fog the beben of the perſon, 
and a profuſion of the ornamental parts of 
lie, at beſt is varity : To work for the htl 


benefit of mankind, is glorious + We ſhall ever 


8 find enough to do, in promoting the general 5 


felicity of our fellow- creatures: but the 


our hearts will be captivated with tries. 
Let our firſt object be to lead the people in- 


to the paths of religion, and honeft labour. The 


politician can with no ſhew of modeſty main- 
tain, that private vices are public benefits, 


If private virtues are public benefits, to talk of 
trade, as if it were the ruling power, on which 
we depend for our exi/tence, is offerin g incenſe : 


to a falſe Cd. AIG. 74, ; 


I) he brilliant and gay appendages of ne, 
are trifling in the ſight of the philoſopher or '- 

the chriſtian, but they dazzle our eyes; and 

| when they obſtruct our view of the temple of 


glory, we ſee not the dark clouds of impend- 
ing poverty, nor the miſery which e 
ereates in the earth. 


Thus are our affections often alienated 
from their true object; and we forget the 


account we are to render to heaven Both 
ex- 


is C 4 r 1 n 5 3 e 


ED 


E R n %% „ Wy Fo, = \ 


1 N 


extremes in life, verge to the ſame point. 


Every individual who forgets himſelf, in- 
jures the community. The grand queſtion / 
is, Art thou prepared as a candidate to run ibe 


race, | for the prize of a glorious immortality? 
Something muſt be done to obtain it. What 
is it Thou deft? Haſt thou ſubdued thy paſe + 


ons! Art thou at leaſt engaged in à war 
againſt them ; not an injudicious, enthuſiaſtic, - 
ſuperfiitious war; but when thou findeſi them 
in rebellion againſt thy reaſon, do ſt thou oppoſe 
them manfully ? If time has accompliſhed, what 
reaſon. did not effect, Providence hath been 
indulgent to thee. But deceive not "thyſelf, O 
nan! Under every circumſtance, the Chriſtian | 


| precept I5,—work out ey fabvation with 8 


and trembling! g 
Thoſe who reflect that their hours are 
paſſing away, never, never, to return, will 


think of the homage due to time, and endea- 


vour to render their actions benevolent; 


and devoid of all ſordid intereſt ; an: "<4 


devoting their thoughts, in humble purity 
and ſubmiſſive love, to the great Lord of na- 
ture, and the Sovereign of eternity! They 


wi ſee that — purſuits and * plea- 


ſures, 


"24 Wii 1 5 
fares di race the man as well as the Clif. , 
| For although their follies ſhould not 
i al. Aa up to the ſtature of crimes, negli- 5 
gence, as we ſee in this inſtance of not 1 — 5 
quenting our Lord's Supper, is not only 
criminal in itſelf, but the fruitful parent of 
all other ſins; and operates as naturally. as 
attention and viſion Produce piety and vir- 
THe. if. £ 5 ; 
| Upon the . view of 01 our He VR as. 
| Chriſtians or accountable beings, to comme 
morate the death of Chriſt is a glorious taſk, 
commanded by God himſelf, in. order to en- 
ſure his favour; ſhall we neglect ſuch means 
of the influence of the divine ſpirit on the ſoul 
of man? Can the grace of God be conveyed 
to the heart by any means ſo promiſing? 
That it ſlips the attention of the multitude, is 
as wonderful as it is lamentable ! But the ſtu⸗ 
pidity or inffdelity of mankind cannot alten 
the nature of things, nor can this inſtitution. 
be rendered in itſelf a leſs ſubſtantial good, 
Read: if my ideas are of a fanatical com-. 
plexion, reject them. I think it a happineſs. 
when I can ſo ballance my thoughts, as not 
to forfeit the pleaſures of ſecialduties; and the 
Joys. 
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joys of wt the rapturous ſcenes which” 
this earth furniſhes ; yet entertaining a far 
higher expectation, from an aſſurance of im- 
mortality ! Not growing into a contempt of this 
world, nor contracting a fondneſs for it ; but 
to maintain ſuch a mediocrity in my roy 


tions, as may incline me'to 3 death, we OY 


Chr: , to life beer . If - we ar toa 


principle of vigorous hope, in a glorious im- 


mortality, we ſhall ſeek the means ks witch 


it may be obtained 


In the general eſtimate of civil and reli- 


gious freedom, it may be eaſily comprehended 


how liberty, not rightly. underſtood, deſtroys 
the efficacy of religion on the minds of a 
people; for if they become impatient of 
control, and apprehend that freedom conſiſts 
in doing what they pleaſe, and not in ſalutary 
reſiraints, forbidding what is hurtful to ſo- 


ciety, whilſt. their morals are laid waſte, reli- 
gion muſt neceſſarily droop, and as this lan- 


guiſhes, they prepare themſelves for /avery. 
I have only to remark” further, in regard 
to the Chr; en e which I have with 
F< | Iaboured 


Ioituan. ſacrifice. for — 


but Thave been ſince in farmed, that iſome veſ- 
tiges of natural religian yet remain, ain ana 


tian very remote, and but lately diſcore ted 


mgan:the people of Otabaita, hoo] 


ally make a ſacrifice, by ſhedding bumamblaad, 


as the choiceſt ĩncenſe they gan offet, Nατ·en 


they imagine, from the, ſeaſons being un- 
propitionus, that the deity. is angm . but, their 


Humanity, at the fame time prompts them s 
. IL „that it. is. a leſs evil, to gut. ff a 2 


11 : in, imm. edi iate danger of, death Axa. 


; 2 than one who, is in Health. Mhat 
| Scan, can be drawn, but that theſe 
| peop! e,are far removed from eee 


ä Chriflianity? 46:2 A gd Je 8 


bref 


| in, South, America, under the dominion g0f 2 
Re famous AMAontezuma, diſcovered, carly.ig 


the fifteenth century, which the Spaniards 
named the Iſland of Sagrifices, The igha- 
bitants were ſunk into the depths of ſuper- 


ſtition, offering, human facrifices, to. 9 — . 


Gods. It is not e the beach g lim. 
| merings 


. he Spaniſh 1 net mention. an Jane | 
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„ goſpel of rift had then. 
reached to that quarter of the arth. _- 
Let us explore, all the. 2 ut 
and the laws. of .God, it mult come t9 chi: 
man is carth-born, with. tegard to the duſt of 
_ which he as originally made, and he will 
ſink again into the boſom of his common 
parent; but he is alſo of heavenly extradtion. 
The beaſt that periſhes, by the order of na- 
ture, looks dewn upon the earth, but man 
looks upwards to heaven, as his proper home, A 
he derived his ſpirit from Gua, to God it will 
return; and if we believe in the religion we 
profeſs, the day will come, gn; to 
and ſoul will be reunited !/ w 
Amidſt all the buſtle ebe eerst ls 
the frar of death, let us rather indulge our 
hope of being. mn 
mutabilities we experiet | 
others. Lit: Hd 6 NILS © K 
terminates ultinately' in int, bot e 
ſome more diſtant aim, ' flill proving the ſoi's 
immortality 1 Wendt" ages —— 8 
ſtruments of our gratifications, but the/r oft 
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bebe lay their plas: induſtry carries on its 
patient 
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pa atient efforts: artivity pu fo ='® 
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| world Wickens" pl every Sr * Fo euide 
men through this buſy 1 71 1 he 
mithgrity *"to) guard tw i 74 ain m 
—— eee min a en . # 
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{1 his de l, let UP vieh the Nene that 
ptelents itlelf, \with'Foy ö 5, 770 "690 c rr 
dug: of 'mankirid is virtuous and confi 5 
or abfurd and finfat? preparing ag es S fo for, 2 
the upprouthing #nd, if füll Hope 0 an im 
tality df happineſs! Dek dur views « ext 1 
tlie ſunſhine or the ſtorfm, of t 
| ſent. eh and took! forward with ce th 
mind, truſting in the promiſes of God * 
aden "the Sa our bf the Werd. 
Every one of the Jeaſt reading knows, 
chore aut many tracts, as Well as fits 
works, recon ing a frequent attendance dee 
on our Lord's Supper; and feveraf of them 
written by eminent perſons : : I do not re- 
rtr god? 422 51 f ante! collect 
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ticular: part, ; and i in |S general plan of, Caring 


foe advice, each a fford ding a Her. 21144186 
It m uſt be apparent, t that it us, no eaſy 
taſk to e now, lights upon ſo ald a ſub· 
ies however, liberal, Our thoughts, Ma 
Tal the N dog ee ee 
are ſtill, wandering. in darkneſs... 
e bids may perchance afford 


hat 1 ti 


| matter of "ferious Te reflection | to ſome, in bumble 


J . | "Theſe ar are the great majarity, and their 
ſouls p e in the ſight of * N 
KK olleQin my, thoughts, and: DOT FIT 
ting t em to, writings my. own mind - ; 
ceived a more comprehenſive and pleaſing view. 
And whill 1 ene my zeal and bene vo- 
lence, a 1150 en . to purge away my Own 
drofs, I ope the e Almighty. will Ne the 
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(/r. synge, late archbiſhop of Tuam; in 
Ireland, See Sect. xii. p. 200. Sect. N 245. 
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1 Juch. crowds s, who a1 are ignorant and caftleſs, 


nly wanting a guide charity claims of every 
ra, go tribute which I pay: pared 
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contemplation of the eee re of has goſpel, 
and x the Hanger e of careleſſneſs and inhidelity, 


0 Mirighty Tord 75 who in hine inte 
2 'wiſdom and goodneſs, haſt revealed" the 
great and wonderful things of thy law, 1 
beſeech thee to prepare my heart to re- 
ceive the truths of thy goſpel, as the means 
of delivering me from the bondage of corrup- 
tion, and giving me the glorious liderty of 
thy children. O God, let me triumph in 
the Obriſtiam name; and being ful! of the 
knowledge” of thy word, inſtruct and per- 
ſuade thoſe, who by their abſence from 
the altars of Chriſt, have eſtranged them- 
ſelves. frony him. Let thy Holy Spirit 
influence their hearts, that feeling their 
l 5 miſery, 
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widen they my leck for fl d — bak» . 
and thankfully scceptülg what thou chai i 
|» liberally offered, be Ceiwefteg from theik cr 
rors and live. Let zeal Tor thy N gf , Yo, and. 
the intereſt of thy kingdoth, 8 7 Wer- 
fully in their hearts, that they m robo hea, 8 
all convenient opportunities of f 7 
others, of their negligence,” and tr Age | 
ſſions. This 1 beg; O merci iful Fat 68 g 
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ingenious in finding reaſons again? the duty 
of receiving the Lord's ſupper ? You ſhould - : 
ſeek for reaſons for receiving 8 


g 5 But 
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But if yo mind is troubled, your rebel 
tions inconſtant; and your 
make it evident you Rand A uns of aid; ; 
why will you not ſeek it at the altar? 
Vou de nat mean to lite in any genf 
offence and wil ful. ſin ; nor in any Rate P 
inpenitenen: hut do you imagine a: de 
can bz i m2, Hate of repentance,. and abſent. 
himſelf, from the altar of Chriſt, more a- 1 
pecially, at the ſolemn return of thoſe great: 
| feſtivals, ſet; apart in remembrance of his 
nativity, palſion, and reſurreaion?' Do you 
not perceiſe that his Birth in human ſleſnz 
was humbling himſelf to a capacity of ſuf- 
fering death for our ſakes z and his rf 
tion, was it not the evidence and, demonſtra - 
tion « of his ſufferings being accepted in the 
fight of God z and a proof that we ale n 
riſe again? He died for our fps, that he might 
expigte hem 3 e Is 5 be ve | 
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Are not theſe events dad a „ | 
to be forgotten — But how, would they be 
ane veto 1 
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ere not h a8 much bound co. remember | 
uh Gigs did, and, offered, 25; any, he 
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The b. to war againſt, and 
| dairy: the. body. of fin which is ſo apt to 
reign within-us ; that we may rejoice in his | 
ivefterrettion. - Riſe you, my friend, by ſuch a 
change of your manners and conyer ſatien, a 
may leave your ſins in their grave, and affoxd 
71 Tn EY b N ref 
9 in the regions of immortality ! Vou are daily 
Lenſible that liſe is a warfare, and that e muſt 
. <oinbat che evil principle within us, and try 
* eοnquoer it, or that it will conquer us, Af 
you are truly and heartily deſirous toacquit 
* yourſelf aecepeably before God, there can pe 
0 better affeftance- than the: frequent rettiving 
this holy communzon, (according to the ſacred in- 
3 r TEL to forſake our 
Fe "fins. $995 ' $1064 e Tor d 
Fhus you N with ſafety partake of this 
holy feaſt, in the manner our Lord himſelf 
"has 1 pr and . in the nature of 
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ns. Hier} Thicke duet 205508 «fire it re- 


corded in thie py dane hid vohs- 
moration 6f his death repeated] at xl C] 


nient Nimes, Will ss furely keep yeu in che 


fear of Gbd, a8 the totaF neglect af it R 
influences the great mahorfry öf the praphe, 
to throw aſide That fear and an n in- 
ner too Horrible to relate 

If you will obey your'great Lord and ma- 


| ſter, you will have faith in him: * Fer rwe 
lieve that he will hear ot 


his holy temple : your complaint wilbfarely : 


come before Rim: it will enter into his ear.“ 


But if yon ul nor obey him, ſuch events are 


not to be expected, on any prineiple of hu- 
man judgment. Where is your knowledge 


of the heart # here is your underſtanding, 


When you RE INES he has | 


quired, the Efobediencorwitt not be piiniſhed Fe 
You.do not confider what will be the final 


_ rvent, or you would not perſiſt in di ſobedi- 


ence. His commands are eternal and immu- 
table, not of à hature to be diſputed, even by 
angels : Shall duſt and afhes beer with 

Dy "D * * ? 
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Aim? He Ry = Do this e 5 
Think of theſe words, when you vile, 
ehen to reſt; and you will not be 
able co reſiſt them. Deen be the conflant 
ſubieti of your thoughts, and you will yield 
| - yourſelf i up in humble ſubmiſſion,  Whe- 
tber in proſperity or adverſity, you will find ſuf- 
© . ficient reaſon to call upon the Lord, and you 
will not complain unto your God, in vain 
Fear not a ſhadow, my friend. Be ſatisfi- 
- ed, that to be unworthy in the ſub/antial ſenſe, 
is not to recollect for what great purpoſe the 
Son of God viſited the earth; or to ffir the 

_ " remembrance for what reaſon he died. That 
man is unworthy who is not fincere,” and does 
not heartily intend to lead 2 n life, or any 
life, but what pleaſes his paſſions and grati · 
fies his appetites. Or if this be not the caſe, 
then he is 4 fool or inſane, and knows not 
_ what be is about. If gi . pad, I fear it 
is in heart, not in head. : 
I will venture to ſay, that if you negle®t 0 
this. duty, the great end of your religion is 
4 defeated. Till you perform it, and ſatisfy 
. your own. - heart, that you mean to lead a 
new fe, your conduct with reſpect to reli- 
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compliance . would. confirain, you. 0 
your manner of living? Jou want nd 344 
mast n motive Lad change i, > 


and Rill nsglect. ity you doi in effect deter 
ming 6e. lend u., A lf 4 l N 
idlensſs) and negligence; with reſpeR to the moſt 
important duty * ty, 7 Mark my. 2 
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* jan, 1 in nth tru ſenſe while you e | 
Be perfugded chat this ſacrifice of -praile | 


accepted at the throne of God, for this 
plain reaſon, that his mercy is over all his 


of guilt eee ee ee us it 
is the hope of mercy which ought ne- 


ceſſarily to bring you to the table of our 


Lord. The means of obtaining 'hat mer- 
cy, moſt indubitably is to remember | bn 
of God, whoſe boch was broken, and whoſe 
blood was ſpilt, for the fins. of the world 


| Let not That blood be ſpilt 3 in vain om n 


Make no excuſe to deceive your ion | 
ſoul ; but gladly commemorate the death of 


3 Cbri , whoſe laws you profeſs to obey. will 


ſuppoſe you intend to lead a gaad life : uſe the 
means which God has appointed to firength- 
en your faith, invigorate your ander landing, 
and correct your heart, as inſtrumental to the 

completion of your intention. You muſt be 


Fooliſh, and have no deſign to live accord- 
: SY . = . 0 wa 1 ing a 
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BY 78 *Chrift; if you 1 not Gans 
this holy ſacrament" to you comfort, as a 
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means appointed by your bleſſed Redeemer, . 


for your: remembrance of him, aj 5 7 60 
death; and'ef che reafön of his dying: 
II you remumber Chr , 58 ee 


of him, "you. cannot at che farts Wee er 


1 ainious deatł — 
forms enen at His table: 
and conſider do. the ſacred elements may 


love for you, even inthe b 


ac Oy everlaſting life 7 1 
In all Chriian countries, it is the con- 
damtcpes to perform this ebriſtian duty : 8 
the neglect of it amongſt us, is juſtly eſteemed 


a high offence againſt God. How can it be 


otherwiſe? Reaſon and common ſenſe: are 
every where'the ſame . And every one muſt 
be amazed, hen he eonſiders how reaſon and 
common ſenſe are often treated in religious 
concerns, as if theſe powers, which God has 
given us for our commerce with each other, 


were not to be exerciſed towards himſelf alſo, 


who is the fountain' from whence all reaſon 
and intellectual powers flow! 28 
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but yon, who have. had the advantage: 
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Nr his heartin its right place, Though 
a fleuthen, he diſcovered. where math ;, was to 
de found: he .embraced the  chriffian. 2 
and became a convert. He ſaw thät obs 5 
ence only can fanQify the.imperfect works of . 
men. Had he refuſed to comply with, whae, | 
| St. Peter required of him, he could n 
have received the reward promiſed | to, the, 
faithful in Feſus brill. 8 5813 th bf 
Not to be taught Chr; ene 6 the. 


caſe, to this day, over a great part of, che, 


earth, i is very different from knowi Chrid 0 


19 


to rejęct or deſpiſe his commands; or, in 
other words, not to obey him. How can ou 


1 33 15 | 
pray to God to guide and direct your ways, 
if you will not obey his call, in uſing 
_ the means of making thoſe ways clean in his 
fight ? The queſtion anſwers itſelf : nothing 
can be more ſelf-evident. As it is impoſſible - 
to pleaſe God, if you believe not in him; it 
ſeems equally impoſſible to pleaſe him, if be- 
lieving, you do not obey him. If he com- 
mands you to do That which you do not; 
but deſpiſe, reject, or decline; every oro 
ſodoing muſt be as frivolous and nem 
is impious and prophaune. 
To attempt to make excuſes, ;Gapoedvrna an 
ability to deceive God : or that he has re- | 
quired what is not right in itſelf; or 
both caſes the deluſion is manifeſt. In this 
inſtance, the command is abſolute. Do thin. 
—The pious do it, both in fickneſs, and in 
health; in the ſunſhine of their days, and 
under the clouds of adverſity. They know 
that obedience is the condition of acceptance 
with him; and that without him Ow 1 
be miſcrable Ae 10 a I 
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fo CFE theſe things in your tac ö 
1 beſceeh you by the love of Goch dd the 


| Redeemer of the world, to con Þ\ e, 


- Remember -Chrift 5 and when you hive ah 
opportunity, teach your parents, if un- 

happily: they require inſtruction, to do That | 
which.you know to be eſſential to their reli. 
gion, as believers in” Chi. Teach your 
friends, and every one with Whem yeu have 


any connection; and if you are happii om 
ed in wedlock, teach your wife and chi 


and your children's childten. Every gene- 


ration learning; that if they are abrijHians | 


they muſt remember Chi, in the way he has 
commanded, will feel the mighty benefit, Ir 


they acquaint themſelves with God, they 
will lay up his words an their hearts and be at 


peace.” They cannot return, nor adhere to 


the Almighty, unleſs they put away this groſs 
iniquity and negligence. If they will unt 


obey, by this af? of remembrance, will he ap- 


prove their conduct when he returns in tre- 


mendous glory to jaar them ? ls it not the 
higheſt folly to expect he will acquit them? 


The fool's paradiſe is hope ill grounded! 


We are warranted to believe he will ſay, 
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* laid. the foundations, of 


— th brunnef — 
— clouds his chariot, and walking on the 
wings of the wind When we think that 
be will one day appear, in all the majeſty of 
heaven; ſhall ſuch worms as we we are, heſi- 
tate a moment to obey ſo greats: ſo good, "ſb 
jut and reaſonable a command 7 Fear not to 
obey, Fry the experiment: . find * Py 
n eee e 
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and indigeſted notions of the ſacrament 
of our Lend Super? Do you. mean to in- 85 
dulge yourſelf in certain vices, which keeps | 
you at a diſtance. from it? Hath the world 
laid 


i 
5 Jaid ſuch faſt hole of peu that. a.” 
analy Is it Hap fl OR Or, 
0 eee anche; whether thi 50 be, 
1 part · of your religion? 

In the f/f an ee der 
| I wiſh to ſet you right: in the ſecond, you 
muſt, by prayer to heaven, ſet yourſelf right; 
and when you have con/;/tent thoughts of the 
ſovereign good propoſed, the reſt will n 

'You- are not negligent nor careleſs in 1 
gard to worldly concerns; but you forget 
what is declared on the ſubje& of over- 

_ anxiety for worldly poſſeſſions : Thon fool,” this 
night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee—— 
Live as if you had a foul, and; that it is 
immortal, — and prepare for eternity! not 
for an eternity in the torments - of the damn- 
ed, but the Bliſs of Angels / It is to That 
Happineſs I wiſh to lead you; if by the 
mercies of God you will liſten wy: words, 

and ponder them in your heart. | 

It is amazing that people ſhould. Pe a 
 Uculey'in the inveſtigation, or underſtand- 
ing of a truth the moſt intereſting, and the 
moſt familiar to human comprehenſion. The. 


bine 16. pt6yeg: hay: familiar this celebrated 
injunction ought to baaſteemed/þythe;hwegf = 
as well as the he of u. If wa trace the 
fact through. all rigs: parts, e thallfind; 4 
greater bene mon at the good | 


hs aun, . ade urg in as s Chriftians ; 3 
namely, that the deathiof Chrit; is the only 
ground of our hope o fitarden 7. © 8 c oO 

3. It is public declaration.to thermal of 
our faith, as diſtinguiſhed from all other 
faiths ; and à means of continuing down 
the memory of che love of Chrift, to the 
millions who have received his faith; and 
alſo nn all eee a 55 
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| teaches children in the catechiſm. the nature, 
end, and defign of our Lord's Supper. What 


„im ending Nedormer into the Wy 
10 ind ar ind in his” will} ad gi 


cellar ctivet en to 1 by — 

N. b theſe artieles, and ſee if it be — 
Hclerſtanck them : or not toat- 

tend to them. They contain nothing dim 
cult: they are brought down to the capaci- 
ty of a cn, and Ou, as a Lo pt 


* 
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doth this ſay? . My was the Saunen of the + 
Lord's Supper ordainad? . For the tantinual 
remembrance of the ſacrifice of the death f 
Chr: N and of the benefits which we receive 


„„ thereby. 
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5 thereby wn nn is, as wt ard ey 7 
| „ 8 wo bent. 575 and wine, which 


| te legt geo on, Dita Gore 
The ftrengthening, and refreſhing of N 
fouls by the hody and blogd..of Chriſt, as 
our bodies are by the bread and wine. 

is required of them, who. qm tg nie Loxd's Suhr 

ber To examine themſelves, whether | 
they repent. them truly of their, former fins, 
Readfafily purppſing to, lead. anew life, ha- 
ving a lively faith in God's mercy, tbrough _ 
: Chriſt, with #: thankful. remembrance of his 


6 5 Ava ebmmemstathve Sicrißce of ki body 
and blood, performed in faith of the truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion; not as the Papifts receive it, 
as real fleſh and blood; as if a miracle were 
vrought by a prieſt, than which there cannot * A 
prentes falſnood and del akon. \ 


$ er, how mankind are led by their „euer, in 
good as well as evil - The evil is our own, 


the good comes from God. The bad effects 


of being guided by our wales in oppoſition to 
our ſpiritual and eternal intereſt, - are but too 
apparent: but ftill That which we /2e, feel, 
and t9/te, as well as hear and underſtand, will 
ever make a deeper impreſſion on the mind, 

than That m_ we bear” and cee 
on. if: 

N ben 3 85 71 ab and aint 
That cup, proves a conſtant remembrance to 
your thoughts, and an affiſtance to yout 
devotion, as 2 renewal | of ſpiritual medi- 
tations; you may eaſily conceive how ip: 
py a thing it is. If it induces you to prefer 
ſpiritual to earthly things; and the concerm 
of eternity to temporal conſiderations, it is the 
great purpoſe intended. God is.merciful in all 
his ways; and knowing whereof we are made, 
gives with a liberal hand, all the aſſiſtances 
which in his infinite wiſdom he thinks proper 
for us: it is our folly which makes d us be 


deſpiſe, or rejee? them. * 5741.71 e 


* 
0 


2 


. od Sn. * 


"WY 


[2 4 s 4 
If you vin abſent; ourſelf from the altars 
or will nt accept the Invitation to the Supper. 
of our Lords if you, will. neith 
feel, nor -bear; what can you expect will. 


— 


happen to-you ? If you ſhut your ears to the 


perſuaſive heavenly voice of your. dying Sa- 


viour! will you ſay you! have no capacity of 
hearing; or will you candidly confeſs, this 


world takes up ſo much of your time and care, 
you have no time, nor heart to attend, even 
to the Saviour of the world? bog 


That God is jinhanitely gracious: to us, in 
accommodating himſelf, and his laws, to our 
frail powers and comprehenſion, is moſt 
apparent, in that he ſent his Son on the earth 


clothed in the fleth,. penfect nan ac well as 
perfect God; that men might ſee and conver ſe 
with him; and keeping up to the holineſs, 
juſtice, and merey diſplayed in bis life 
and manners, at once adore and imitate him; 


and prepare their ſquls as fit HO: for 


3 
». 
+ "EY 


heaven ! 5 


- This viſible a u le fs was LORE | 


that we ſhould follow his ups: But ſeeing that 


"92 are ſo Jr to N 5 and ſo mh. Ig: We 5 


ther ſee, to/te,.. 


hend things of a COA nature, . 85 
of aur Lord is brought forth, and ſet before 
our eyes, as the means, and if taken properly, 
the end of obedience to God. It keeps us in 
mind of what thanks we owe to Got for his 
unſpeakable mercies, for the deliverance of us 
by the blood of Chriſt from the dreadful 
bondage of fin; and whilſt it exerciſes the 
memory, it pM 4; the heart, and binds 
L mankind. in. the E. n of pig doves.'a lang 
union. FR 7 
 Chriftianity may be nde as ide as the 
creation. The type or emblem of the Sup- 
per of our Lord, was the feſtival of the Jews, | 
whoate the Paſchal Lamb, at the paſſover, or 
certain ſeaſon of the year,, we now call Eafter.. : 
This was a. perpetual memorial of their pre- 
ſervation and mighty deliverance out of the 
hands of the Egyptians, who had held them 
in cruel. bondage. The Fews could not for- 
get ſo great and ſignal a providence: : will you 
forget, or, what is. much the ſame, negle& 
to celebrate your. deliverance from the fa- 
"of effects of ſin, by the blood that was ſpilt, 
even the blood of the Son of God? The de- 


FR angel ſ: aved. the * tes in Byypt. 
T he 


The ſea divided and flood Thy! a hill, a let 
them paſs through it. Theſe were miracles; 


but how much more aſtoniſhing is the mar- 


vellous hiſtory of the Life and death of Chriſt; 
and the amazing acts of mere 

children of men in his perſon! 
Will you ſtill refuſe to come to the table aff 

Lord, and make no acknowledgments, a- 


greeable to his holy inſtitution? Will you 


ſay you are buſy, and at the ſame time neglect 
the buſineſs. of eternal life Will you pretend 
you are afraid to come, and yet are dar- 
ing enough to diſobey the commands of 
your Lord and maſter? Will you plead un- 


worthineſs, when he invites you, in the ten- 


dernefs of his friendſbip, the lenignity of his. 
hve, the kindneſs of his compaſſion, and the 


ſublimity of his mercy ? Do you not under- 


ſtand this to be done by the very act of 
invitation, that you may render yourſelf 

an object of his forgiveneſs, and a partaker 
in his glory? In the ingenmithþc a wicked: 
imagination, you make darts to pierce your 
own boſom; you mix up a poiſoned potion: 
you plunge your body into. a miſerable grave, 


— and your: ſoul | — O man, where is thy 
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cy n an | 
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our eyes, as the means, and if taken properly, 
the end of obedience to God. It keeps us in 
mind of what thanks we owe to God for his 
unſpeakable mercies, for the deliverance of us 
by the blood of Chriſt from the dreadſub 
bondage of fin ; and: whilſt it exerciſes the 
memory, it 8 the heart, and binds 
mankind. in. the . an of N love, hog 
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. Chri flianity may de confilletes as 144 as 5 the 
creation, - The type or emblem of the Sup- 
per of our Lord, was the feſtival of the Jews, 
whoate the Paſchal Lamb, at the paſſover, or 
certain ſeaſon of the year,, we now Call Eafter. 
This was a perpetual memorial of their pre- 
ſervation and mighty deliverance out of the 
hands of the Egyprians, who had held them 
in cruel bondage. The Jews could not for- 
get ſo great and ſignal a providence : will you 
forget, or, what is. much the ſame, neglect 
to celebrate your: deliverance from the fa- 
tal effects of ſin, by the blood that was ſpilt, 
even the blood of the Son of God? The de. 


pus engel ſaved the T tes in Egypt. 
The 
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The ſea divided and Abd Ide 2 hill, ds Jet 


them paſs through it. Theſe were miracles ;. 


but how much more aſtoniſhing is the mar- 
vellous hiſtory of the Life and death of Chriſt; 


and the amazing acts of mercy; ere ande -4 


children of men in his perſon! 
Will you ſtill refuſe to come to the table of | 
Lord, and make no acknowledgments, a- 


greeable to his holy inſtitution? Will you 


ſay you are buſy, and at the ſame time neglect 
the buſineſs of eternal life ? Will you pretend 
vo are afraid to come, and yet are dar- 
ing enough to diſobey the commands of 
your Lord and maſter? Will you plead an- 


worthineſs, when he invites you, in the ten- 


dernefs of his friendſhip, the | benignity of his. 
hve, the kindneſs of his compaſſion, and the 


ſublimity of his mercy ? Do you not under-- 
ſtand this to be done by the very act of 


invitation, that you may render yourſelf 
an object of his forgiveneſs, and a partaker 
in his glory? In the ingenuity of a wicked 
imagination, you make darts to pierce your 
own boſom; you mix up a poiſoned potion: 
you plunge your body into a miſerable grave, 
and your ſoul | — O man, where is thy 

. 


* 


to eden; 3 bub wil Fre diſolaing” all ach 
e r him? How art thou to he in 
peace? —Becauſe thine heart is inclinad ta cuil, 
thou wilt not uſe the means of correcting it. 
What ſtrange reaſoning ! Becauſe thy af- 
fections are warped the wrong way, thou 
wilt not take any pains to bend them right 
again. If there is in thy nature, any propen- 
ſity to ſhame ; let thy bluſſles light up a2 
blaze in thine heart, and give thee. light ank 
reſolution, ſuch as e force. "ns WIE 
thy reaſon. * Ka 
have . . our nie 
in the perſons of children, as agreeable to 
the general ſenſe of the rational chriſtian 
world. We attempt to render this duty fa- 
miliar to children; will you in the matu- 
rity of your reaſon*plead ignorance, or indulge 
careleſſneſs? Vou are at the brink of a pre- 
cipice ] Fer ſhame!» Change this foobt and 
wicked faſhion ! A faſbion indeed it is, the?” 
it kicks at heaven! Will you be a man in 
reaſon, or only in form and ſigure dm? 
The great and ſinall; thoſe who want, and 
thoſe who —_ ſtand upon the fame 


Ai | ground: 


5 


ground: Jam a Chriſian; and ] intreat you, 
as you love your ſoul, to be one alſo. , I re- 


commend to you the doctrines, taught by the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel; and beg you. will 


conſider how great your danger is, if you. 
continue omiſſive in this important duty! 
Take up your faith in the general view, 


and the obligations by which you ſtand. 


bound to God, your neighbour, and yourſelf. 
Vou are perſuaded that the great buſineſs of 
life, is to paſs your days in comfort and eaſe ; 


with as great a portion of happineſs, as it 


may pleaſe divine providence to grant you: 
but ſuch eaſe, my friend, can never be found 


under a conſciouſneſs of a groſt neglact, with 
regard to your ſoul. You cannot {ve here, 
without looking forward to a % te come 
If you diſobey the clearefti command, to 
remember your Saviour and Redeemer, and to- 


tally decline to offer the ĩncenſe of your. 
gratitude and praiſe at his altar: if you re- 
fuſe his invitation, and will not partake of 
the heavenly feaſt, by which he offers to nou- 
riſh your ſoul ; upon what principle can you 
expect he will outer you as his faithful ſer- 


vant and follower ?—And.if you are not faith- 
Fil, how can you expect to avoid puniſhment ?. 
| You 


Nt ens = re re i SPE ET Ty 4 ES 
E FP ua. * 


CRT 


n 2% ro $f et » 
WAY _ bk I - _ N 
3 L 3 "Wu oF = es 9 - Lib ES 8 
3 OR W 


41 

You-pray to God, in the name;ef\.C 7 
as your only Mediator and Redeemer: Will 
you not ſeek. for his favour? Do yon imaging 
you can di without it? Can you ſuppoſe; that 
be will preſent the incenſe of your Rn 
you treat him with ſo little homage? 
How comes it that we ſee ſou uud 
a devaſtation of manners; ſo many, guilty 
of murder, ſuicide, \duels, bring: wantoniy 
even unto death, ſwearing, tying, adulterica, 
fornicatrons, thieving, and flandering.f Noth 
it not proceed from a neglect of the al- 
tars of the moſt high God? Fhe thing 
indeed Tpeaks- for itſelf: it is the want of 
: religion. Such offenders de nat ramemlun 
Chrift : they forged bim, and will net 1 
his altars. | 

Do you find den ade n by 
thofe who frequent the table of our Lord 
Or by any who ever have been in à habit 
of attending it? Such may full; but they 
recolle& themſelves and riſe again; I. Is not 


this a preſumptive en of _ n 
err ii. 

Conſider it as ow ok the Ori Alanis wor- 
Hip: we may pronounce it the 19. ſolemn 


PE r 
©» "ea .* 


part: and does not che moſt; as well as the Ii 


ſolemn part, belong to you, as well as to me? 


Are not yoꝝ a reaſonable and accountabls Being 
as well as myſelf ? Do you not profeſs to be- 
lieve in Chriſt? Would you be contented to 
be deemed an ideot, and have an act of luna- 
cy or inſanity taken out againſt you? You 
cannot act more abfurdly, inconſiſtently, or 
madly, in à religious view, than in your 
ſtupid neglect of the facrament of our 
Lord's Supper. This aſſertion will ſtartle 
you: you will be confounded when you 
think of the indolence, covurdice, and want f 
reſolution, you have ſo long indulged, Tou 
have countenanced an habitual corruption of 
heart, till your conſciouſneſs flies in your 
face. Will you run under the covering 
of unworthineſs, and anticipate the call of 
the mountains to cover you ? This plea can no 
more defend you > than a reed can protect you 

"againſt a form, The flimſy ſhelter will par- 
take of the ſame fate as yourſelf, and both Bs | 
blown into deſtrution? 

Let us try the cauſe on the principles of 
common ſenſe, and gratitude, To imagine 
that the great creator of the world has en- 
dowed mankind with a power to diſcern good 

and 


. „ 


and evil; and to make the rlicity df. life de- 
pend on the exerciſe of ſuch power, in the 
concerns of this tranſitory world; and not in 
regard to the world of pirits, is to ſuppoſe 
the ſoul is not immortal it is a conceit de- 
void of all ſemblance of reaſon, and fit my | 
for a madman or a fool. 
Be not afraid, my friend, of ants and 
| _ at the ſame time expoſe yourſelf to the great- 
eſt real danger! Vou are biaſſed by the con- 
duct of others: Who are they? bat are 
they? The toeal, the ignorant, or the wicked? 
Vet you follow their example, and neglect 
That of the prudent, and the wiſe. Does 
this ariſe ſo much from your wickedneſs, as 
from your 4veakneſs? Be aſhamed of act- 
ing ſo unmanly a part! — Dare to follow 
the dictates of your own reaſon : Your obe- 
. dience to it, will afford you more ſatisfac- 
tion, than all the gratifications you can en- 
joy without it. What pleaſure is there in in- 
. dolence ? IF the Lord will deliver the righte- 
ous, and ſave the humble man; is it not, for 
this reaſon, your higheſt interęſt and honour to 
be righteous and humble? If he that is mighty 
to ſave thoſe who obey, is no leſs mighty to 
. #eftroy the di eee, what will be your fate ? 
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that no perſons re ſo 

ſuch as pretend they do not believe in hit 
To be afraid of God, ſo as not bo offend, | 
its a duty; but an forget the awe . 4 


day of N gods augen can come- £2 
only from him, where are they to fly ? But in 
ſuch circumſtances, can the ſoul approach 
without a conſciouſneſs of having affronted | 
him? — This is the caſe with regard to 
the Sacrament of our Lord's Supper, Vo 
do not deny there is ſuch a duty: is not 
your negle& of it attended with remorſe, 
which in the hour of danger and diſtreſs 
may be terrible? Negligence is but another 
name for diſobedience, and whatever pre- 
| tence may be made, it partakes of the nature 
of an affront; and certainly can hope for none 
of the advantages of obedience.-—W hat advan- 
tages then can it hope for? „He that has 
F given 


1 


\. 


. 514 


N +3. 4, Abs: Ka 0 MAGS 071k 5 7 x 

5 en God His worſbip, and many lie dern 
Akte cained with comfortabl e preſages; v 
eff Imoothly, and expires with Pleaſures“ If 
2 wiſe, heathen' could ſay this; can you ab 
Cliiflian wich- old the worlkip ins- w. the 

er of the et eee 3 

this" 2 N poſed eo 


— ann; — 
for the comforts of diſeharging your dae, 
wer ue — — en 


une him, — this ſolem 
a@ of worthip ! Why will hon put * 
off from day to-day ? Your ER day e 
WER or to-morrow; .) 
Is dhis nation, we are in a ani 
in the Nerv Tefament. | Fbough in? made of 
worſhip we differ, we profeſs to beirn 
Gbyi/t was born by a miracle; and ought 0 
be conſidered as deſcending from heaven $0 
viſit the earth; and teach mankind td ait 
of the Alaighey. That he has left his lr 


on lecord, is as true as the New Team. 
We 


pager 6 to the Eck fas by 
took his leave of his diſciples, commanding 
them to remember, him, and inſtituted a parti- 
cular memorial, as a token of. ſuch remem- 
brance. This has been the ſenſe of the chri- 
ian churches in all ages and it is agreeable 
to common. ſenſe, to conclude that fuch come . 
mand extended to all who e in Chriſt, 

without diſtinction. As fan as they COmpre- 
hend the nature and end of ſo obvious an in- 
junction, they are 3 with it. 
Seeing that things are ſo, are you not 
amased at yourſelf, that profeſling to believe 
in the Son of God, as your Mediator and 
Redeemer ; you act as if you were diſpepſed 
from all einen or e to _ 


We all wiſh to a aha — love | 
religious duties, as well as our civil rights, 
knowing that if we loſe our religion, our li: 
berty will ſoon follow: but you give up 
the moſt important chriſſian duty. And what 
will be the confequence? In all ages anar- 

chy has followed the neglect of true reli- 

gious ordinances : enthuſiaſm and fuper/iitios 

have gn: their place; and thus the 
| FS 3 


— 


er we od di og 
8 * * 4 : 


| — to fore. imperſet ſign of religion, and 
ti-grounded hope of happineſs? ?: 4 


a 2nd that ſome paſs their days with as itt 
| tention to death, as if the ſoul were as mor- 


Tal as the body, and no account to be given. 


Lou are ſenfible that as men live they Se; | 
Te at- 


With reſpe& to the object in queſtion, 
ean any of the children of negligence; pretend 
that they live prepared for their appearance 
at the judgment ſeat of that tremendous Be- 
ing, That mighty Redeemer,- whom vt, 


chuſe not to remember? TH, © 8 


For heaven's ſake, my tend e . 
rioufly the thouſand weakneſſes, infirmities, and 
ſms, which cleave to our imperfe@ nature: 
and how the hand of mercy is ſtretched out, 
to preventour ſtumbling, and to raiſe us when 
we fall. Think of the perfection of That 
God, infinite in merey, who knowing where- 
of we are made, ſuccours with compaſ- 
ſion, and forgives the penitent Can you be 
of That number whilſt you refuſe to come to 


the Supper of our Lord ? | 


LE. Tx 53 1 
Vows) not diſdainthe-favours.of neun,, 


_ why will you reſet the means whichithey 
great Lord of life hath; appointed, tore 
ſerye you, even to life eternal? Will you: ide 
ſpiſe the healing medicine that is:affered-tai 
you, to cure the dreadful- diſeaſes of ygut 
foul, and reſtore it to health ? Is it no lo- 
nour to accept his invitation, and dra nan 
10 him, at whoſe feet crowns: and diadems 
may be 1 + as ned N danet⸗ the 
earth? bg Nen n ig 
e you . to your” ntverthis 
Humble your heart beſore him. True hay 
mility wilt render you acceptable in his licht. 
But will you fooliſhly attempt to prove 
your humility, by refuſing your obedience? It is 
eaſy for you to deceius yourſelf, but impoi- 
5 en to prove yourſelf: humble, without obedi= 
To this 'neceflity;, are you reduced: 
800 d plead guilty; and if pardon is not 
worth ſueing for,, will it be granted ꝰ Can 
it be granted, if you continue to offend?ꝰ 
Oni the other hand, what a glorious conſis 
deration it is, that whilit we remember Chriſt, ; 
we are irrefiſtibly impelled to obey, and per- 
form all the duties de requires, . 


l Fulity, 


1 „ 1 
2 Hy, or gratitude to a benefactor, B l any: 
Charms in your ſight, or any place in your 
alfections: if your underſtanding can dif= 
cern the difference between a miglity benefit, 
and a moft hurtful injury, think on the cauſe. | 
which hath ſo Tong prevented your remems.. 
bering your Savidur and- Redeemer Confſt-. © 
der how unwarruntable it hath been Refle& 
on what he hath taught and mantel; and: 
. Tefolve to pour forth your heart at his altar; 
Why do you daily repeat the Lord's Prayer 
85 hope you do ? It is not merely as being ſo. 
comprehenſive, but that he commanded yon;, 
when you pray, to fiy it. Is this command te 
remember him, leſs clear and explicit © He goes 
further in this caſe, than even-with regard ta. 
his prayer: for he does not ſay, ubm you: 
incline to remember me, dv this: but 12 8 
do this in remembrance of me. 
On this principle let me aſk you, were 
any great benefactor, to fay on his death bed. 
remember me, and do ſuch and ſuch things, every 
week, or every month, as 4 toten of the reality of. 
your remembering :*if the thing were reaſon 
able in itſelf, and attended with no great in- 
convenience, would 75 not, as a man of 
0 3 ſentiment 


entiment do it? 17 you really loved your” 
friend you could: not avoid doing it: but if 
the dying man were to add, “as you ds 
what: I defire, or dd it not; you ' will enjoy” ar 


ample fortune, or be plunged imo the depths Ul 
poverty; could there be any ground: for. 1 
complying, but not believing & This brings the 
matter to a* ſhort, though important iffuee. | 
If thoſe who neglect partaking of: the Sup-- 
per of our-Lord;. are in general become infi- 
dels, ſo mueh the more ' miſerable will hein 
bit be! If they ſay Nor - wr” are balievers,/* 
but immediately begin a detail of: excuſes; = 
which they have not the leaſt ground to ima«- mn 
gine can, or toll be admiſſible: if they know 
that our Saviour: made no proviſion for condsa 
tianal obedience, they muſt ſee tlie qe, Run, 
and wickedneſs of ſuch a conduct? 7 
T hoſe who have faith | in Chris, are move“ 
ed to remember him, in the ſenſe of thinking | = 
of him: but will they remember him, toobey MM 
him, in the way lie has commanded ? Re- = 
member him as you ought, and your heart 
will naturally burſt- into this prayer. 0 1 
Ghrift, thou Sen of the Living God, Igraſp thy 
ſacred fret. I beſerch . thee inclins mn : fleps to + 
thine. 


us, 
thine "aha; there 20 WU farth 1 A : 
i" Proſe nd theriggroing). for "thy" night 
deliverance of me from endleſs miſery!" 'Let the” 
remumbrance. of thee,” be ever the objeet "of wy. 
thoughts; that my  obegionce, and hope, may mu- 
ally frongthereach other. From day to da; ay will ' 
Þ lift up my hands to thy mercies ſeat, wien kes r 
whon the hows comes, to celthrate the menurial "of 
thy merciful covenant with the children F men, 
Heal the difeaſes my follies have ond ao 
ui, that by thy mercy / may recover. my frength 
and. ſbetu the gratitude and love, in which 91 
em beund, for thy prectous death ar glorious re- | 
furraption. Let this be my conſtant Prafiice, iy 
my left expiring breath ; that when thou halt u- 
tern in glory. to judge the living and. the dead, F 
may hope thou wilt remember me, not according” 
to my great and manifold. offences, bit thro' That 
infinite mercy and compaſſion,. by which thy fac E 
crud blood was ſpilt for the Jins of the U 
Een any thing be more conſiſtent than 
ſuch an appeal to the throne of heaven ? | 
Can any. thing be more evident to thoſe Who 
have the moſt tranſient notions of Cbriſtiui- 
#y, than that the promiſes of the religion of : 
. are full of anale and com- 
fort t | 


"ſenſe, as well as e of miſery. . Thoſe | 
who have faith; and obey the calls of hea- 
ven, eafily"difcover the wiſdom of that an- 
tient Eulagium, on Virtue,” i Her ways are 


ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace.” 
If then, ſorrow follows cloſe at the heels of 
folly : and perplexity of thought attends a 


conſciouſneſs of doing evil, thegreater the evil, 


the more dreadful the conſequence, In whit 


degree of offence doth" your. negligence, a 


abſencefrom our Lord's Supper, ſtand ? That 


is beſt known to God, and your own heart; 


for I verily believe the error is in your heart, 


and not your ; 
courage, to hazard your everlaſting perditiot 


and not active reſolution, to perform a plain ö 


and ſimple duty; tho” a high command; 1 
command, given by your Saviour and your 


God, requiring you to do That which will 
make you happy for ever Examine your own 


conſcienee: try if your conduct is compre- 


heart. 


head. Vou have a paſſive kind of 


henſible, on «ay principle or Are 4 


oyer the world; and as a perpeti rial 
of his having viſited the earth, agd lelt the 
law of his government, ani a token af his 
victories. Will you ftill dare to egled 

them? Is there not ſomething horrible 


. FP 7 
Mes, ee eee 


. A. but act the part of caverds, in regard o 
che duty of faithful ſoldiers to the groat Captain : 


of aur ſalvation, particularly in tis his impar- 
Jant command. He has given us orders whathe 
would have us do, to maintain een 


the idea of becoming fo /fupidly, $varten- ; | 


AGEs If men, will not ſhew That out- 
ward and viſible fign of their belief and #ruft i 
| the great founder of their religion, by which te | 
ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhed the final leave bs 
tool his diſciples, can you reconcile, their 


being. real believers ta common. ſenſe ? It is 


at beſt a belief that floats on the ſurface of the 
mind, and does not fink into the heart. 
| Shew your faith by your works. Shew your 


fenſe by your cmdutr.. If you believe, that if 
you travel in a certain road, you ſhall, be 
robbed and murdered, will you not chuſe 


another way, which you apprehend to be ſafe # * 


To boaſt of reaſon, and not to exerciſe it, is to 
prove your reaſon — 


You 


not believe, no! "truft, 11h if rn 
means to fender yourſelf acceptable, un- 
worthy as you may be, you ſhall be apf? 


Who is it, that you ds not believe ? You 
do not believe the Son of God! You act 
as if you did not believe Truth i in the ab- 


ſtract; the Lord of nature; the perfection 


of the Calbead. Vour fears are ſaviſh : they 
deſtroy your laue of God: and your | con- 
duct gives you the lie; for ſo long as you 
will Kenne the pat 


in any other ſenſe, than as your conſcience 


haunts you with a dread of the F 


of guilt. 

True fear produces lobe 125 en lence. | What 
Chri N did, on occaſion of his death, to ſpeak 
of it as the action of a mar, wWas performed 
with all the” tenderneſs and paternal love 
of a moſt: pious father, who regarded not his 
own li ift, when the lives of his children were 


in ſuch imminent danger of being loſt. Or 


if we conſider him as a riend, his love and 

Affection cannot be equalled, in any the moſt 
| heroic inſtances the annals of time could ever 
produce, or the theatre of the world exhibi! 
But 


n which your God hath | 
bl you cannot be Gia to o fear him, 


— — — —— — * „ 
— n CCC 0 Et na Mb nn os hd leh 7 
3 Nee DTS F 1 : 5 =_ 
= 3 * SEE cy * 9 IN ; Yor "BG * os Oran Ts 3 Ee SN 2s 


= ey 1 
3 " 
_ 


_- 
<—_ 


1 2 


CE. Ps 
P 


n 
— n - 


| * l. 
ä tently to 


t 155 15 
8 4 3; 


hiſs, in 18 himble 12 


e 0 accept upper. 4 
1 bene actor, whole \ bounty Stendeg Wa. af | 
4 | ages, to the "Fouls a 28 well as the'Bodith Hen 
even to all "eternity? By him; the ex 
image of his father; he who made the worlds, 
in him we live, and move, and have our be. 
ing; and where ſhall our wunder, out e 
| tude, or our obedienze ceuſe? The mind la- E 
bours in the contemplation of ſuch he E 
it doth "contemplate * but if conſilerutiom 25 
gives place to careleſſneſs and diſipation'y and, 
induſtry and application to the great buſineſs of 
the ſoul, yield up their province; ald all 
ſenſe of duty is loſt in pampering the body; 
and the R of vanity, and the 
n 


ir 0 1 ; 
A of the heart; voy ed tb uch Ute 


nen; they depart from Ln, er 
| render a ſevere account, - 


have d, that C5 u drs inconjparably 


the greateſt benefactor the world ever knew, 


or can Ius; and as much to you, as'to any 


the moſt favoured of providence, this advan- 


tage depending on the diſpoſition of the heart, 
which, by the grace of God, or the kindneſs of 


heaven, is in our power to acquire. But do 


you treat him as your bengfuctor? No: you 
behave difrqſpecffulh towards him: you reject 


his invitation: you will not accept of the 


mercies he offers you] You complain of a2 


ſickneſs of ſoul; yet when he comes with the 
ſovereign balſam of life, the certain, and the 
only certain medicine for the cure of your dread- 
ful diſeaſe, ; you re ire you will not take it. 
This: ſeems to be your caſe with re- 


gard to the Supper of our: Lord; and your 


mind will be much e till you com- 

this command and religious in- 

ö junction. This will happen: and if you 

perſiſt in your negligence, you will be for- 

ſaken of God, and left entirely to your own 

beart, treacherouſſy wicked, and en 
fooliſh, as it hath proved. 


G . It 


. 


TIT nn 
a 7 n 


2 * E A SR FFC c <0 ' 
"OW F s 8 P © : 8 WES E 0 3 * 5 8 3 
dl x a Aa þ'< epi Jags mn 2 ü . A 4 - 
. n N 


Fer 


* 


mankitid. in öl ages; 


85 ey t. If you &, what hi her oom r 


„Lehatn been dhe con | 


7 


reldect to teig b v@rune 85 xe ae 4. 
, or chard 50 0 þ . 
I apa of its followery to be obſe 


Bop 


gp even till he en return 


Aan 


ae to judge the earth. —Do you : e 
a hrs to ze a fa? — If you do, wet, Jon 


n * 2 x: 
5 7 


& 64 


— 
2 


not your religian kom the New Teſta: 


8 


III ent, 


- 


you expect will be ever given to e mad 
Or from what Nen authority can any e 


Le me be derived <A nfl $9} HO! 91895 
| The, negleft which is ; found among, th, yer 


large a part of the lower claſſes of the pec les 
5 aſtoniſhing !. It ſeems to prove, that they 
are become totally incredulous ; os that they 
really. pay no attention to the expreſs eqn 

mands of their n Saviour, nor hig, felt 
ien. n d i 3 r has 
Do you i imagine. we have Ea er 
+ beings's 01 * ed en * 


* * 1 
1 
< - 
- I 5 8 
— P 5 
. 


* 


*'F 


Chrif Ut 


ſwer in the negative: 2 hut il we are e 
taught the great out. line of our 


chriſtians, hom comes your Conduct to 2 . 
fo different Fhaſe who obſerve the pre- 


cepts, delivered by Chrift, and thoſe who ,ob- 
ferve them not, cannot be both wiſe,z one 
or the other muſt be fooliſh; foaliſh, even to 
wake their bed on the 
of deſtruction! 


ance prod. uces peace. and ed order. mn” ' ſociety 3 
and the moſt' comfortable hopes of bliſs ro 
come. On tlie other hand, the neglet} has 
beten down the barrier of our faith; and 
let in a hoſt of temporal calamities; in ſo 
| much that we may uſe the words of. the 


Apoſtle,” ® various diſeaſes” bath of mind and 


lady, © and fundry kinds of death,” even death 


by the gallows! = —T appeal to your own 8 7 


and experience, if it be not ſo. 
Are you fo inattentive to the firſt concern 
of your Being, that the conſiderations of 
3 . death 


cern in hip. 1 8 oh, 1 5 will 1 pat | 


verge Ws: precipics 


Bring the ane wich regard 3 | 
| good or cuil, which follows the neglett or obſerv- | 
ance of the Supper of our Lord. The obferv- 


NY Your ty of ought drei * 
e by neglecting che proper cans. of 

ring their bodily diſeaſes men heap: up 
complication of diſtempers, ſo I take the Gaſe 
to be, — e dle + N eb an 
explicit command, Xi dice wer 


aum. Vo may indeed ſuceref Mr your 
attempt'?"nay, i if you go on, 3 
will fucceed: But what is your ſucceſs ?* TU 

hurry yourſelf into"perdition'??7 7) ome, 
In what light could yoõ¹ <A onſidered, 
were you the only perſon” Who refuſed to 
remember Cbrift, in the way he has commanded s 
With reſpe@*to yourſelf it is juſt the ſume 
thing ; ; for the following * a multitude tv de vil 
is not admitted as an excuſe among men; 
and moſt clearly and explicitly declared, by 


the tremendous God, as audibly and intelli- 
gibly 


of 


om) 


"ns; to-yomcithava mines beter co ein 


ing Mabanetan atingagezably 1a ie cxeed's - 


—— — — 
lief, — — | 


„Wich rep —— £ 


virtue af: his autharity, requires any.,a&, te 


be performed, and you refuſe to co 


do you not expect puniſhment? —— What 


can be: deduced from your conduct? That 
your folly is mixed with ꝓerverſeneſs and 


nagligence to the degree 0 rabellian a 


the great Lord of heaven and garth! And 
will you. lag kbit flattering. undtian. to your, 
; ſoul,” * that yu Man it out of reſdecs, and, s 
fear, leſt you ſhould. offend him? Gracious 1 
God Lou will not go to this heavenly feaſt, | 


1 T3 G 3 | | where 


leh iniquity? ->Elatter E bange Y you | 


„ubs bus nech 2110 PE .* 


3 


— r pee 
= — 87 3 by El) G 9 a — ay Wu = 
r 1 o 


_ 
ASS 


1 


2 
Fl 
aol 
1 
15 
* 
1 
2 
15 
A y 
WW 
ey 
1 
2 
FS 
x0 


where you are to call your Saviour to re- 
miembrance, becauſe you are humble, and have 
a mean opinion of zune, No: it is be- 
cauſe you are nr - and will not bend 
your ſoul to — in ſo clear, explieit, 
friendly, tender, dying, à command - 
, O heavens” and gius ear Otarth 1 And jet : 
\fentence; be "pronounced, af your defence be 
ladteolding to reaſon or common ſonſt q or if 
it de agteeable to the obvious" rules of en- 
non gratitude" or obi r! If indeed it be 
my thing that reafon can offer to a wiſe and | 
Feber Being ger God accept at the hands 
of any dreatuie endowed with reaſon nich 
Fo will not receive the heavenly tbariſh- 
ment, leſt your fins ſhould become the mbre 
fiffur ! Are you really 16 tec eh, or 
perverſe, as not to perceive, that by nr re- 
eeiving, you add one great ſin to your number, 
K een That of ele jour great” Lord md 
mfr? Have you' fo lictle modeſty as to 
profeſs yourſelf his faithful ſel bunt, "at the 
fame time commencing! hypotrite; wen e | 
fanQtion of extraordinary humility f- 


OO 491606731 SG toni N 


he, | x a * > : q, | * * IF f 2 8 32 p 
6 *. a T10:3.2 \ 444 1 5 — 854 3% - IEF! TY 4 be 12 


SEC *. a 


« 
.” be 
p * #. a 


14 1 8 | 
» 5 : ; P £ 1 
Ae v 8 57 97K Mg dw ; a 
et, bite alba 018 10 ASD nies” | I 


3 
Wu 0 21 b : ON JANE Ane 10 rrchifligo NRO K | = 
1 > tart wer 1187 SE G. ＋. VI. 105 Ius EE 
119108 {TE 1910 of "9972 37 ode 95 ſg) 1 | 
W. sh 8 Ir D bt vlbneoin 1 * | 
O THING: is ore equent ih h;. 
> 30 — — — .- 
1 „„ a multiplicity. of words. This L 
5 | _ approbeni® bath. been the eaſe of the Sacra- 
4 ment of our \Lord's Sup 


upper, from the carlieft 

9H | ages, dom tor che preſent. hour. But the evil 
* bas not ari ſen ſo much from the nature 
thing itſelf, as the Ener ; of. choſe who : 


: have been biaſſed by motives foreign, ie the = 
>. dictates of pure xbriſtianity. DUV NF e | ; 
r In ppi countries the purity and ſimpli- 4 
rey co prighraft Alter a long and bio 
© _ conteſt a great part of chiſtandom ; recovered. 
6 | its antient rights, and fixed them om the baſis. 
90 5 of truth and common ſenſe 30 agreeable to the 
. preſent practice · of proteftaut:churches. In this 

iſland the tenets of the national church, are for 

the moſt part intelligible, even to a child. But: | 
"= alas, men u often att. as. if they had not the un- 5 
. . derſtanding. 1 


J 
_ 
1 
1 
| 
U 1 
, 
J 
1 


= 

3 
+. 

A 


| ; .* * Bo {4 | 
derſtinding of childrnr vn That h 2s 
le d trap d, is for the fame u : 3o 
oftentimes the moſt neglected. [live um 
You are ſenfble that ohrious trutlis are 
frequently 'diſregarded; 0 if it were; ben 
cauſe pro eee weden, 


* made Cam nat eee. the table Fi = 
Lord. Some of them are weak, and (ame de- 
void of all profiity- and candaur, 2nd: theref 
wick Somme are ſuch e compound o- Py 
4 I + imagine g 
whio: Make them have loſt their . 
ps at the SER vas 5. — 
- from the altar, — Sr j | 
dice, and the eee eee 4 
nable ; ſuch eile being: 
as diet: do combat, as others of the maſt: 
malignant nature. But che ohſeet being? a6 


ſuch high moment, and the victory 3 
ous, and worthy of the e e 

hope, my friend, you will find reafore te think: 
. attention to my * wel * 


4 N . * 
If 


d and puniſhments - After. death; if 

death will certainly, come, and after it, judg- , 
ment, at the ee he immer God; it 
Gn to ur . Bur ne 5 
be prepared, unleſs. you practiſi in your du- 
ties and obey the precepts, hichꝭ aue given 
for the e your life, a 
this Pate of. trials we 75 97 ea 5 "4 3: 34% $554 im 
No, conſider, phe it is that ab Hanty : 
requires at your. hands ; and how. fantaſtical.” | 
thoſe ercuſes arg, which divert vou from: a] 
compliance with the moſt, efſent; 2 

comprehended in your religion 3 namely, 
remember Cbriſt, and to do it in the manner 
which he hath c mm ande. 

The excuſes often made, eren by ſober 
minded perſons, are wanderfully — 4 
remember a very honeſt occalion 
my expoſtulating wich him on che ſubject 
his negligenes;; with: reſpect to the Supper ef 
our Lord, anſwered, . Hu, you have mes, 
Sir, intrude. Ge miſe 1 m n Y . 


7 | | 
men S. Hug in ee a 


** 


"Perks pe 


_ — nn 8 


* 
— dh 


— 3 


3 7 
OY 2 


1 79 2 1 * * 9 


rr * = - = TH > 
- . N by \ 
- © * Vs 4 * * YE £3 * "5 [4 x * a 
FC 
39 * — 8 * N 5 


46 


= — A 


* - f 
= — "ny 
— — FR genera I ERIN TY A reg £3 EE ENT 17. os EI, EIT — IIIN 


A n ies lane.” He might r 


#7 
Perhaj $, vou will be furprifet.a at the FIR 
neſs of this man but Bine me leave tô ad- 
viſe you, to keep your” won wonder for 11 


> +2 * — 


and turn your « eyes inwar rd, to behold 3 


own on Ming condut, ſo mcd more 1 


ox, led to the ſlaugbter. If yo bert ind 


your” negligence,” you wilt prove yourſelf to: be 
much leſs wiſe than the perſon *I: have men- 
tioned. His conduẽt feemed to ariſe-from, the 
7 +1 © AY # fon, ora 

ing of t the duty 


jul 44 Na e 
gebt cht en 


* 
— 
* 

it 


now of none” of his . really 

gave themſelves the leaſt concern, 7 Te». 

gard to the Supper of our Eord; and 19 55 

he had h reaſo og hi imſelf into 97 5 

1 ty 

ä 

ed. r that: 

be was not concerned, 'as he muſt otherwiſe 

be ee. he was anf many as for a fn, 
| though. 


it. MAE e comprehe Nen 19 85 


4 A en 8 I 8 N h chow gi 2 ? 


r 
height; has the: Thatidntion NE: of | x: 
of the people e anſwer, you may 
| imagine, was That which naturally gecurs to 
every Gratin, "who. is in the Joe 5 
acquainted 1 with the facted u wri in 83 4 am. 
forry. to yu. fo Arrange an erer 72 


1 1 oo. 0004 TY, 
not lbs that ; God i. is 10 wo Fapellier of gerſone? 


bat mankind © in all e countries, ad in, WM. * 


conditions, are Accepted by him, agen ing to. be. 


fmeerity” of their hearts 175 the a. 
their vbediente be he rich. ih Kong 705 


fable, war coidenined' to je, fern. while, 
5 Lan Was received into Abrah am's boſom Soo 

That t the immediate followers and. ai diſciple aur 
| Lird, were e for the moſt part Mer men and me- 
Ge, Ja whom. i he fo 4. mor 10 re genning fimpli-i 
city, try th, and Ban lg. 52 gart, thap. amonghti 
the Jews who, were diſtinguiſped fer their bngh- 
rank and | condition +4 Have, you forgotten the her- 
able of th the. e proud Phariſee a 
And what think yous 


Pings Mary rien Lord of nature: choſe; ar 
the in/irument in his infinite mercy, and love 
10 


Wer, you Pay, | 


egree. | 


py 00d friend, of the 


' 
1 be _— Fix = 
* —— GG 0c n rs 
— — n P Lan > —— i g * 5 REN 1 
— — E n © 1 * oy XIE © 
_" 3 8 — > 8 3 . 7 7 l Y 2 SA 
2 = o 


— 


af Zap 


4 2 
9 Jay” 4 2c 


RE Cs 


. > a Re EEE 
e PPP ᷣ Fat enn 


r 
— S 
— - 


8 


dd 


E 4 WW mary 
= © _ \ 5 * _ n — —— — 
. * 4 8 8 5 we os 
3 *W A. 1 N my = 33 ene 1 
1 e e = ' ihe? Y =_ \ 
broom . 4 & f n - RY 


wm ny - — grmmaees——rm nag 


= 
T mommy — 


4 F 4 Saks þ 
| ting his bumian nature ? She wa of the lin 
who bad alſo been a 


B 


fein of. a r ſovereign prince, 


Pape 
2 


ſhepherd ; but if Ihe . bad mot been in Bumble 


e, would Jr bave eſpouſed a perſon of ww. 


higher TORAH ure Ll 1 85 But ber 


f virtues exa 
AIG "02 7 7 
But, ſays he, 

5 


Lyman.” ; 


Prayer, and the ten commamdmenti: 5 


S 


nts to 20 1% a there | 
. you think it neceſſary, I v will 
give you 2 letter to the reverend gentlem n 1 


Who will adminiſter at the altar. And pray # 
dz, what will be ſay to me; Fe will probably 
aſk you if you can repeat the belief, the Lords 


„if you 


are acquainted with the ſenſe %*f them. 


Perhaps he may aſk you, 


ever confirmed, or took on yourſelf your bap- 


tiſmal vow If you believe that Chrif is the 


true Me ffi 10 ſent from God; and if you. re- 


ceive him as your lawgiver, the only me- - 
diator between God and man; the Redeemer 
of the world? If you believe that he died for 
us, and that we ou ght to comniemorate his 


death? — He may enquire, if you have done 


If you were | 


any man wrong, if you intend to make him 73 


* as ſpeedily as poſſible ;* "and to 
the 


« Thy * * 
- 
ws * 2 . N 
- ” % 
5 1 - N 
AS i as E 
- 4 N 8 6.7 1 — 
% - 
| MP” ns 1 N l 5 
* * * * * , 
- 


* 
＋ 
„ 


* Re as” . * b, 
Pore 
CY 
ws i 1 e 


tend to 


ou a — 4 


| 55 
pe 2 


N 
forſake _=— 105 you. are — 


prey to * for * 3 oy ig 


atoms, own h 1 
any body elſe... 1 underſtand vou have not 
been confirmed: but if you are wiſe, enough * 
to go to the facrament, of bur Lord s Supper, 

| this comprehends | e nd | 
therefore quicken your ſpeed.” 

The perſon. of whom I tell you DP "ng 
being an honeft man, required no 5 ar- 
guments, nor importunity 3. nor did he think it 
neceſſary to attend the clergyman. He only 1 
wiſhed for, a companion, and, took the firſt 
opportunity of offering! his heart at the altar. 
After performing this duty, it was natural 
for him to feel his ſpirit £07 


f erte; and he 
wondered at his own gi and ſupinencſsy, in. 
having. neglected. ſo important a part of his 
obligation, ASA Obri Hian, to the! age « of I near 8 
forty Years. 7 Probably he would have. lived 
and died in this fin, but fot the im all ag. 
HnH tance * 


© 4 
FP... 


4 


Ul 
* 
* r 
*. 
= 
F 
a 
- - 
» Is 
”_ 
. 
* 
1 
© 
f 
| 5 
N 
iN 
95 
1 
" : * 
1 
| 
L- 
j 
f 
1 "= 
0 i 
4 
* 
; 2 
A 
1 
4 
_ 
« = 
. 
Fro 
© > : | 
. J 
* 3 Er 
& = 
; ;H 
* * 
ad 
E. 
. . 
* 
— 
: Y 
l i 
L 
; 4 
T's 
* 
3 
: Is 
0 * 
; * 
: : Py 
d 
| = 
9 
| p 
: ® 
: & 
N 
1 . 
: 
. 
: f 
| i 
| a 
: 
* | 
% : 
x 
_- 


- 8 INS REN N N WY f N n <A EY 8 ad 
r Re Den. 7 \ 


Thus 785 ſob hind Tiecks bade len. 
| ys re raph 1555 
The eircumſtance of his being awed by. 


—— ————— 
toithe ſttuation of thoſe who are bleſſed with” 


path: How many for that very ade 
this part of their religion, with an arrogant” 
difdaing as if it belonged only to the vilgar/ 

Thus Hath the ſacred inſtitution been often 
treated, by ſome of the higher ranks: of the 
 pevple, to the great ſcandal of thoſe WHO pr - 

fels the name of Cbri. Many neglect this 
duty, as if they W e it was eee 
to ſchriſtianity. rn 


Vou may eaſily conceive, that ol an * 
nion, or inconſiderateneſi, can produce nothing 
but aii ſobedience to the laws of Chriff. What 
numbers of young noblenien, gentlemen; military 
officers, and others; and ſome of mature 
years, have I been acquainted with, abroad 
and at home, who had never been at'the table 
of our Lord, except to qualify for an office; 
and to appearance never intended to go. 


1 They 


1 


87 


They had not been kept in mind. bat the 
n 


fulneſs 34 or the a dy my heavenly 


effects on the ſoul, than eee 
hended in this inſtitution? 2 1 r 


thinking of Him whoſe th — 
ven of heavens! They cultivate the art of 
 bving Jon aganrdeigs foie Bop 


Is it not'a — 3 chat 
the great majority of a people, renowned for 
ſtrength in war, commerce, arts, cavilization, 
learning, and all that can embelliſh life, 
ſould be deficient in ſo genial a point! 

What an abuſe of the bounties of heaven 
are thoſe guilty of, was neglect this important 

H 2 8 h a 


ny . 
r 7 0 
SLES * 
by e 
7 


ö 
*. 
: 
: 
P 

id 
5 
2 
o 
5 
4 
4 
| 
pl 
| 
| 
> 
4 


2 5 a he VI 4 * , * 
* c c e N N n ä : 
- VE x £7 3 * 4 ©, "OR 7 r 7 BL: Wr * e „ 
1 F R I n . SL. . r n e p 
EEE EE ] , , EL 
* L wo 2 Fs By, TY 5 N 1 ES 1 * n EIS DN AER 1 
\ . L 2 » i: \ i F A —. n * 2 4 y = * * ro y 
* ” 4 8 3 | ” 
5 8 4 4 


[1 84 yy HY ; 
8 duty Either their parents have been g, 
or careleſs; or their ſehb6 s were 
tentiye to their "education, not confidering 
religion as the moſt important part of it. Is 
it, at this time, confidered as eſſential to the 
duty of parents and maſters, to breed up chil- 
dren in a lively ſenſe of the immortelity of the ſoul? 
Is it their conſtant care to cultivate" the 
infant mind, with a reverential regard to the 
Supper of. our Lord, as well as to the other 
great truths of Chriſtianity, dependant on it? 
Though yon have been ſo negligent your- ; 
| ſelf, ean you think of the cruel” treatment, 
which ſo many thouſands of young perſons, 
of ſuperior or inferior condition ee | 
out feeling indignation? Can you w Id 
the. plenteous tear of pious — for hem, 
a3 well as for your ſelf? While you perſiſt in 
your negligence, you are anſwerable for 
others: Sin derives a part of its malignity 
from the force of example. For if he who 
converteth another from the error of his 
ways, by his words or deeds, ſhall ſhine as the 
ſtars in heaven: he who acts a contrary 
part, may .expet? — How ſhall I finiſh my 
fentence ? — May he not expect to be baniſh- 


ed 


By erich af reaſon it e 4 
is to guide ug, if we forlake cut geln F 
cannot giue lamus to ar bt een 
laws to yourſelf ;, and leave example td oper, 
rate, as it always does. Your. education has 
not been equal to That of many perſons, to 
whom I allude ; but you. know your: duty, 
and is: it not high time for you to repent of 
your impious agligeuce paſt, and return t. 
God in true ſincerity of heart, conſcious of. 
your es nene it up at the a 
le an Herefſer 1 Eau“ Tete 
3 Tat Ernie mal 
N poet. . 2 ODOR] oft: 


930 DOT it th 4728 1 28 

No : When-rifng from the bed. of death. iu 
O'erwhelm'd with guilt 3 10 01 
Iſee my Maker face to face, |. $5303 1505 "6A 
© how ſhall L appear ? <aAFgrte af yr 05 


IF yet white pardon may be found, _— 
Towne ef Wha, e ve 
My heart with inward horror ſhi nks,, n 70 


And trenibles at the thought? 8 


H. 3 1 When 


rr 


n 


nn 


2 n r n n r Ne n 


| c 86 J 
When chou, O Lord, ſhalt ſand diclw's 4 

In majeſty „ 
And fit in judgment on my foul. 52 0 
' Ohowthall I 11 „l nt 


„ 
1. WE 3 


But thou haſt told the troubled 98 La . 

Who does her ſins lament; 5 

The timely tribute of her tears, 
Shall endleſs woe prevent. 


Then ſee the forrows of wy heart 5 
er yet it be too late: ng 4 i 
And hear my Saviour's dying. groanay e 

To give thoſe ſorrows weight. . 


. 117 * 


Sor never ſhalkmy. ſoul deſpair, 4 48 45 

| Her pardon to procure; $35.3 72 xt Fug: 

Who knows thine only Son has 45a 12 
To make her parden ſure 1% ie er ſes? 


Such, my friend, may your thoughts be b 
Fhen will you return. to a ſenſe. of your duty! [ 


In regard tothe condud of the femaleworldj. 
women are happily not bred up in ſuch. beld-- 
neſs, as to defy the vengeance of heaven] In 
general it may be obſerved, there are. above: 

i women to * men at the communion: 


table. 


1 8 1 45 
table. They are accuſtomed to 4 more x 
ſome diſcipline, than mem uſually ara. I 
this of the middle; and oß many of the high 


er claſſes: as to domęſlic ſemali ſenwunts, and 


thouſands of the inferior ranks oß the peopleʒ 
if I can believe my ſenſes, there are fe al- 
tars, at ares tree v. thenrare/to. be found... 


was-notſo-plauſible as That of a 


young: wo- 


man: when. I demanded of her if ſhe had 
cver been at the Supper of our Lord; ſhe ex- 


cuſed herfelf as not having been confirmed.. 
To this I anſwered ;. My dear. child, Tou: 
haue not heen cunſir mad: neither haue 1's nor 


rightly informed, the ki/hap.of the diocaſe pen 


forms this office. but once in.three years, es 


cept it be to. the children of the: neb:lity, who» 


are brought. to him, theſe heing not ſo nume- 
rous as the commons. Or perchance, the rea- 


ſon. that. confirmation-is performed ſo.ſeldom, , 
is, that: the. Laity. are not:ſo; attentive to this, 
; antient uſagey,as.i in former times. | 

Some imagine. it might. have. good” Habs 7 
he biſhops wers to: delegate their a 


- 


not rr bimaſolF into-the company-of. r 
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and anſwer. to the gueflions-contained i in the 


rs 1 


. th their clergy, as_ ws, 
fathers: of the church have recommended ; and 
Have Hur, or a greater: number of confirang+ 


liens every year, according to the N 
fouls i in the pariſh, tn, or diſtrict.. 
' Thoſe who. can repeat the Cud, "the, 
Lords Hrayer, and the Ten 


church catechiſin, are, by the diſcipline of the. 
Aug lican church, ſuppoſed entitled to a certifir_ 


cate, in order to their conformation... 


But whether it. ĩs, that young perfons, "LY | 
their childhood is paſt, are apt in this age 


2 


pleaſure to forget or diſtegard their catechiſm ; 3 5 


or, that their parents falſſy imagine it fit: 


only for children ; or from a general Propeny;., 
fity to diflipation;;: confirmation ſeems _ not 
to be ſo much attended to, atleetin Lou, 
= it.ought to be. 852 Aid, enonih 
It. is not that tlie ALE are deicientin ob 


vility, in regard to the examimation.;. nor need), | 


the curate give certificates ; it is enoug h if he. 


delivers to the biſhop a liſt; of his pariſhion- "= 


ers, whom he has queſtioned | as candidates 5 
for confirmation; and if his lordſhip appreyes, 


He. will. * them accordingly. He 
invokes; 


75 


\ 


WR | 
invokes the Abnighty ce to ſtrengthen them, 
and daily encreaſe in them manifold gifts of 
grace; and to give them the ſpirit of wiſdom 
and underſtanding ; the ſpirit of counſel and 


ghoſtly ſtrength ; the ſpirit of knowledge and 


true godlineſs, and to fill them with the ſpirit | 
of holy fear, till 'the end of their lives, chat 
they may be bleſſed for ever 
Buch invocations, are common to Chriflians, 
but more particularly proper on this ſolemn 
| occaſion. From theſe conſiderations we learn 
the great uſefulneſs of confirmation ; ſuppoſing 
the bleſſing and znvocation of the b1/hop duly 
attended to. But whether you take the advan- 
tage of this uſeful ecelgſigſtical ordinance, or 
not, you was baptized; and as a Chriftian 
you are no leſs bound to attend to the cove-- 


nant made in That baptiſm ; or in other 


words, you ſtand obliged to abide by the con- 


ditions which conſtitute you a Cbriſtian. ; 

Tou may alſo learn, how your attention to 
this covenant will improve and exalt your | 
mind ; and through the mercies of God, in 
the redemption of the world, by the blood of 
Chriſt, obtain your admittance into the ſo- 


| * n tad ff 
| With, 


— 
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= th, or without confirmation, it is enten 


abſolutely and indifpenfibly neceſſary, foryou'to 
commemorate the ſacrifice which was made 
by Chrift in his death; and this muſt be done 


in the manner be has commanded; not only 
becauſe every thing ought to be dane with 


Aecency and good order; but that, in his:wiſdom, 
ſo much exceeding the . pid of the wiſelt 
among the children of men, he required this 
of all his followers, through every age, even 
unto the end of the world. He hath pointed 
out, bew he would have the memorial pre- 
ſerved and performed; that by a fellowſhip 
in this communion, and the mutual affection 
it carries with it, you . en 1 
belong to him. 


world, thatall who profis the name of iChrifh, 


commemorate his death, wick praiſe and 


thankſgiving, for his delivering mankind from 
the puniſhment of ſin, on the condition that 
they will obey his laws. This is che teſt, or 


trial of a Chri/tian, whether he be E 


and truly, or only nominally ſuch. 
The matter being duly eonſidered, it is 


very natural for you or I, in our chriſtian ca- 


pacity, 


You will find — of theCinjies 


„ 


w 


f. gf 1 | 
pacity, 2s: intereſting ourſelyes in the aper! 
and eternal happineſs of our fellow creatures, 
to wiſh that all perſons who have reached 
the age of fifteen years, ſhould be confirmed, 
or obtain of the vicar or his curate, a cer-" 
tificate of their renewing their baptiſmal vow; 
that the ſtronger inducement might immedi- 
_ ately ariſe from it, to attend the Supper of 
our Lord: Without this, what doth confir- 
mation ſignify ? If all were genuine Chriftians, 
united as one body, under one head, even 
Chriſt the Saviourof the world, we might hope 
to ſee, as it is emphatically expreſſed. in the 
ſcriptures, the lamb and the lion lie down to- 
gether. The affections of the rational world 
would be then cemented by the common ties 
of ſervice, to one common muſter, who' is mighty 
to ſave and deliver from the wiles of the world. 
In the mean time, you, who are turned of 
nineteen years of age (a), have made a bad uſe 
of your time if you have not, in effect, taken 
your baptiſmal vow on your ſelf; — for in theſe” 
days, very few godfathers or godmothers ſerionſ- 
(a) I ſuppoſe that perſons turned of fifteen, be- 
ing.properly taught, may be qualified to receive 
the Sacrament of our Lord's Supper. 
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9 "IPO themſalves as under any. „ee en 
account of promiſes made at baptiſm. 
Lou may eaſily comprehend, that if That is is 
fooliſhly left to godfathers and godmothers, 
which ought to be done by your natural parents 
or yourſelf; your ſituation becomes lament- 
able, in proportion to your negligence; or the 
means by which you have been betrayed i into 
4 diſregard to our Lord's Supper. | | 
If you underſtand what this ſacrament. 
means, your knowledge, reſolution, and good in- 
tention towards God, and your nei ighbour, put 
you in a proper ſtate to be admitted to the 
table of our Lord. And I beg you will under- 
ſtand, that this ſacrament is the moſt ſolemn 
ſign and token, of taking on yourſelf your 
baptiſmal vow ; and therefore comprehends 
confirmation. If you have never had an oppor-: 
tunity of confirmation, which is the caſe: of 
thouſands, it cannot therefore be admitted + 
as an excuſe for abſenting Py nom the 
Supper of our Lord. 

Be aſſured that they who are not Hupid: 
with ignorance, but 9 inclined, at- 
tend this ſacrament, whether they have been 


e or not: and thoſe who are ut 
ſo 


* 811 


fo inclined, will not 2 confirmation, no. 


the Supper of our Lord, vs FAY 
Confirmation is a pious human inſtitution 3 


an ancient and venerable uſage, even from 
the primitive, and moſt apo/tolizal times: but 
it was more particularly neceſfary to keep 


chriſtians in a due ſenſe of their faith, amidſt 
idolatrous nations, and under pagan per ſecution. 


| To be ready and deſirous to be confirmed, yet 
not having an opportunity, is underſtood, by 
the liturgy, to be equal to confirmation, with 
reſ pect to admittance to the holy communion, 


And the reaſon is Plain ; for in the com- 
munion, or receiving of the facrament of 
our Lord's Supper, we do in the preſence of 


God, and the congregation, renew the ſolemn 


promiſe and vow that was made in our 
name, at our baptiſm ; ratifying and con- 
firming the ſame in our own perſons ; and 


_ acknowledging ourſelves bound to believe and 
to do all thoſe things, which our Godfa- 
thers and Godmothers then undertook for 


us. 


in ect take your baptiſmal vow on your ſelfs 
Thoſe who have not had an n of confir- 
1 mation, 


— 


mY 


If you receive this ſacrament, you certainly do 
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men, E vg lelfed it, are weak and abiel 3 t 


decline receiving the ſacrament of our Lord's Sup< 
fer; on this account, as they would then ntghtt a 


reuter duty, If they happen not to have com- 


plied with a ſober, uſeful, human ordinance ; f 
it is no reaſon for diſobeying a divine. tin F.. 
given by Chrift himſelf. 
De archbiſhop of Canterbury confirms every 
year, in the few pariſhes under his peculiar archi- 
epiſcopal province: you may be admitted, as far as 
Fw but this I am fure of, that if you re- 
ceive the ſacrament of cur Lord's Supper, you 
perform an important Chriſtian duty which com- 
prehends confirmation: And what would you 
have more? 


In the country, where the people are not 
fo numerous, and more ſimple in their manner 


of life, one may ſometimes ſee, two or three 
hundred young perſons aſſembled for the 
pious purpoſe of confirmation, But I fear it 
Is not in general ſo frequent, as in times paſt; 
when the people were more anxious, in rela- 
tion to the performance of religious duties. 

© You are alfo to obſ-rve, that the church by 
no means excludes from the altar, thoſe who 
have not been confirmed; no- queſtion being 
there 


* 


[ 95. 1 


there aſked of young „ more than of © 


eld ones. It is preſumed they come prepared- 


but if you were to offer yourſelf for confir- 


mation, after receiving the ſacrament, as ſome 
injudicious perſons have occaſionally done, 
the biſhop would not give it, as being ar 
ſary and incenſiſtent. 

This matter being ſo very clean, ln you, 


my daughter, partake of the heavenly feaſt as 


ſpeedily as you can, that grace may abound 
in your heart; and your reſolution to walk 
in the paths of virtue, ſtrengthen you as your 


years encreaſle ; that the bleſſings of heaven | 


may always attend you |. 


Common ſenſe, you may perceive, is the t | 


guide of life. To be confirmed is very uſefttl 
10 piety ; ; it is a wholeſome inſtitution : but 


to receive the ſacrament of our Lord's Supper is 


incumbent on thoſe who believe in Chri/t. It 
1s keeping one preat commandment, and a 
neceſſary part of the moral and poſitrve N 
tions, of both Chriſtian and Few. 
Conſider, that we are all of us ſurrounded 
by ſnares; and that you are as much expoſed to 
harm, through the deluſive ſmiles, as you may 
be by the e of fortune, and the adverſe 
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vents life is ſubject to. Your ſuccour can 
dome only from God: but can you reaſon- 
A bly expect it will come, if you do not ſet it? 
* Tou are, from the circumſtances of a pecu- 
 _ 4»iar'providential] preſervation, bound by the 
_ = ſtrongeſt ties of gratitude to heaven. Forget 
not the pious and judicious hymn, which l 
you learnt in your childhood: you will now 
feel the ous and merit t of 1 K. 


: 53 ; 
6, When all thy mercies, O my God, 1 
My riſing ſoul ſurveys, 1 
Tranſported with the view, I'm loſt | 
In wonder, love, and praiſe. 


O O how ſhall words with equal warmth | 
The gratitude declare, oY 
That glows within my raviſh'd heart; 
488 But Thou canſt read it there. 
Thy Providence my life ſuſtain'd, 
And all my wants redreſt, 
When in the ſilent womb I lay, 
And hung upon the breaſt. 
To all my weak complaints and cries, 
Thy mercy lent an ear, 


Ere yet my feeble thoughts had hon 
To form themſelves in prayer. 


VUnnumber'd 


| * TY SE IR 
Unnumber'd comforts on my foul, 1 17162 I, 

Thy tender. care beſtow! „ 
Before my infant heart conceiy'd _ SY NS 4 
From whence thoſe comforts flow'd. .. | 


Through hidden dangers, toils, and deaths, 
It gently clear'd my way; 

And through the pleaſing ſnares of vice, 
More to be fear'd than they. 1755 


When worn by ſickneſs, oft haſt thou 
With health renew'd my face; 
And when in grief and ſorrow ſunk, 
Reviv'd my ſoul with grace. 
Ten thouſand thouſand precious gifts, 
My daily thanks employ ; 7 27 wet 
Nor is the leaſt a chearful heart, : 
| That taſtes thoſe gifts with joy. 
Through every period of my life, 
Thy goodneſs I'll purſue ; 
And after death, in diſtant worlds 
The glorious theme renew ! 


* 


When nature fails, and day and night 
Divide thy works no more; 
My ever grateful heart, O Lord, 
Thy. mercy ſhall adore | 7 


of 3 Through 


1 „ 
* Through an eternity to Thee, | 6 855 
A joyful ſong I'II raiſe, 

'F or oh! Eternity's too ſhort, 

5 To 1 utter all thy praiſe l“ 


You cannot too chan codtemadien the | 

' charms: of this piece; nor how it ought to 

harmonize your ſoul ; and teaching every 

thought its bounds, er the uniſon and 

equal meaſure of your mind, without which 

| your voice cannot chant acceptably the praiſes | 
of your God. Utter not his praiſe with an 
| 1 unhallowed tongue, nor heart: Your piety, 
oz and ſenſibility of the ſubject-matter, will 
= give it grace and dignity. Harmony and ex- 
preſſion derive new powers from the heaven 
I fire which religion kindles. 


For man may juſtly tuneful ſtrains admire, 
His ſoul is muſic, and his breaſt a lyre : | 
A lyre, which while its various notes agree; 
Enjoys the ſweets of its own Ig * 


This i is not on] y 8 but literally true 
of the moral excellency of man, when his 
paſſions are tame, and ruled by * 


ry! 99 

« Thus David's lyre 5 Smil's wild 4 
controul, ; 

And'tune the harſh iforders of his fol: of (3 

He, on his tuneful hary did grief explore, 

And fought his 5 mind with pon 16 

reflore. 5 


” 


Nor is this . pe Bea we behold 4 as 
reſt beaſt with ſavage eyes, gaze at the warb- 
lng note, or trumpet's ſprill alarm. . 
But for the uſe and benefit of mankind, 
every, note ſhould be modulated to religious 
purpoſes; bending the mind to heavenly 
thoughts, like the ſoft ſummer's breeze, 
which fans the flow'ry banks, refreſhing » na- 
ture and diffuſing her ſweets. 
So long as your talents are 9 to 
ſuch good ends, they will give a dignity: to 
your calling, and ſtamp your character with 
honourable marks, converting That which 
has often afforded a temptation. to fin, into. 
an occaſion: of true prety and the devotion. of 
your heart to, God. This will be your glory and. 
jour happineſs. 
The human heart is ſo l Ke 
natural to the mind; and I have cften thought — 
that thoſe ſtrains were the moſt truly /eraphic,, 


and concern for the welfare of mankind, 
though they ſhould not be in themſelves 


_ expreſſion. 


_ : | ö — 
e Hail light ! far brighter than the fun { | 
Hail myſtic union, Three in Onel 


| [+ 298) I EW 
- and beſt pleaſed the majority of 3 
which carried with them the moſt ſenſibility b 
of the homage due to the Almighty; and the ' 
ſtrongeſt expreſſion of the love due to him; 


the moſt ſublime in point of art, or muſical 


In this view I lately heard ſung a little 
piece (a) much to the ſatisfaction of the 
congregation, on no leſs ſubjects than the 
Godbaad, and the excellences of chriſtian cba- 


Enlarge our hearts, relieve our cares, . 
Accapt our alms, and hear our prayers. *® 


2 


N incline the finner*s heart to God, 
To mark the ſteps the ſaints have trod, 
Gladly may. we our wealth employ ;. 

And may. our duty be our jo. 


— | 
Then let us open to their ſight, 
The precepts of the book of light ;. © 


(a), By Mrs. Farrel. 


7 08 * 
That guided by religion „%%% NTEOLN 375 + | 
They hence may walk # in virtue way.” 


In a word, be a Chri tian, and ot in 
That name! This will ſecure you againſt 
the world, and bring you peace in the end. It 
will moſt probably give you happineſs in this 

world, and certain aſſurance of felicity in that 

which is to come. Your light will ſhine, 

even before the pleaſure-loving world, and 

beholding your accompliſhment diſplayed in 

good works, it may be induced to glorify the 

great Lord of nature, who has * ſuch 

powers to his creatures. 

Thus you may be . to the greateſt 
and moſt excellent purpoſe, the advancement- 
of religion in our great city, where I am —_—y 

to ſay it is much wanted. 

There was a time when ak wid L 
vere devoted to religion, and to religion only. 
Why ſhould we not attempt to reſtore theſe 

days again? And as ſome actors, diſtinguiſti- 

ed as chriſtians, would never ſubmit to be 
caſt in the character of a villain, it will be ſtill 
more eaſy for you, to employ your talents 
in religious entertainments; or ſuch at leaſt as 
are 


| . 102 1 | 
are purified from the infernal droſs, which | 
the Hage ſometimes exhibits, * | 

Your ſex, your youth, and whatever | is 
moſt precious in you, tho” it ought to excite 
the more awful regard to religion; yet to 
judge from what we ſee paſſing in the world, 
it may expoſe you the more to temptation, 
Therefore take the adyice of an old friend, 
and guardian. Let your ſituation 833 
your reſolutions of obedience to your great 
Lord and Maſter, remembering that bis Fa- 
vour and loving kindneſs, cannot be found, unleſi 
you ſeek them at his aha Remember him! De 
this in remembrance of him, that he may re- 
member you, and plead your cauſe at the 
throne of mercy ! ! 

Beware of plumivg yourſelf on your 295 5 
the tarlieft * years are ſubjeR to be waunded 
by iche, and the arrows of death. The 
wiſeſt know not, when their hour will come. 
| You have learnt to ſing an extract from the 
goth Plalm, om the vanity of life. 


« Lord, if thine eyes ſurvey my faults, 
And juſtice grows ſevere, | 

Thy dreadful wrath exceeds my thoughts, 

And burns 8 88 85 fear. 


Life, 


bs. | RES. effi. AED... ti. i Ga 


tis], 


Life, like 3 a vain 3 
A fable, or a eng; p 

By ſwift degrees our nature dies, 
Nor can our joys be long. 


'Tis bas a few whoſe days amount 
To threeſcore years and ten: 

And all beyond That ſhort account 
Is ſorrow, toil” and pain. 


Almighty God, reveal thy love, 
And not thy wrath alone; ; 1 


O let me by experience prove 


The mercies of thy throne. 


My foul would learn the heavenly art 


T'improve the hours I have: 
That I may act the wiſer part, 
And live beyond the graue! 


Every day's experience proves the neceſſi- 
ty, of being conſtantly on the watch. Conſi- 
der theſe ſentiments, and truſt in nothing 
the world can give, or take away, compared to 
That eternal happineſs, promi iſed to the faith- 


| ful ſervants of God. 


Be to others a model of piety : let your 


example ſhine forth, not in the vanity, but 


the 
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the — of your cart. Let no flatter... 
1 ing diſtinction make any akon, * 
we. * fion on your mind! 
5 The honour and advantage of vida _ 
== ian, will be your beſt ſupport ; ſtill direct- 
= ing your thoughts to this object ; that thoſe 
| only are real chriſtians who do That which 
Chriſt hath commanded : and that whoever 
refuſes to commemorate the death of Chrifl, 
and makes excuſes for not obeying his dying 
commend, forfeits the merits of his death ; 
and can never have his fins waſhed out by. 
the precious blood which ſtreamed from 
the croſs. | 8 
Give no occaſion to your heart to throb 
with conſcious guilt; nor your boſom to 
heave with ſorrow, for ſins of amiſſian, more 
than for ſins of commiſſion. Can it be ever ex- 
pected that love and charity for your fellow- 
creatures will abound in your heart, if you 
do not contemplate the boundleſs love of Chrift, 
in offering himſelf a ſacriſce, and Propitiation 


for the ſins of the world ? 
I muſt alſo appeal to your own ſenſe and 


underſtanding ; if ſuch as live unmindful of 
this Mig, and . duty, can be fit 
1 companions 
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5 compari for en Din in 


Chrif. a 
Saviour came into the world to call /inners to 
repentance z and we are all comm anded to ad- 
moniſh each other, when fair occaſions offer; 
but not to ꝓut ourſelves in danger, with ſuch 
as will not be induced to forlake, the yi of 5 
fem ways. 

Forget not my e . ee 
regard to your religion; remembering that it is 
impoſſible for you to comply with it, if you de- 
cline the part to be performed at the altar, by 
the commemoration of the death of our Lord 
and Saviour. That you may be conſtantly / 
kept in mind of your duty, uſe the following 
prayer, every day after the intention of admi- 
niſtering the ſacrament i is proclaimed. N 


Mimighty Ged, Whol in thine infinite mercy 
didſt ſend thine. only Son upon the earth, 
to die for the fins of the world; I beſeech 
thee ſo to direct my will, that I may live in 
the moſt grateful remembrance. of the ineſti- 
mable benefits obtained by his all- ſufficient 
ſacrifice. The day approaches wherein Thou 
haſt graciouſly offered me an opportunity of com- 
memorating his moſt meritorious death and paſſion c 

* O da, 


#54 


| o I beſcech W We ay grace, 

chat I may never incur t © guile of — 
nor contempt; but prepare my ſpirit to obey his 
laft in injunction and dying command!--Let no vain 
excuſe, or wicked ſuggeſtion, divert me'from 
the ſettled purpoſe of my ſoul; that my eyes 
beholding the ſalvation Thou haſt prepared, 1 
may cheriſh ſure and certain hope of the eter- 
nal happineſs promiſed in thy goſpel, to thoſe 

| whotruly truſt in Thee, through the merito- 

rious death and ſufferings of the ſame * 
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SECT. VIL 


T HERE is no doubt of the proprie- 
ty of giving notice to a congregation, 
that at a certain time the ſacrament of the 
Supper of our Lord will be adminiſtered. ' God 
gave the IJſraelites three days warning of his 
deſign of publiſhing the law. Their feſtivals 
were alſo to be proclaimed, ſome time before, 
by the found of the trumpet ; thus uſher- 
3 5 ing 


SITY 
Ho Bs 


* 


part of the communion ſervice. 


ing in; ha ee vit h 
tion to Prepare thimſelves.. 
The type of our Lord's ene was _ 
Paſchal Lamb, which. was to be choſen, and 
preſerved by the Jews, four days, to keep them 
in mind, and prepare them for the celebration 
of the paſſovers- This was thought neceſſary 
for them, as an Exbortation is to us. 
The fir ft chriſtians, having their daily or 
weekly communions ;*and their ſolemn aſ- 


ſemblies or congregations never with- 


out them, there was no neceſſity, of a pre- 


vious exhortation: every one, not under cen 


ed to communicate. The 
times are no — altered | Some are ig- 
norant; ſomę forgetful; and many more an. 
lng to accept the invitation to the Supper of 


our Lord. An exhortation therefore becomes 


the more neceſſary: But behold it proves 
one cauſe of their not accepting the mercy 


intended! The compoſition of it is of ſuch 
a nature, that few clergyman will make 


uſe of it. The reaſon is obvious; inſtead 
of inviting their pariſhioners to come, it 
mtmidates them: But ftill it ſtands as a 


Were 


Were it not eli Avis 10 abt FOE, after | 


tion? Suppoſe it were to this effect; 3 
Deariy beloved, I purpoſe next e, 


to adminiſter the ſacrament, in remembrance 
of the death of our blefled Lord, by which 


alone we obtain remiſſion of our ſins. 4 8 


this ſacrament you may receive That ſpiritual 
food, and ſuſtenance, which will nouriſh and 
preſerve your ſouls. You muſt conſider the 


dignity and importance of it, that you may _ 


come with an humble and contrite heart, be- 


wailing your ſinfulneſs; and confeſſing your- 


ſelves to Almighty God, with full purpoſe 
of amendment of life. Reflect how ſhort 


your lives may be] This day your ſouls may 
be required: then will you enter upon a2 


ſtate of immortality; a ſtate which will be 


complete in joy and pleaſure, or ſorrow and 


pain. Bring this great conſideration home to 


your breaſt | — Live as Chri i/tians © live not. 


an hour in enmity with any man: Let it. 


not be your fault if you are not reconciled. Ve : 
Make reſtitution and ſatisfaction, to the 


utmoſt of your power, for all the injuries f 


and wrongs you may have done to others. 


Fargive, as 2 aſk TIRE of your own - | 
| offences, 


1 * $ * —& — 5 5 p . ; 


| . 109 0 
oendetg at de bang -of Almighty God! — 
Thus quieting your: ynſciences, yu may 


uſt WEE 8 Sik. rev 
If vou Rave 8 Rs to ne, 


or go to any f _ perſon you may think 


capable of adviſing you. I beſeech you to 
conſider, if by any falſe conceit of the 1 


of this part of the chriſlian worſhip, you rebel 
againſt the cleareſt command of our dying 


Tord and Saviour, to remember him by this token : 


if you neglect this remedy, appointed by the 


merciful Saviour of mankind, you will plunge _ 
yourſelves the deeper in ſin, and hazard wed 


vengeance of heaven“! 


Your. attendance to hear me this * 1 
oonſider, as a proof that you believe in the 
great truths of the goſpel ; and that Crit 
bath commanded you to remember him. Why do. 
you not remember him, in the way he hath 
commanded ?—Delay-not to diſcharge your: 
fears, in relation to this ſacrament. Our. 
Lord invites you with tenderneſs He in- 
vites you to his Supper, that, as the ele- 
ments of bread and wine refreſh and nouriſh: 


the body, your ſouls may be fed with heavenly.” 
food, and nouriſhed unto everlaſting life] 
Have faith in him! Come with a joyful 


K 3, mind, . 


0 


—_Y =_—_ — _ 
= n — 4 1 - 
— AT” . 


3 all ye that travel and are 8 Y 


and He will give you reſt. I beſeech you by + 


the mercies of the God whom we adore, to 


_ exerciſe your reaſon and your faith, and dare 
to be faithful ſoldiers of the great Captain 


of your ſalvation, even Feſus Chri , who died 


upon the croſs for the fins of the world. 


You cannot be Ignorant . our: beloved © 
Redeemer, who fits at the right hand of God, 


inſtituted this memorial as a perpetual re- 
45 membrance of his death, even till his ſecond 
coming; that is, his return in tremendous glory,. 


to judge both the living and the dead! 
As to your znworthineſs,, conſider, my bre- 
thren, that to be fri&ly worthy of ſo high an 


honour, and favour, is not the attribute of 
the beſt of men: but to receive the” mercy 
offered by the hand of God, is the deſire of - 


every penitent, and every heart inclined to 


obedience. If any of you feel diſinelined to obe- 
dience, the greater is their ſpiritual want; the 
ſtronger is the call, which their reaſon and 
under/ſianding make, to fly to the altar for 
ſhelter again/? themſelves, Repentance only. 


can waſh away your ſtains. To be unworthy - 
of mercy in the fight of God, is to diſobey 
8 | his 


N ; 55 rr * 5 
e laws; which; 1 am ſorry to ſay, the 1 
y great majority of the people are guilty" of., 
0 in this inſtance, as it were in contempt: ß 
e all admonition. Do not flatter yourſelves : 

1 the neglet? of any ol is nc Xt in 
d contempt of Wa © ðᷣ 


; My fe Ur N ac 
* cual you my trus fellous #08 ; I mean. 

. ſuch of you as have perſiſted in e 25 

I you, I beſeech, by the blood of Chrift, and 

+ bis glorious reſurrection; and as you love your- 

„ 5 own ſouls; return to your duty, and offer up 

1 your hearts, as a living facrifice at the altar 

4 of your bleſſed Redeemer ! Return, I zeal- 

5 9 oufly entreat, that he may receive you again, 
ff WM into the arms of his mercy, and prepare fer 
y x you a ſeat of glory, in the regions of everlaſt-. — 


5 ing bliſs. Do not delay! The night cometh, 
when no man can work : nor is there any 


. repentance in the grave! Return, return un- 

3 to the Lord; and may God in his infinite 

FI merey preſerve oO ſouls unto everlaſting 

>; life. | : 

3 Lou may imagine, that an nn in 

* this perſuaſive manner would be of ſubſtantial 

y uſe, and influence the hearts of many, In- 

i | | deed 4 


N 


| e eee 
chance of great uſe, to thoſe who are more 
3 by their wealngſſes and prejudices, 
conſcioug of any atrocious habitual ſin. 
But as che caſe ſtands, What can you, do, 
or any one who has lived in a habit of 1 
Hence, by not b e eee 
but repent and amend? 77 | 
Some divines with . converſed;. | 
apprehend, that we fland in need of: a neiu- 
modelled. exhortation ; not. ta refine upon gofe- 
pel truths, but te. compaſſionate the weakneſs of © 
au brethren and fallow chriſtiaus. Others ex- 
preſs their fears of making the leaf? alteration: 
in the liturgy, and aſk, ** Where are we te» 
ftop?—May we not pull down the whole fa- 
brick, and become unable to build it. up 
again ? his is poſſible but. the caution has 
more marks of falſ⸗ fear, than of ſound Jjudg-- 
ment; The queſtion is, Do we want reluf?” 
And where, and in what is it to be ſought 225 
Have our minds no reſources upon this 
emergency! Are the. fouls of millions at ale 
in the queſtion ? If one expedient fails, ſhall 
we uſe no other? Shall the clergy complain of: 
the ignorance, ** and negligence of the: 
Lait, 


N ; : . . , = 
TATE + ny „ 
ö . laity, and b become ignorant, ſupine; and neg- 5 
8 ligent themſelves . fo oo 
ſs. There are yet numerous reſources in the 
** human heart, for ſaving ſouls from eternal _ 


„ WH aeath; 1 Let them be called forth, and when 
8 experience teaches, that one is deficient, ry. 
„ WM anther: And whiltwe draw the vital airy 
| ever yield up he cauſe? it is the cauſe of 


. heaven !— I mean only to repair> the fabric, 

— and induce the profeſſed abriſlian to come un- 

>. der the ſacred roof, and worſhip his God, in 

A ſpirit and in truth, not to * down the 

— building. © 

1 Objections to ſuch ie prove tow 5 

Y much, How came. we ever to reſtrain any 

. abuſe, or rectify any miſſale Do we live in 

Y an age of  infallibility? The contrary is 

85 very evident. We lament the corrup- 

fe tion of manners, as threatening the well-be- 

. ing of the community; and if duly: examined. 

„ into, I am perſuaded the neglect of the Sa- 

25 crament of. our Lord's Supper, will e, as the 

X chief cauſe Fit. | 
The method of teaching 8 at diffe= 

. rent periods, muſt neceſſarily vary in ſome 


inſtances ; ; tho” in ſubſtance, as to moral or 
religiaus 
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5 2 eixion, iemay be. ay ume, 1 


Sen — i not neceſſary, and 
o 
| 4 60 e. arenen are we 1 hot 
u. 


faith teach &s 10 Foo I & 
Tube 3 pbes a ant 
fibility of making bad ones: but ſhall we 
therefore decline to enact laws, ſuch. as the 
exigences of human ndfure,, and. . - 
frailties zequire? ; 
Ihe Hing, by virtue of his authority in 1 
eouncil, orders that certain prayers mall be 
uſed, on certain occaſions: why not uſe pro- 
per authority in a cafe of ſach univerſal con- 
eernment as this before us? Without enter- 
ing into a detail of any alteration of the . 
turgy, I preſume it will be very conſiſtent, 
upon a careful view of the ſubject, in which. 


the ſpiritual health of the people is ſo deep- | 


ly concerned, that the heads of the church 
| repreſent it to the legiſlative body, and to: 
the king as ſupreme, in order to ſuch * 


tions as may 8 788 en ; 
Can 


Can human The „ bft 2. 8 3 
If the people ceaſe to remember the great 
founder of their faith, and vaſt numbers 
of them are become exceedingly remiſs in 
this part of their duty: if there is reaſon to 
believe, it is in any degree occaſioned by the 
language of a certain part of the liturgy, | 
what hinders it being altered ? If a new ex- 
hortation is wanted, let a very proper one be 
provided. In this caſe, the molt ſcrupulous, 
having common underſtanding, could not 
object: and not having common ſenſes we * 
not be guided by them. 

Would any exhortation of a more ple 
conſtruction; more eaſy to underſtand, with- 
out any ambiguity or involved ſands 4 and 
better 2 to the times, anſwer any we. 


ing ** ame to a den en more juſt | 
ſenſe of their religion in general? It is more 
than probable, it would be a means of re- 
forming their general conduct. 

« Is the celebration of the Supper of our 
Lord an effential you - our ä * 
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are born and bred, what we vulgarly call a 
 ebriſtian : if peace, love, and harmony if faiib, 


ix 16 7 
Da: 3 be tempted- to imagine, you . 


5 =P were born and bred in China or Japan, and 


profeſſed paganifm. Let me aſk” you, who 


hope, and charity; are any thing more than 


mere words, without any meaning? Is the 


ſoul immortal? Is there a Hate of” rewards 
and puniſhments after death ? Satisfy yourſelf . 


whether all this be a fabulous dreamy or ſubs. - 
fantial truth : and if it be revealed in That 
very book, which requires and commands, from 
the mouth of the great Lord of life, to 26. 
member him, euen Cbriſi the Son of the living 


Ged? Dath it require you 10 remember him * 


Ui altar. If it hath been ſo underſtood, by 
the chriſtian churches in all ages? This is the 
plain, common ſenſe of the matter, which only 


the fooliſh or inſane, or men intoxicated with 


pride and vice, have been ever able to diſ- 
guiſe; think of theſe things, and let your 


thoughts bring forth an amendment of life. 
Let your groſs negle#? and diſregard to the 


Supper of our Lord, no longer prevail] Waſh 


your hands/in innocency, and repair with de- 


light to his altar! Endeavour to be pure in heart 


and 


A 148 117 1 
and you will ceaſe to Ion repugnant & to pin 
moſt eſſential duty. | 15 
From what I have faid, can you do „ 
ſelf ſach jaſtice, or effeftual ſervice, as to 
implore the mercy of Chr; als in theſe e c 
penttential RO DHA 0 


= = 5 


Hear me, r merciful Savi our, 1 be- 
eech pres and let thy grace be ever preſent 
zorthy ſervant ! Unable of myſelf, to 
do any thing that is good, O let thy ſpirit aſſiſt my 
endeavours; that I may approach thy altar, and 
er up my heart in fleaty. faith and fervent 
piety! Let ibe remembrance of thee. raiſe in my. 
breaft the pureſt incenſe of gratitude, for thy pre- 
cious death and lor iaus reſurrection, and al! 
thy inexpreſſible mercies fon mantind V. anguiſh 
the temptations to \cari leſneſs and negligence, 
which ſa cloſely beſet me. Fix my inconſtant. 
mind, and follow me through all the dangerous 
paths of life ! Thou, Lord, art my Hope ! In 
thee alone is true ſati faction, and all without 
thee is inquietude and miſery O grant me the 
happy fecurity of wor ſhipping thee, with a pure 
and contrite heart. Let ny con/lant attendance 
on thy altar, fo enliven my ſpirit, and flrengthen 
: a 
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Wy reſolution, 5 6 may not. 3 any hi 8 
bHappineſi on earth, but as it flows from my love 

er thy flatutes, and obedience to thy unchangeable 

Hecrees! Hear me, O Cbriſt, thou San of be 


my prayer may reach the thrane of the An 
ad at * e be n * him N 


SECT. VIII. Web * 


Walrus r are nuts. 
| of the iniquities of mankind, Chriffi«. 
anity forbids us to indulge any capricious r 
proach, or fanatical ſeverity, It is falfe palicy 
and as falſe religion, wantanly to depreciate © 
human nature, or to flatter it. Reaſen teaches, 
.and experience proves, that a decent expreſſion 
of tenderneſs and ſorrow for the defection of 
the heart, often proves the moſt effectual wa- 
to bring it back again to loyalty, and obedjencs | 
to the Great Sovereign of the Univerſe, _ 

'The eloquence of facial love, blended with 
the zeal which religion inſpires, are the pro- 
per inſtruments for reſtoring a mind 125 
* of ö impreſſions. | 


It 


living God, and forgive my paſt miſdeedsg, that | 


4. % 4 
* 728 2 
1 e 8 © 
i N * 
. 


It is cus Mm of us are, in ſome men- 
| ſures enſlaved by cuſtom, and caprives to affec- | 


tions, - vanity or pride: but ſtill the degree 
of ſinfulneſs, eonſtitutes the degree of the 


offence. Man is an imperfet? being: and the 


great Creator of all things, knowing of what 
we are compounded, extends hir mercy and 


compaſſion to-us; ſhall we trot compaſſionate 


each other * —But mark my words Hur neg- 


_ tigence, and the negligence of the majority of 
ith reſpect go the great Chr; lian 5 


the people, » 


Sacrifice diſplayed in our Lord's Supper, is 


not the leſs horvible to the underfanding nor 


imagination! Why will you N thus 

' againſt your reaſon ? 
If That man is bleſſed whoſ Front & in the 
Lord, and who putteth his truſt in his God; 


he who walketh in the ways of art. 


ouſneſs be acceptable in his ſight? Judge 
of yourſelf by this rule. 


Conſider your habit of neglecꝭ, and 2 | 
d:ſobedience! Do you imagine heaven will 
change its decrees, and accommodate them 


to your :dleneſs and fancy: and that the re- 


membrance of Chrifl, according to the later 
| 5 Js and- 
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and ſpirit of the command contained in, the 
q New Teftament, is really no eſſential p. rt f 
your religion, as a Chriſtian? | Tn 


Numbers there are, moſt exceedingly oil 


| Gre in this reſpect, who require neither cergy 
nor /aity to take up the argument, on the 


ground of the truth of Chri iMianity: They 


and e Atupidity or vice, they do not 


attend to ſuch oracles. They plead guilty! © 
and go on in their ran/zrefſion in the ſame 
manner as you do: adding this folly to their 


* 4 
Wi 
Ys 

* 


do not diſpute it, more than you do. They 
receive the New Teſtament as the oracles of 
| God; but they are ſo benumbed with idleneſs 


ſin, that they ſupport each other. They | be- 


lieve, that of two evils, the danger F receiving 


. unworthily, and not receiving at all, the latter 
is the lea; not recollecting that this ſup- 
- poſed leſſer evil, is founded in the preſumption. 
that they may neglect this duty, yet not draw 
on themſelves the reſentments of heaven. 
Nou, were you to fit in judgment on them, 
could you in conſcience acquit them? Why 


then do you imagine you ſhall be acquitted? 
Tour conduct is in the higheſt degree 


"abſurd. The rule of government of the great 
Lord 
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Lord of Nature, i is not founded on capricious 
principles z ſuch as you find among the child» 
ren of men. But could you act a more ex- 
travagant and abſurd bart, if ow n it 
changeable ® 

Thoſe who do not receive the word of Ged | 
as their law and guide, cannot with pro- 
priety be faid to believe, If they bring not 
forth the fruits of belief, can their faith take 
root in their hearts? Belief is of no ſignifi. 

cancy, unleſs in the end it produces repent- 
ance. Every day's fin hardens the heart. 
Evil habit is another name for friendſbip with 
the Prince of Darkneſs. The paſſions grow- 
ing leſs tame and governable, man forgets that 
he is to appear before his God, 

Have you really given yourſelf time to con- 
ſider what your obligations are, as an intolli. 
ligent, rational accountable being ? Reflectꝭ, and 
you will bid fair to embrace a practical Chriſ- 
tian faith; ſomething more than what floats 
in the imagination, or is ns. by the 
fooliſhneſs of the heart. 

You ſay that you believe i in the New 770 
tament : Shall I attempt to prove to you that 
you do not believe in it? The firſt principle 

„ in 
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in human nature is ſelf-preſervation, the ſoul 
as well as the body. You do not regard your 
felf-preſervation, with reſpect to the chief ob- 
ject of it. Belief in Chrift diſplayed in the 
_ remembrance of him, is in that book ſtrictly - "of 
required, under the ſanction of his dying 
commands: You know that you do not ſup- 
port your belief. What purpoſe does it an- 
ſwer? You remain in the ſame ſtate as an 
 7nfidel, - with regard to the charaQeriftical | 
mark of à Chriſtian. If you are ſo fooliſh, 
thoughtleſs, or vicious, as to neglect your 
duty, you agree in practice with the infidel. 
He may ſcoff at the Supper of our Lord; you 
do not regard it you turn your back 5 you 
never go to it, What ſignifies your belief, 
if you a as if you did not believe? The 
devils believe, and tremble; you do no more! 
What greater care do you take of your ſoul, 
in reſpect to this mementous article of the Chriſtian 
religion, than the Fs If he is a > as ſoare 
. 
f You ſce, my friend, _ the . of Na- 
ture proclaims to us, as the eternal law of life. 
Behold the” fear of the Lord, That is wiſdom, 
aud to depart from evil, That is underſtanding. 
7 IM . 
3 | 


ct 13 ] 
To be Fir alle in the ſenſe of the Sacred 
| Writings, is to be a fool. On this authority I. 


call you 2 fool, the effects of your folly be- 
ing of the moſt-deadly kind! How can you 


be ſaidito ſear God, in any other ſenſe than 


that of flying from his altar? Or how do you 


depart from evil? So long as you perſiſt in 


your diſobedience, you perſiſt im doing evil. 


Every thing is to be hoped for; from . | 


ſenſe and candour, and honeſty of heart, theſe na- 


turally leading to faith in the word of-God. 
But what good, I ſay, can come of weakneſs and 
perverſeneſs ? ' Whither do folly and. evaſion . 


lead? —Certainly not to happineſs ! 


I do not deſpair -of- von, becauſe 1 perceive - 


you lend an ear to my words, For heaver's 


fake, conſider and. amend / Be humble. Be 


obedient : The Lord ſetteth. up the meek but 
he bringeth the ungodly- down to the ground. 


Will not his anger bring the ob/rnate children 


of diſobedience down to the earth, and con- 

demn them for their rebellion?: 
You have frayed! You muſt be ſenfible 

that you have wandered far from the paths of 


reaſon and common lee. If you go on, you 
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will ſoon'reach the ſummit of folly . Thins: 

Cipice-appears horrible The vaſt extended? © 
| ocean of eternity, that © pleaſing,” dreadful” | 

object, lies before you ! The boiſterous bil- 

lows daſh - againſt the rocks, to which your 
poor veſſel is approaching. I beſeech you, 
_ change your courſe ! Vou may well tremble; 
but trembling alone will anſwer no end. 
You muſt exert the frength which God hath . 
given you, and pray for an increaſe of it: and 

the more ſincerely you pray, the more power 
you will receive, to combat the evil principle 
within you, which is the cauſe of your danger. 
For heaven's ſake, return Return, and 
hold faſt your duty as a Chriſtian, and glory 
in the name! From the morning when you 
fend up your prayer, till you offer up your. 
evening ſacrifice, think continually that you 
have the happineſs of being a Chri/tian.—Con- 

template your bleſſed Saviour and your God | — 
Behold him under all the bitter taunts his ornel 
enemies could deviſe 1 Behold him bleeding on the 
craſs See the rocks burſt ! and the clouds dar- 
ten with a dreadful murmur ! Feel the earth 
tremble, aud nature agonixe with her expiring 


Lill you forget him? Will you not 
remember 


remember bim, by-an/humble and joyful, cm- 
pliance with his heavenly command, Do this 
in remembrance of me? And is not the Lamb 
that was flain,, and hath. redeemed us to God by 
bis blood,, entitled to. your "remembrance ?. Is not 
he worthy to receive power, and riches, and wiſ- 
dom, Arengtb, Bonour, and an and bleſſing, for 
ever and ever? Rejoice and be exceeding glad, 
that . you are admitted to the honour and fe- 
licity of diſcharging this important duty! 
Graſp the occaſion of commemorating the dear me- 
morial of your adorable, and adored Lord, Jour 
great Maſter, generous friend, and divine bene- 
fattor ! Cheriſh. in your boſom, the high pledge 
of his exalted affeftron, and venerable love 
Nothing can be ſo ſenſeleſs as to imagine 
it to be a matter of indifference whether you 
act like a Chriſtian or nat. If you are really a 
Chriflian, you will at a moment's thought 
conclude, that the inHructions and commands 
given by Chriſt, are the words of eternal life! 
In Chrift is truth, wiſdom, knowledge, glory, 
and immertality! In him reſides the perfection 
of the Godhead. — Will you ſtrive to der 
face thoſe marks of remembrance, ſo natural to 
the native generoſity of your ſoul, and ſo 


eſſential to your „ in both worlds? 
Dat 


** 


t T 


e can you poſſibly cena 
ſuch goed aiſpofttion, without obedience to the 
important inj unction left on the moſt ſacred: 
 Rerord Rau and confider! There you find | 
theſe: words, Do this in _remenbrance of nr | 
If inflead of a common printed bock, or ve-- 

nerable manuſenivt, this. ſentente were cut on 
rocks of polifhed marble, emulating the 
clouds in bright; and embelliſhed in adaman- 
tine characters, tall as the lofty cedar on the 
ſacred mount, and more brilliant than the 

Ten in his meridian glory, —it could not be 

more forcible on the . or * . 
. heart of man! Hg : 
Bauch is the rest Cbiedt of genuine (ir. 1 
zimt, with reſpect to this demand of obediince- 
The invitation to accept the mercy offered: 
The intention of grace and fuvour, ſo much 
beyond the power of. all. earth-born creatures 
to beſtow . It is indeed wonderful to behold 
the ſtupid ingratitude of offenders! This in- 
junction hath for its object nothing leſs than 
lift and immortality- — immortal glory in the: 
regions of the bleſſed! | 

The ſun, with all its ſplendid nts. 
and life-reftoring heat, will periſh; and all its 

glory 


TY - 
; glory become mie But ada 
Chrif came topreſerve, will never die! This muſt 


live, in pain or pleaſure'!-—82 are the deerees of 
heaven! Why: then will you-ſo fooliſhly and 
madly contend, and fight againſt yourſelf? _ 


Why will you ſhew a reluctance to obey him, 
who is. the Lord of Life, © in whom all that 
live and believe, though they were dead, yet all 
they live?” Ho can you forbear Ws 
into this prayer ? 


if 1 forget Pg Lord, let « my right hand 
iſe its cunning; and every faculty ef my 
foul expire If by the performance of ſo eaſy a 
taſk as this, z grarious Lord, art 
pleaſed to require, I can expreſs my obedtence';, 
love and gratitude will prompt me to wiſh, it it 
were ſame greater thing ! But fince it is this, 
which thou dgſi command, with joy will T fly to 
thine altar, pour forth my heart, and ſupplicate 
and adore thy mercy ! When I think of my great 
and manifold offences, and that thou, O mighty 
Saviour and Prince of Peace, haſt deigned to ac- 


cept the offering of my remembrance of thee, 1 


Stand aſtoniſhed at thy unfathomable goodneſs ! 
T hy celeſtial ſmiles comfort my heart ; and 1 
rejoice exceedingly in thee, my Friend! my Sa- 
vioer ! and my Grd. / 


Such 
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Such may be your Wale n "Tax 
Jour hand on your brea/?. Call up tlie cun- 
Hour of your heart; and all the Arength of your | 
under landing. Sitin judgment on your folly 
and Rags and write down the- ſentence 
you will paſs ! Then, my friend, will you 
fee how ſtrange, nee a _— it A | 
oo be eee EO 

| You talk of your fears of receiving unuvr- 
2hily ; ; but never think of your unworthineſs in 
not receiving | Do you ever reflect that your 
very plea, is the chief cauſe of your diſobe- 
dience? Can there be a greater proof of un- 
worthineſs, in the common ſenſe of mankind, 
than a neglect of the * mjunction of a ing 


Friend ? 
It is obvious to common bb chat you 


confine your notions of unworthineſs to the ob- 
ject of your ſecret reſerves and evil habits ; and 
conceal it with a cloak of pretended humility, 
which will not cover it: The cloven foot 
appears. Vou fondly i imagine your ins will 
become the leſs ſinful, becauſe you do not go 
to the table of our Lord. Enquire, JI beſeech 
Fou, of your own heart; it will inform you 
that you are cheating yourſelf into deſtruction. | 


5 1 


+ 129, 2 
1 you go on in this path, it can lead to no- 
ching but eHiruction ! Reflect on your dignity 
as a nan] Conſider, that you are 4 reaſonable 
and an accountable being That you pro- 
feſs Chriſtianity, your religion being replete - 
with all that is noble, generous, and ſublime, \ in 
the human ſoul; and that the great Founder 
of it laid down 110 life for you! And if the _ 
Son of God, whom all nature obeys, died for 
men, is it not ſomething abhorrent to the 
common principles of gratitude, independent of 
all hopes and Journ, that you, as a man, OE 
not remember him, as he requires 
You are ſenſible that he can ſave or de/troy ! 
Is it not a vain thing to oppoſe his will; 
and impious, to talk of remembering him, yet 
not obey him ? Remembrance, under a circum- 
ſtance, where obedience is demanded, and not 
paid, is an imfult ! PD 
Conſider the awful majefly, as well as the 
tender love of your dying Saviour; Him, who 
commanded the „orm to ceaſe, and it became 
a calm Him, at whoſe ſacred word, the lame 
man walked, and the blind was reſtored to 
bt Will not you obey him in this calm, and 
comfirtable, and bright command? You are 
5 M | not 


not ignorant that he died, and roſe again \ from. 
| the grave; and after ſome time dwelling on 
the earth, aſcended in triumph into heaven, 
and now ſitteth at the right hand of God, 
in the full glory of the cternal Trinity, i incom. 
ä prehenſibly ſupreme, the Lord who is all in all! 4 
And do. you not believe that finally he will 
tome again to be your judge. = 
Ihe mind is loſt in the contemplation of 
his glory! But this you know, and clearly. 
comprehend, that he came into the world to 
fave ſinners who. repent, . and return to their 
duty; but not to ſave thoſe who will not 
obey his commands. Vou know, that he 
hath left us a law, which, if we obſerve, we 
ſhall be happy ; and if we do not obſerve, we 
hall be miſerable,—for ever | This, as far as 
we learn from the New Teſſament, our only . 
fure and heavenly guide, is ſupported by the 
reaſon and conſciences of all men whoare be- | 


lievers in Chri it. 
Do you not comprehe end that 5 truth 


of Chriſtianity ſtands on the baſis of reaſon, 
without which we could not have any faith? 
Faith. is reaſon exalted: it is the evidence 6 of 


things not ſeen : It is ſupported by humility, 
| 1 without 


T: ry 1 . 
without which a man cannot be a Chri zien, 
in reſpect to the firſt article, obedience to the I 
laws of Chrift. WO "a 
Chri ift, the Saviour and 8 of * 
world, is the ſacred perſon who hath left this : 
| memorial and inſtitution on the earth, by which 
he would be remembered; declaring to thoſe 

' who ſhew their belief by their obedience, they 
ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting life ! He, 
in whom dwelt the fulneſs of. the G odbead, 
declares they ſhall live for ever. 
Think of this, my fi friend, and be no longer 
an enemy to your own foul . / —Your negli of 
duty hath nat yet brou icht you into a ſtate of 
deſpair : you ſtill hope for. good, and he that 
hopeth helpeth himſelf. Hope, of all the paſſions 
of the human breaſt, is the moſt pleaſant ; 3 
is the remedy of the miſerable : - but the happy 
equally depend on it. What man in His 
ſenſes can ſay, Jam ſure I hall be ſaved (a) ? 
Hope is in perpetual ſpring to cheer the 
heart of man! It is ever looking forward, 
and longing for a | future good ; and i in a reli- 
1. gious 


r 


. 


„ 
. 


(a) This indeed is one of the principles of 
* genuine Methodiſm, that a man may be 10 ure be 
el be ſaved. 


SH 


Sious ſenſe, i requires that v we ſet our affeions | 
on things above, not on things on the earth. 
And the reaſon is moſt plain and ebvious, for - 
man, with reſpect to this world, is mortal; 
but as related to heaven, immortal ! Here 
his days are very ſhort, verging quickly to 
their cloſe. There, time itſelf is loſt in eter-. 
aity Here, what is the life of man? What 
is the time allotted to him ? It paſſeth away 
like a ſhadow : he groweth up like a flower, 
and is cut down: he ſhoots up like the graſs, 
but ſoon withers away: his place knoweth 
kim no more, and he is forgotten : Of the 
truth of this, ny of every day is an un- | 
.deniable proof. 
What part then are you to act in 10 Gor 
@ ſtene, in which you have only juſt time to 
look about you and to die? — Prepare for 
your proper home, and by humility, and, obe- 
dience ta the Lord of Life, render death a 
tranſition into happineſs, which wall endure 
for ever |= — 
Life and death, heauen and bell, are ſet be- 
fore you: If you take the right courſe, hope 
will ſpring up in your breaſt, and render your 


days calm, * and joyful! Hope is the 
_ food 
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food and nouriſhmen 


the ſupreme deſire of it. The moſt depreſſed 


on earth aſpire at the ſame object 8 It is the 
moſt exalted, and the only proper object + 


Thus, with reſpect to, the zworld of ſpirits, 


hope levels all diſtinctions; and ſhews the 
mercies of God to be over all his works. 
With reſpect to this world, you find, that 
| hope is victory to the vanguiſbed; riches to 
the beggar; Health to the ict ; and Heaven 10 
| every. one who will ſeel it by proper means. But 
what can theſe means be, without obedience? 

Hope is out of the reach of what we 
vulgarly call fortune: or accident, for this 


zelates only to this world. In the, depths of 
diſtreſs and miſery, hope. mounts with bril- 
liant feathers and ſeraphic wings, ſhortening 


the diſtance between us and happineſs. Not 
t be ſorrotoful as men without hope, is a prime 
precept of our heavenly Lord. Yet hope, with: 
no other foundation than 4 preſumptuous fancy, 
is a. foes paradiſe. . 1 

Keep heaven in your view, and expect to 
find it in the ways of obedience. -Be aſſured, 


that from obedience will ſpring comfort and 


Joy! - Obey your great Lord and Mafeer, and your 
a 5 M2 * days 


t of the ſoul, and heavar 
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SECT. IX. 

HAV E been long fince convineed that 
the authority of St. Paul has been quoted 
improperly, in regard to the danger of at- 
tending the table of our Lord in an unworthy 
manner. Were he to return to the earth, 
and obſerve our preſent tempers and inclina- 
tions, what: do you imagine he would ſay? 
How would he judge of thoſe who totally 
abſent themſelves from this Chriſtian: ſacri- 
fice, left perchance they ſhould go.umworthily, 
Ana ſenſe the apoſtle did by no means allude 
to, when he wrote to: the Corinthians? — 
What excuſe could he make for-you-? In the 
general view,.it ſeems probable, that in mo- 
dern language and e he would ex- 

patiate to this effect: 
Men and Rr ra 1 Paul, a cm of 
—— Feſus Chriſi, now ſent unto you to re- 
mind you of your danger, beſeech you to- 
attend to the words which I ſhall utter! 
. 
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C135 1 
Though it it is not my province to interpoſe i in i 
lar concerns, I think it conſiſtent, to call 
you to the confideration, that you are the 

moſt favoured children of Providence, in 
that you have a moſt excellent em of laws: 

_ a ſyſtem admirably framed, and put together 
with great ſagacity and harmony, to preſerve 
the rights of human nature, upon the principles 
of the religion of our great Lord and Maſter! 
Would to God you took the proper way of pre- 
| ferving it inviolate! Though the kingdom of 
Chriſt is not of this world, the prefervation of 

| bis laws require ſubordination. - Your kings 
are called religious, and appointed the heads of 
your church. Happily your preſent monarch 

lives in the fear of God! And were you 
to reſtrain your - paſſions, you might en- 
joy your liberty in its genuine purity ; for 
where the ſervice of God is beſt preſerved, there 
will the moſt perfect liberty reign. But you 
may be aſſured, that in the ſame degree you 
depart from your religion, you invite deſpotic 
power : and thoſe who will not be ruled by 
reaſon, ſeek the rod. 

With regard to your intereſt and 3 


as a people, from the moment you deviate 
from 
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from the precepts « * your divine hege = 5 
Chriſtians, you fall into confuſion. You are 
bewildered : Vou appeal to your laws, as jf 
human inſtitutes could ſupport a well- formed ; 
government, without the fear of Gad, and obe- 
dience to his commands. And can you, be 
laid to obey the laws of God, when you ceaſe 
| to. honour the mighty Founder of your faith, and 
' worſhip not at his altars, who i is the Sovereign, 
Ihe re ſer ver and Redeemer of 1 the world? 
I beſeech you, by the God of our fathers, the 
emnipotent Lord of Heaven and Earth; and i in 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt, the righteous Judge of 
Men, to conſider whoſe you are; whether you 
belong to Chriſt ; or by your friendþip with the 
world, are at enmity with him? 

I protgſt, with ſorrow and indignati on, . 
what I bebold. You appear in my eyes, puerile 
in many of your purſuits; in others, equally un- 
mindful of your own dignity, the common wel- 
fare of your country, and the true worſhip of your 
G You at once ſully your native genetofity 
and bravery, by not daring to act more con- 
fiſtently with your own reaſon. If you mean 
to be happy in either world, you muſt devote 
a greater portion of life to the ſublime re- 
gion you profeſs; and the exalted hopes f 


i 137 1 
the goſpel. For indeed it appears to me, 
that you grow equally wanton, with regard 


both to your civil and religious liberty; mak- 


ing each a cloak for Skin kinds of evil 


practices, affixing a grievous ſtain on your 


profeſſion as Chriſtians 1 What ſtronger proof 


can I give you of this, than by your: conduct in 
| ſo generally forſaking the Supper of our Lord 9 


Thus the great majority of you betray a 


want of ſenſe, as well as piety. Inſtead of 
preparing your ſouls for the enjoyment of 
happineſs, in the favour of our great Lord 
and Maſter, you are abſorbed in worldly af. 
fairs, diſregarding his frowns, and the cala- 
mities which muſt attend them !—PFor hea ! 
ven's ſake, conſider your condition !—You 
have indulged a lethargic diſpoſition, which 
has brought on a very dangerous diſeaſe! If 


you ſuffer it to remain in your mortal ſtate, it 


will bring you into immortal miſery ! 


Hear me, and tremble ! | Inſtead of bats — 
vating that placid, delightful temper, which 


conſtantly grows from true religion, you ſeek 
your ſupreme good in every thing but reli- 
gion! What indulgences of Divine Provi- 


ones might you not enjoy Above all, the 
poſſeſſion 


TY 1 L 0 We 1 75 ? 
poſſefion of your fade. in freedom. from the | 
moſt diſtant approaches of perſecution !—But 
_ intoxicated with ignorance and vanity; the 
| Juſt of the eye and the pride of life, have per- 
verted your minds, and turned your eyes from 
Heaven !—I ſpeak more particularly of thoſe 
who will not accept the invitation giyen 
them, to eat of That bread and drink of That cup, 
which are the foretaſte of a happy eternity 
You cannot be ſo fooliſh to thigk, that whilſt 
you act thus, you have any fellowſhip. with 
Chriſt! O merciful. God !—with when, then 
are the miſerable children of fally * ? PSs: 45 | 
fellowſhip? 
In what pathetic. terms ſhall I lament on | 
condition l Every one pretends to a know- 
ledge of worldly meaſures, with. a view: to 
worldly felicity, forgetting how to govern his 
own heart. Indeed you ſeem not to know 
what manner of ſpirit you are of : -You attempt 
to make the humble, upright, tenets of pure 
Chriſtianity, bend to your follies and deſires! 
And thus you have been inſenſibly betrayed 
into greſs diſobedience to our great Sovereign 
and Law-giver, Jeſus. Chriſt the Rigbtepus ? 
In _ you have. forgotten, that he is the 
Reſurrettion 


C 135 7 | 

Reſurredtion thd the Life, and and that whoſoever 
' confideth in him, ſo as to ſhew his belief + 
by his works, „“ though he were dead, * 
oll he live ] Where will you ſeek for im- 
mortal life, but in obedience to his laws * | 
'T he cauſe” of your calamitous fituation, is 8 
want of conſiderationn | | 
It is however with exalted poſure Job- 
ſerve, the purity to which you have magna- 
nimouſly reſtored the doctrines of our religion, 
and the ſublimity of its, precepts, from the 
corruptions which had well nigh ſpread over 
the earth (a). Happy] thrice happy were it, 
if your conduct correſponded with your doc- 
trine! 

Your liturgy is an :Hinirable compoſition z : 

but to judge from the event, it is not with- _ 
out one capital defect, which has done 
great injury to the people. This has been 
occaſioned by a miſconſtruction of what 7 
ſaid in the eleventh chapter of my firſt Epi/lle to © 
the Corinthians, —Tt is molt true, I admoniſhed. 
thoſe careleſs, deluded people, concerning 
our Lord's Wanger, with a _—y their 
e 


| 


(a) Alluding to Popery. 


[1]. 45 
uct demanded; reminding them, that as 
e as they ate That bread, and drank That 
cup, with the pious care due to ſo ſacred an 
inſtitution, they did ſhew forth our Lord's 
death, till he ſhould again return in his glo- 
ry, to judge the earth! But they were ſa 

fooliſhly and viciouſly inclined ; they had fo 
miſtaken, or corrupted the inſtitution, they 
came together, not for the better, but fer 
tnbe worſe;” not only as there were hereſies - 
and diviſions among them, when they met to 
celebrate the Supper of our Lord; but that 
they confounded it with their love: feaſt, 
which became a common meal. In this view, 
they did not regard the neceſſities of their 
indigent brethren, while one was intoxicated 
with liquor, and another had not bread, e him 
to ſatisfy his hunger 
Thus, upon their own 8 of al. 

ſembling themſelves, they diſplayed inten- 
perancs and uncharitableneſs ; and not diſcerning 
our Lord's body, groſly violated the ſanctity of 
the inflitution, I ſhould have been exceedingly 
remiſs in my duty, if I had not expoſtulated 
with ſeverity. In regard to their neglect of 
the poor, on an occaſion ſo immediately de- 
voted 
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voted to God, 1 e to en an 
aſperſion on Providence, and at the ſame 


time, deſpiſe the church of Gad. Could I do 


leſs than admoniſh them, for aſſembling 
in it, as if they had no houſes to dwell 
in? I told them if they really meant to FS 


lebrate our Lord's death, and take the cup of 


the New Teſtament in Bis Blood, they departt4 


from the intention. They acted ſo unworthily 


of the deſign, that in the ſight of God and 
nan, they were eating and drinking to their own 
condemnation. Y our tranſlators call it dam- 
natim, by ſaying, “e for he that eateth and 


drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh dam 


N Ne himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's 

body.” Others of more knowledge explain 
it thus: “He that eateth and drinketh in 
a profane and irreverent manner, muſt eer- 
tainly diſpleaſe and provoke God ; fo that it 
may be truly ſaid, he eateth and drinketh 
Judgment to himſelf, He takes the readieſt 
way tc bring down the judgments of God 
upon him, not diſtinguiſhing the Lord's body, 
nor making the proper difference which he 
ought to make, between that and common food. 
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F: 142 I; 
Therefore, my brethren, i in one word, when 
Fe come together to eat, in theſe love- feaſts, 720 


| which frequently precede the adminiſtration 


of this holy ordinance, wait decently and re- 
ſpectfully one for another, till the Whole aſ- 
ſembly be convened: that you may not 
come together to your condemnation, and in 
ſuch a manner as to provoke the judgments of 


God againſt you.” - This was my ſenſe of 
the conduct which thoſe Grecian converts to 


Chriſtianity ought to have obſerved: 

In my ſecond epiſtle to them, ſpe eaking of 
the diſadvantageous impreſſions they were apt 
to receive of my perſon and voice, and the ſu- 
perior excellency of my letters, which they | 


| underſtood better than you ſeem to do, I tell 


them that I ſhould not be aſhamed, if I were 
to awed of the authority _ the Lord | 


4% 


dg oftruftion of the people; and IM I did not in- 
tend to frighten them from their duty, by my 
letters, but to invite them to it. How can 
you reconcile it with common ſenſe, that 
I meant to conſign the Corinthians to everlaſting 


 perdition, or ts prouounce ſentence 1 definitely 


fer 
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for their  tranſereſſion EE, cheftie them : py J. 
admoniſh you, Indeed you appear to me as A 
fool! ih, obſtinate, childiſh generation ! Under the 
diſguiſe of fear of being unworthy to partake 
of the Supper of our Lord, you act as if you 
Arove to make yourſelves unworthy of his rg. 
by abſenting yourſelves. from it. . Thus your 
indulgence in ignorance and indolence ; and I 
will add, your viczouſneſs and cowardice, are 
become abominable 3 - 

You take pains to deceive yourſelves, by 
drawing falſe and abſurd concluſions! How 
can the circumſtances of the Corinthians be- 
long to you? They forgot themſelves, and 
prophaned the facred inſtitution, Such con- 
duct was indeed wonderful in them; but is 
not your behaviour on the omiſſiv ve ſide, as 
wonderful in you? 

As a ſervant of che moſt high God, 1 fk 
him! I ſearch after Truth My highe/t.am- 
dition is to judge with candour and Juſtice, 
not flattering you as if you had no guilt; 
nor diſtreſſing you by any falſe or abſurd 
imputations. To condemn you on the 
poſſibility of your prophaning the inſtitu- 
tion, as the Corinthians did, would be groſs 
abſurdity : I can hardly conceive it to be- 

TR 


BT: —_ | 
got! He you can err in the fare manner; = 
many of vou raſbly and impiouſſy ſeem deter- 
mined to neglect this part of your religion; 
11 ving and dying! in a groſs tranſgreſfion. Your 
"reaſoning in defence of your conduct, is as ab- 
furd as his, who ſhould ſay, 4 Men ſemetimes eat 
end drink to exceſs, and kill themſelves; therefore 1 
will leave off cating and drinting Jo try 
the experiment with reſpect to the natural 
body, is to periſh : So if you reject the /þi- 
ritual nouriſhment of your ſouls, you draw 
down the wrath of heaven. 'Perhaps you | 
do not believe this, becauſe you tranſgreſs and 
live? Do you confider the mercies of heaven? 
If by life, you mean mere Wr er a fd 1 
or a horſe, lives ! | | 
For heaven's ſake,” make uſe of the reaſon 
Who God hath given you! What are 
| you afraid of? Your church diſcipline by no 
"means allows of That part which oceaſioned 
the Corinthians to be intemperate. You have 
- no" love-feafts previous to this ſacrament; 
on the contrary, you rather al. You can- 
not take draughts of the conſecrated wine: It 
Bath not happened amongſt. you, I believe, 


- 


1 4 
| that any perſon in his right mind ever com 
mitted ſuch an offence. Are you not aſhamel 
of being childiſb in your excules ? 


The love- feaſts of the Corinthians, however i 


charitably intended, was one great cauſe of 


their falling ſo early into an error; as it | 


5 is eaſily conceived that the richer part of 
them, not being th 


confounded it with a common. meal. I re- 
proached them that they did not diſcern, the 
Lord's body, and conſequently grofly violated 
the heavenly feaſt ; and as they thus forgot 


themſelves, they departed from the r . 


vow: ©; 
Without charity, Chr Sanity cannot exiſt 
in the hearts of men Our Lord laid down bis 
life for us, and commanded us to love one 
another, even as he had loved us. The Coriur 


thian converts forgot this material part of. 


their religion. You. always give charity 'a& 
the celebration of the Supper of our Lords. 
and fo far guard the ſanctity of. the-inſtitu- 
tion. And it might be better if yaup c 


municants were more liberal on this folems 
N 1 


roughly confirmed im 
their chriſtian faith, forgot themſelves; and 
: immediately paſling-to the Chriſtian Sacrifices, 


w# 


| occaſion, and'if the appropriation of them 
ney were more diſtinguiſhed; 


at the; ſame time countenance envyings, 


them But what has this to do 2 bertel 4 


. challenge the Corinthians, for another fault 
| Which they committed, to the great inter 


reign to yo] conduct... They were involved 3 
An Feligious diſputes::- fome of. them had made 8 


6 1 


Mabe Was ese evil thoſe Corina 3 ww 
pied FIR of ar Ane how coul bY i 5 


and droifions They were carnal, and walled 
as men 4n-the- ſpirit of the world: ' they wats by N 
no means ſpiritualized by humility of foul; and 
obedience to the divine precepts, which our - 
great Lord and Saviour taught his foll wers. 
Had I not the utmoſt reaſon to repranch 


who are not in ſimilar eircumſtances? ve 
- If you will look into the preceding 48 * 
chapter of my diſcourſe, you will find, ti 


2 
2 


tion of their duty as Chriſtians, but entirely! 


de Leruple to eat meat which had been offered. ; 

to'idels; knowing it to be ſo, alledging that 
idol is nothing but a creature f folly and fur y 
_ perffition;! and: conſequently that the goods 
Denar of God. n receive no deßleme 
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13 Ro 
tam ſuch'vanity. So far they reaſoned right: ; 
* dut foraſmuch as many of them were ex- 

8 tremely ſhocked, at the thought of taking 

= I ſuch thing, as food (a), I exhorted them 
not to join with. any aſſemblies of Gentiles, 

J by which means they would be ſecure from © 
- Fiwing each other any offence, as their conduct 
N not then be poſſibly miſinterpreted; 

In the days in which I wrote to them, there 
were three very different religions prevail - 
ing: the Pagan, to which ſome of their diſ- 

- putes related; the Jerbiſb, and the Chriſtian. 

Vou cannot be ignorant, that all: three were 

5 diſtinguiſhed by their reſpective Sacriſſces; 

and their followers accordingly known. This 

8 rendered the diſpute ſo much the more ſe- j 

rious, and their animoſity the more virutents = 

As the Few held every part of Heatheniſin as 

an. abomination, a Criſtian could not join | 

with a Jeu. He who nenn con- 9 

. ch { ſented _ - 1 

8 603 I was  gace preſent at a . ee 
1 Hftrachan, at the time of their worſhip. —Some 
- of the fruit offered to the idol was preſented to 
me; hut] felt in myſelf a repugnance to taſte i it, 
_ knowing it to have been offered in a manner 
IK which was offenſive to my reaſan and religion. 
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bented to the laying the Lord of Life; hs F ö 
Chriftian was ready to die for himl | © 

Let us now. look farward/ I entreat + 
you, by the merits of our bleſſed Lord, to 

ed that he who declines the Chriſtin 


 facrifice of the body and blood of Chriſt „leaves 


it douhtful whether he is Pagan, Few, Ma. 
bometan; or Chriſtian. You do not offer in- | 
cenfſe at the altar of Chriſt, nor conſequently: 2 
commemorate That propitiatory ſacrifice, 
which alone can fave your fouls, as Chriftians l' 
Have we not all a mutual» agreement and 
fellowſhip in one common Saviour: 2—Doth not 
that Saviour require of you to ſhew.it ? Hath. 
he not left a particular injundion a particu. ; 
kar inſtitution ? Do this in remembrance of 
me.” What are you to do? — This grand 
queſtion is moſt eaſily 2 by a believer 
in G. 
The Gentiles herificed to falſe deities, Crea- 
tures of mere invention, and alſo to devils,. 


oi ignorant and beſotted were they, 1 in regard 


to the true God, whom we adore.. You mean. 


| to have no fellowſhip. with. idolaters : You 


cannot offer incenſe with a Jew, who is at en- 
mity with Chri/t. Do you fondly imagine yow 
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ſhall be excuſed offering any Facrifi of How | 
can you be excuſed ? You. are zommanded to 
offer ſacrifice, to diſtinguiſh yourſelves as 
believers in Chriſt, and as his true diſciples, or 
followers. Do you not perceive that Chriſt 
offered his own body as. a_ ſacrifice, and has 
commanded you to do this in remembrance of 
| him, as a ſacrifice ? If the thing were diffi- 
cult, and burthenſome, it would. be your part 
to obey; but being ſo eaſy, ſo familiar ſo agree- 
able to reaſon and common ſenſe ; your folly, 
preſumption, and' abſurdity, as well as wicked- 
neſs in not doing it, kicks at heaven. Can any 
thing be a ſtronger argument that you are im- 
piouſly difobedient, than your n the 
altars of Chriſt? ? bb, 
The conduct of the Corinthians was ex: 
tremely offenſive, even to hazard their faly 
vation. I thought myſelf authorized to 
remind them, that for this they were afflicted 
with various diſeaſes, and | ſundry kinds of death 
but by no means deſpairing of a return to their 
duty; or why ſhould I have expoſtulated with 
them? I hoped that, by the merctes of God, 
my expoſtulation might open the eyes of the 

ſurviving offenders. This is what I meant; 
and 


I 250 T- 

and granting that I was warranted to chresten 
the Corinthians with everlaſling perdition, * 
they perſiſted in their prophanation of the Sup- 
per of our Lord; what is this to. you, whoſe 
circumſtances are ſo totally different '—Yet, 
If you perſiſt in your prophane diſdain, or | 

carele fs negledt, of the frequent invitations 
given to you, by your miniſters of the goſpel ; 
and continue to diſobey the command of 
Chrift, to remember him at his altar, will not de- ö 
alen come upon you, for ſ u ch e 
and careleſneſi? 
Many are the calamities which" may befil N 
you in this world; and will you invite per- 
dition to overtake you in the life to come? Be 
not deceived: Not to do that which is right, is 
in effect doing what is wrong. If you put your 
talent in a napkin, you are pronounced un- 
profitable, and that you will be puniſhed. _ 
Think of theſe things, my brethren, and 
correct the extrayagance of your ignorance and Þ 

Fey! If you come to the Table of our Lord, 
1s it to be conceived or imagined you will at 5 

or can act as the Corinthians did ? Why them do 
you entertain apprebenſions of ſuch untbö - 


, as can draw down any dreadful. 
malediction 


FX 
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malediction on your heads, making this 2 | 
reaſon for neglefing your duty ? | 

O /hame to reafon Will you be damned, for 
fear of being damned? Will you run into the 
greateſt danger, from a dread of the greate/f 
danger? Will you leap down the precipice,' 
believing you ſhall not be daſhed to pieces ? 
—0 gracious Lord, whither will man's folly 
and iniquity extend — If you will not obey, 
you muſt be puniſhed, or Eternal Fuſtice ceaſe! 

In this view I conſider the ſtreſs of your 
falſe apprehenſions, and the reaſons by which 
you would vindicate your negligence : They 
are as the fineſt ſpin thread which a ſmall 
weight will break in an inſtant. What wilt 
they avail ? Can any reaſoning be of force 
againſt an abſolute poſitive” duty required = 
your Great Lord and Maſter ? 

The Corinthians might not have any ac- 
tual evil intention to offend, more than you: 
but they offended, by what they did. you naw 

offend by your groſs negleft. _ 

In reſpe& to charity, they did not diftern, 
nor diſtinguiſh the Lord's body from common 
food, conſequently ate and drank untborthily. 


Fhey were ſo weak or wicked, as not to be 
| ſenſible 


A 
bene of che d bey they owed to n 


as fervants to one common Lord, whs bound 
them by the thes of charity, in the union of the 
Brit, and 155 binds of þ Pelice - Ao, That 


Hutu loye e, which 5 ſtrong] mar he Fel. 
gion 0 Fake e Lord!.— 45 e 


| 100 Beth not 


| Bt Hol "I 


bis Þrather, hom he bath 


pEWRers abe e reigns, 


obedience e 7 en 3, Fa biker 


l en 
1 ompariſons Where there. is no 
likeneſs of. — is folly and mad- 
neſs; In the eye of reaſon it only proves, that 
you eek for an exeuſe, to decline making 
this ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving; as if 
vou had no inelination to anne 
ſhew him any gratitude! . ee , e 
You muſt be ſenſible of he Wrede Flu 
Tove : ĩt. is 'the great leading prin&ple of your 
civil liberty. If you vill follow the*batinier 
of the Great Captain of your ſilvatitn'y ol mu 
love one another, as you. th us 1155 Torth 


your love for bim. What 1 is it ig rhtens you? ; 


4 8 as 
- 7M 2 


Being in charity with your neighbour, 


are you repugnant to ſhew forth a comment» '| 
ration of that death which reconci tes you to Chrift, | 


and 


ſeen, 2 love E God : 


[' 153) 


| and euld reconcile jon to each 
| afraid of deeds of ja/tice, merey, and obudiance 


5 Are you i 


| - Theſe will qualify you to be partakers of the 
5 bleſſed body and blood of your Redeemer - 
5 Abſorb your fears in the love of God Learn 4 
J the length and breadth and depth of the divine 
F philanthropy,=—ſo far ſurpaſſing the utmoſt 
* ſtretch of human power to conceive It is ſo 
b highly deſerving of your utmoſt attention, that 
"ns | nothing ought to afford your minds 10 Arn 
1 true joy, and delight. 
0 Hoy it came to paſs, that you ee aki 
4 advantage of a circumſtance, foreign to your: 
at WW ſituation, and fo much again yourſelves, can 
8 be reconciled on no other principle, than that 
if you were more ſolicitous to find reaſons for 
or _ idleneſs and negled?, and a preſumptuous liberty 
We of ſinning; than to be ative and indufireous inn 
740 your high calling, keeping youſelves in awe 
zur not to commit offences againſt God. In 
every view it is equally mournful and aſto- 


niſhing that you ſhould be ſo deficient in 
ſenſe and candour, as well as piety 75 7 
To ſhew the abſurdity of your falſe fears, 
I will mention another particular. I hold 
your liturgy in general in high eſteem, as 
a pure, primitive, apeflolical compoſition ; x 


but the fuft exbortation in your communion 


0 6 


7 


8 Yet Ped 
2 = I 
4 — 
1 IIA 
py — 5 = oil 
MRO. 
5 „ by 
a * ung 
#3 
"= 
"of 


8 
3 
r 
nr 


+, EEO wa 3. * 
ws. — — 85 12 
8 ——— Cx r 
. — —— ern 


1 
ww Ihe A  apiv ere 


— rn WAS Aero ys. 


tre 1}) © 155 
{ers „ in »whichugouchaves igtroducgd, my 
atiments,;-you miſapply them. „L undepr | 
aild it/i$-narvly wed, perhaps mouer h on | 
fible 2r gymith;| as anſwering no good 
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24 puppoſg; 
but it fands as 4 part of your church ſetxige. 
It (is: indsed an exbortation,..and alſo an in- 

| v#atinto*come; to the Supper of our Lord; 
but inſtead of priſuading, it. threatens, c- Nor 
thing on earth is Perfecs. and you, den 
48. de offended at à make. in otheg mig. 
bend yourſelves conſcious of. great aſfences l. 
Your clergy, being learned, and piqus, and 
boflelfed of great knowledge of the worldʒ and 
examiners of other men's hearts as well as their 
o, do not expect a degree of purity.beyond 
the Hint and juſt. grounds of unpab tation But 
in the ſame breath that this exhortation in- 
vites to the important duty of the Chriſtian 
Sacriſſce, it ſhould not fwppo/e: that yon will 
dome like ohen, unknowing what it mean; r 
ſo ab to need a; threat of Aceh Aaſtruction, on 
account of a paſſible unruurih ineſi. It, alludes 
not only to / paſt, of which yu arg better 
"alle to judge; but alſo of ſins to come, of which 
you may be unable to form an adequats i dla. 
Thus you feel your minds oyercaſt with terror, 
hen you ſhould think of oy, and ge 
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19 
Such # ſenſe was: ſoteign ita thy ap 
fön under ſuch circumſtances as yeurs: 
feetus'unzba#thy of being a parti of your giturg 
to imagine, chat if;youtake the holy facfiment 
unworthily, the devil may enter into an, ns he 
entered into Judas Iſcariat, and. flliog ;you- 
full of 21] Iniquaties, bring you . Geſtruftion 
both of body and fou: This extravagant. al. 
luſton was; I preſume, well intended, to guard 
the table of dur Lord from  profanation; but 
not flxing determinate; idea of ſueb under tl 
neſs; it operates very diſadvantageouſly, creating 
rather a total neglect, than a vigilant attention. 
Indeed the event juſtiſies this opinion. 
There is a manifeſt deficiency.of ſenſi and 
pat in not drawing the line with preci- 
ſion. In the manner this reaſoning is placed, 
it can do 0 good, but it does great æuil. 
* What affinity have you with Fidas Iſcurios ? 
* You are taught what this: ſactament means 2 


1 are you wantonly to ſuppoſt any cuil to 
al follow good, which would not happen more 
probably without the good part? The ab- 
5 ſurdity of this kind of logie is glaring. You 


might as well ſay, Every man, after re- 
ceiving the ſacrament of our Lord's Supper; 
may be guilty of a heinous crime; therefare, no 

man ſhould reccive the ſacrament of our Lord's. 

02 TN” 


| if 2496 iÞ 
Supper. Turn —— tdi [and it 
*Rands with a fair and unblemiſhed coun- 
tenance. Every man is ſubject to in: if 
you 22 net perform thi is ſolemn duly, required 
tie religion of Chriſt, you lay your ſelf the more 
open to great temptations ; you will be more ſub- 
Jeet to fall. you will have the leſs Ritength to 
recover; and thus endanger. your ſalvation ih in þ 
much the higher degree / — But if you habituate 
yourſelf to riceive, you will be kept in awe; and 
yen will be more an objec of the divine mercy. 
— But not receiving, is living in a great habitual” 
fm; and habiiual ſins lead to dgſtruction? 77 
On which ſide does the argument cut ſhatp- 
oft: and which is moſt agreeable to 727 
and common ſenſe ; for receiving, "or a 
it? I. appeal to the common ſenſe c = 2 
meaneſt peaſant, if any one of you, being con- 
vinced of the great truths of Chrifti ranity, 
comes to the altar with a good intentioi ien, (and 
« bad one it is abſurd to ſuppoſe) and 4 Gould 
afterwards be guilty of any fin, more than. com- 
mon, is it not ten times more probable he git 
alſo repent of ſuch fin, and obtain forgiveneſs, 5 
after being a worſhipper of Chriſt, at his altar, 
than if he had erat 9 5 2756 ＋ "from, 
he communion table # | 1 
e 1 DEN I Let 
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| time hath: the z2al of a 119557 5 en 
reaſon; and diſcourke, and injured ths cal 5 1. 


meant to füpport“ Ag N 
8 the winity' 7 hoſe | 


fire. the ihnocent cate.” 9 5 ys " you 
duty, leſt habte ſhould confirm you in in then, 
my tender obt Gals ttuly defperate! The? 
ſeech.) you, by the fove of God, MA filrg af— 3 
. ſeth 400 human underſtanding, © 
make your yows "before him; ae, 0 * 
incenſe of ye VO: Pearts, 47 the altars af your. tt 5 
fed Redeemer } His. mercy was extenc 
ne, although through ; a miſtaken zeal, I} 
fiercely perſecuted his followers: Bard was; 
afterwards ho | lefs indefati able in all my} p. 
ſults i in his Sause,  regargl efs* of. any danger. 
* 
here: the Tove "of "Chr; if: and 55 | ite 
debt for bis e, Called me; H. 
gave 8t, pas! Wben in the bitter ag 
his ſoul hi 8 teats flowed i in; 7 Ard ams. 
ſtom a con viouſnels of his guilt in lenyi 1 1 
Lerd au Mifthy = $6. Petth, you-kif0W, Jud- 
ten ww teied, 1nd . Ader e of © 
the evil he had committed: and ter 1 Wie of 
active zeal and piety, at length laid down his 


th Gf P 


life. far the truth in Chriſt. That Saviour, 
who prayed eyen for bis a mur derers, knowing not- 
172 17 44;, will he not forgive you. your paſt 
es; But can this be, unleſs you repent of 
n, and turn from the evil of. your ways ? 
rte Fews and Genti 50 who were converted 
the miracles th ſaw ; or by the preaching 
his apoffles and evangeliſts, repented in 
| oh and "aſhes. Will you reſiſt, che light 
| one upon you? or can. you-pretend = 
LN 3 1 5 45 not for ſake Chriſt, though vn | 
abt in Hit altars ? You ſeek him in the tem- 
Ez s of Gr O49 and you pray in his, Nane; hut | 
wt 40. not give him the worſhip, he de | 
* 0 Jou kg Not offer up, at. bis Altars, 
4 5 d bedies, 45 a reaſena able, 'bely,. ad 
| live my een acrifice,, though he offered vP his life for 
2 be great altar of nature's God, under 
umftances of cruelty, pain, and ignomiuy 
he eath and ſufferings 1 he paſſed throughs 
þ ch the hearts, of, angels, may berfgidite 
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have Þle r all, the W 
it can be imagined. man ſtood in need of. But 
of what Uſe © can his, death 455 Suffering bg co 
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18 wail ger come d to bis aller, Joni nat 
(i bim. | Can n fact be more indußitalie 
gx je ſe] Ke e 5 1 \ ST IF\ POE PITT A EY. 
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Where is your faith Why do you pre- 


W 


tend to be Chr; i/tians ? How can your preten- 


ſions be admitted; if they are not founded in 
truth, nor the common ſenſe of mankind ? 1 
you go on, in ſuch negligence, how can you 


finally avoid periſbing? _ 


IJ am now ſent from the dire of lesen to 5 
warn you of your danger; and to implore you 


to conſider what your condition is, and what 


it may be !—1f you, who hear me this day, will 
conſider, and return to your duty, no longer 


provoking the Almighty to vengeance: if you 


will remember Chrift, as he hath commanded 
you, be ye Jure, that he will remember jon; 3 be, 
your Redeemer and Mediator ai the throne of 
Grace and Mercy, will receive you into favour | 
Be not afraid of the war fare of life Keep 
the glories of immortality in your view |- — 
Never loſe ſi ight o of your proper home, to Which, 
by the decrees of heaven, you are travelling 
with a more rapid pace than you ſeem aware of 5 
—80 ſhall you act up to the dignity of your na- 


| ture, —even That nature, which the Son of 0 Ged 


ſubmitted to take on himſelf ! 
Forſaßte your iniquities ' Make your bum- 
ble ſupplieations to the throne of grace and 
meroy;" that"through faith in the blood of Chrift, 
you way be induced to es Jour ' fouls and 
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mary chat bz died; or, in other words, 2 
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Guei Na 
hes from the S uppet of der Lord. ff 
e the Chri/tion, worſhip! 
Sack. abſence, can never fill Jou, rp Erft 
non-peauguly benedBjen.: nor alture 3 : 
by, fa VOUr, Without which all 155 LY 1 
2 ending in ſubPantiaN miſery "oy Not bing. 


leſs than obedience can make you bears! WE! 
_ of fs everlaſh ng kingdom, by the 
his m9 Pr eciotis 2 and ha.. F With 
out” obedience, is it poffible for you! WE ** 
if kuck 800d ben as wil engage Sox's 
hp, and give you the profiler öf 
1 PH Wow? 97 20 #3137 798} eise 
"Tiſleadof uſing wordrof imimiiluribu, let your® 
milnifters in Chrift cominually inſiſt on the ne- 
cellity of your remembering Chrift at his altar ab, 
che ſwundation- tone on which the ſtructure of 
Chriſtiuniiy is tailed. Withoigi d mnetndtal offi 
thy: deb of Chri/h,. What. ſechrity EC 
t you ſhall not: totally loſe all meg 


you.thall poggotaly. ceaſe to Ae 
\You, are [fenſible,.. 19 8 alli the 15 

churabes, are tenacio 

ar 'Blood ; * CRP" at 1 We 


Nen 00 
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and ſupplications unto God the Father, in 


Trin this work is-accompliſhed, let choſt- 


from thoſe of the Corimbians, a different lan- 
guage muſt be held. S tos ſeek for rar 


eee 


e 


Aaglicam t ; , | 
your wee We not mans on this — 
event, 4h Krb bf Chrift, there is nd realen 
io expect you will conform to his labs THe" 
great majority of you ſtray from cn path 4 
of life, in a manner terrible to relate wk 
O may your teachers Arrive to bring you "back; by. 


all the perſuaſive arts of Chriſtian eloquence 4 
May they incline your hearts to make prayers 


the name of That bleſſed Redeemer, this oom 
memoratiye ſacrifice of whoſe death, is tha 
meant of arriving as the-great:en®ic ! 


who are in their right minds, labour inceſ- 
ſantly; and let not the people ſtray, as lofitng: 


ſight of the Groot Sbepherd j their ſou mm 


Vour circumſtanoes being totally different 


to doubt F the murcier Ce] Ide cun en 


Preſs the noble dats bf thi Lana, "or nee forth all 


bis praiſe ” Bleffed 4 are they "that. pur te 
judgment and do ee e 4 | 
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* 164 162.2] 
Phrraie toll, to 


dane, din and Death J And not iy — 
Kindle up the flante, uhich may comſume _ 

Pee you? glory, into your ae is 
TE I beſeech you, no! lter provebic . 

mighty to anger, by any negligent" conduts, 
which favors much of indiſfarence, or d, 
dain;" for if theſe produce the very ſame ef- 
Rete; de peu not ivantenly oppoſe: ynun ta 
ſalvation? - Why will you, like: theughtlo/, 
irratimal. beings; decline the office of fran 
as well as religion? The o knoweth his 
maſter's all, and the af5 his eri# ; will not 
vn recollect yourſelves? Will you not learn 
who: your- Maſter is, even Chriſt: ib Sem 
the living God? Will you not conthmplate 
'be-hath dine; and what h hath f 
for you] I beſeech you, to conſder that he 

command you to remember him at his altar! 
—OCan any command be mote an object of 
dee well as fuiibs 10 2t9) 11588 3%; Pi. 
'- Thoſe who 2 | an Obrifycradd 


never think of this part of the worſhip of him, 
v3 eta | + 15 


- 2 


K 188. 1 l 3 

nor dylan the remembron hl 3s 8 
cordon ae 
lequenges [000] Ader K the N 155 W 1 8 1 
as it were: only. A. ceremonial ty. which * 
are ualifed to bold offices, and. hardly BEN orm 
the duty with external decency, let them : | 
take heed to their ways, and conſider) ee 
fatal conſequences. As, thoſe who will nat 
receiue, ean hardly be. ſaid to believe ſuæh as 
receive irreuerently are guilty. 4; mockery, and 
inſult. the Lard of Life. nn 2X0 784 0+ 3416.8 

The number of ſuch irreverent perſons can 
be but ſmall: The fate ren 
whom offices under the erown are given, ar 
Cbriſtians, or they could not, by 88 
ſtitution, be employed. It is alſo preſumed to 
be a proof that they are of the Anglican church; 
and that their making this ſacriſiee at the 
altar of Chriſt, is at once a talen and pledge 
of fidelity to Gd, their 4ing..and:. country. 
They who cat That bread, and drink That au. 
with no view to their ſalvatian, highly af. 
fend the Great Lord ef Heaven and Eaxth;{; If 55 
they offer this incenſe on no other goca- ; 
ſien; regardleſs of the table. of: our Lord, E 


bs hey ene this. a. eee 
llt Ar 2 4 20 480 2 ſacrifice 8 
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6. 1 
, becriſice a mere national 1 | 


hearts have no ſhare, they certainly dodo 
diſcern. the Lord's mo more E 
n e 
AIWarm ſuch perfank: of theje great danger 
as I did choſe of that antient ſtate of Cres} 
for ſurely ſuch conduct is an abominãtion in 
the "fight of God, and can never Infüre be 
9 of the great Jud ge of Heaven and 
Earth! Where there is no humility nor Ane 
eee no incenſe is offered, which 
n make a ee ſavour to reach the 
e God „ 2 e ee e ITO 
Read your: | Nas 77 enen | ener . 
i ſaid by St. John of ſuch as are negli. 
_ gant, with reſpect to the body and Blub 
of Chrift,' ſpiritually diſplayed in this Ch 
tian Sacrifite! Read; be converted, ani tie! 
Aſſure yourſelves, that ſancerity gf hrurt, 
repentance, and a neu life, will be acceptediat 
the merciful hands of God This is the 
language of a Chriſtian But thoſe who evade 
their duty, by abſenting themſelves: from the 
Supper of our gracious Lord, and obſtinately 
diſobey his command, is it wonderful they 


ſhould be tre ame 01 th the ſhadow of death? 
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give ibem fm 
Do not imagine that T ever mean to Tn 


* our — Fwy dies Fin 
0 femme 0 2 retgrn iu 


Tena imino rad 
Let every Obrifticn reflect what Chrs 

means. & This is a true ſuying, day 

of all men to be received, that Ch ]) yen u 


into the world to. fave ſinnorr (a) Su. n 
we" have an Aue, | 


ſaids. e. If any man ſin, 


he ts „ be ().“ 0 13 \ 
Perplex not yourſelves with falſe'comteirs; 
or human opinions of learn or wit 


men $7 hear the words of cetera Wes "ads: 


cnding/ e obey i Jaws; and. read. with 
care, I entreat/youall, by the infinite mercies 


of . and che n, inan and com. 


(a) St. paul to o Tim. I 8 1s _ 
(8)'St. PR "he 


hoo $10. toi 
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Learn flo tis great event, hs voto ns rl 
"Bleed Eord is in merey] If you repent, land 
turn from the evil of your ways he bath a · 
ſured yu, that he cam? into the word e, 
ners that repens, and his word hall nauer 
Tan The viſible heaven and earth ſhalb paſs 
away, but his word will endure for ever dd 
#1 No longer neglect your holy religion by 
5 any vicious Teſerve, with reſpect to the "chief 
article of it. The Corinthians were irreverent 
aid uncharitable: : They did not diſcern the 
Lords 8 body. Do you d diſcern it when you” neg | 
. et and diſobey. your, great Lord and Maſter 
If. you comply in one inſlance, why r not i in 
another? Shall the commemoration of þ 515 death 
jam the ſins of the world, and his gloriags Feſur- 
rection for the redemptian of it, be ftbe fart 
neglected | If you Forget him in this i inſtance, 
in which do you pretend to remember him 

I hope you will no longer uſe my mitheriry, 

in the application of my words to the C- 
thians, fooliſhly intimidating yourſelves from 
coming to the Supper of our Lord; and par- 
\ 6 ng not to uſe the 6 word iltbor#y)in a. 
it ago 12 n. 


— ar are Fe the 
particularieivcumftance9of thoſapeaply.. 1.1 ; 
bn en mb be. ſenfible, that to bee 5 


8 What: do: you imaging en be | 
expected of you, beyond fncerity 39f heart, 
faith inChrifty and attention to the great Law- 
giver and Lord of Life, in the ſeveral;relative 
ne of your preſent fate, being 80% as 
| childr en, parents, maſters, and JOE * goed as 
Friend, huſtangs, or. wives z cargful, 2 
Gre, mp indyſirious.;, always, carrying in 


pk. ou mult one day give accoun 
11 at they judgment ſc ES at 0 47 


} ban left y ou a jaw for the guide of 10 
take iced, aut follow it. 1nllefd of being 
frightened 3 at the word unvorth „ think of 'the 
perſuve Janguage of our bleſſed Lord, *\ Come 
uno me, all ye bat are heavy laden, und Fill 
refreſb yo (a) God fo loved the world, that 
he' gave hir only- begotten Son, to the end that 
all that beliave in him ſhould nut periſh, e 
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0 Dis , bios J ine to: 2 1 iich. 


8 (h Se, Matthew, Xl, 46. ITEM , 
- $:15(&) St. John iii. 16. 


„ „ 


De be orie e N 
chel "overcome the'werld'!”” Ne indeed 
That world: which is ar en 
1 — 4459 TRY AT d 28 * | 
9 2 nm hi is wb - ſite abt whole 
atknbüte js always to have alercy, though Bis" 
| juſtice never flumbers nor ſleeps, 'You ate 
ſenſible it is not given to us, to Nn N 
the ertributer of the Deity, in their full extent: 
Es vamine your own hearts, and take 7 no Fains' 1. | ; 
Arcere Ve : your ſei ves, and all will be well with yo C 
Chri if,is is the great Shepherd of Soi uls; 1 
bleſſed and beloved Son of God, of witbin' you, ? 
bare received your f faith i in God, even the Pa- 
rent of Angels, the Father, the Sovereign, ot 
5 the Friend of all created Beings! 41 55 Ch 7/6 
who, by means ſo incomprehenſib le jo mort | 
men, hath brought. you to ſo eminent a oe | 
ledge of the Saviour of the World „in | whom, 
is 1 life and immortality now and for ever 4 398 


2E 


Unto the reſurrection of life eternal are you. 
called, by the ſpirit of the goſpel, in which i is. 


0 


the er and A lee of t this Hes, 
10 219! by 


Pop Sg 
5 * ry 1 ” « WY. IT * 
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dy abend d 
in the heart, in tis praſpect , gſurreſtiam 
to immortal glaryl. ww rant, O Faihery: that: 
* theſe. thy rational creaturem wha; have. /trayed. 
from thy paſtures, of life eternal, man as length; 
be brought home, and preſerved under the hadecy, 
of thy glory! That they may praiſe and ol 
ok 75 GC 7 and offer up their uatus int 
incenſe of Praper, and the celebratian | "5 8 
cri ifice 0 dained by Feſus Chriſt the Righteous, n 
whom be bleſſing and glory, might, may 2555 and” 
dominion, now and for ever! 

On my brethren, I could a tale unfold; bk, 
it is not permitted to ears of mortal man nan * 
The path appointed for eu is marked but. 
Abandon not your Saviour and your 8 T 
He who ſuffered for your ſalvation, and 
through whom alone; remember and rejoices, 
through whom. alone, you are ſaved from from the: 
prince o of this world, and the manſions of ever 
laſting miſery, even by the tranſcendent 10% 
of our great Lord d and Maſter. "Learn by 
the communion in his body and bled, to. pay bo- 
mage and adore bim, to whom the angels and 
archangels, and all the hoſts of. e fall 
down and worſhip! Thus may you rejoice” 
with patriarchs, prophets, and all the true fol- 
lowers of Chr; 1 ; and the ſpirits of the juſt made: 

FZ alis 4 


7 * 


. 70 5 


e ie g led by. e eat Cee 7 
our Salvetion, may youſſat length arrive at 
the fruition of the heavenly, bouguet, where 
| Hints and angels Jong dae. wen 
ue, of cileftial joys 1 dF 
This is my fervent , 2 Wat prayer! 
And if you are wiſe, conſider your lurter en ? 
Fray that you may be led into the, paths of 
righteouſneſs; and particularly that yau may 
no longer wander under the ſhadow of dark- 
neſs, and the ſad deluſion: of abſenting your ſelves 
From the Supper of our Lord To this end let 
every one pray fervently : 


*S 0 God of Mercy, affiftr me e to. baniſh Mos 
0 in ind all falſe apprehenſims, that © may | 
| deux obey the commands of my bleſſed 
rd! 2 not the ſnares of the devil encom- 
pas me; nor any fooliſh fears, or. wicked | 
"pretencess tempt. me to evade the, ſtrict in- 
A of 1 my, blefſed Redeemer | 14, this 


memorial be to me as a ; feveet -ſmelling favenr 1 


"Gifuling comfort to my ſouf; 3 and arming 
, m. y ſpirit. with ſtrength to obey all his righte- | 
ous laws, that when my feet ſhall flip, it may 
"uphold. me! Grant, 0 merciful Cod, * may 
ſo devote 1 my heart to thee a8 not to ull into 

Ain; 


L 900 | 
n; or. Fallong Kol . en er 
| — love thou hiaſt ſlie win to me In 2 e, 
| "and ny eternul obligutionf to ventil, hi, 75 
r loft briath *"that" fel, by l bum 

rating his meritorious death\and ſuſperingęr may 
obtain admiffion into 1 1 57 everlaſting 
X pune and ry £0.51 M WOT 11 bn A. 
etbwefekt, my Flo, I Siu Bu 
night ſpeak paar 2 1ee * 2191 12093 igri f 


1 Men 5 Nee 19200| 0 
KN KALE oh x NI et et 
bar N 8 * c Te . Aub, 801 mth 
| N * in 
Gy 0 D is e in — Sacred Writings 
8 "as Truth : and truth inhabits the { ſoul of 
man 48 an emanation of the Deity. 7; 
even in his corrupted ſtate, naturally adores 
it; but daily experience proves that his p 
ſons” and appetites, prompt him to offend 
_ agaitift it. Vet, my friend, you ma y obſerve, 
'in uche pet of children, the Rate in which 
our Saviour pronounced, of fuch i is the king- 
dom of heaven, Truth dwells on the tongues, 
and reigns in the hearts of the honeſt-· minded: 
it is always ready to fall from the lips of. the 


innocent, requiring no ſtudy no labour ed 
diſguiſe, nor any Cifcnulation. | bas 7 
I muſt 


„ 12 1 5 

I mut alls remind yolly that da 
vali c eee, it is capable of \cotreAtion 0! 
fro ragen; and fthat egen 1s dherays ih- 


proved, urhere fush prev 
cheriſhed by grate.” Thus is che goodneſe 


in dür thoughts, then does the love of uh 


reign moſt in our hearts. So When 'we are”! 


doing” bil, or neglecting good, we deter 
our ſelves and prepare for our own dęſtructionio 


This is demonſtrated by all thoſe who' Wille 
not attend the Supper of our Lord; but ſeek! 


for excuſes, make the balſam they ſhould: apply! 
to the ſore of _ minds, as da 48 
the wound itſelf. In this caſe it is an Ad- 

dieiohal denunciation arb to ea 9vney=" 
fwett, or ſweet," 2 oY nting good a4 
evil, of evil as pood. "What is this but e- 
jefting the remedy, and white you add virus.” 
lence to your diſeaſe, you fondly ima ine 
that if evil muſt come, of two evils you?! 
chuſe the leaft : but hen you feel or, © 
for dectining the moſt effential part of th 
Chriſtian. worſhip, it is evident that yt 


| J r and ene you groſiy. 


E 


201 jt „el cis 
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of God Uiiplayed ;* and when he is meſt 


__ _ a. * * 


„ ee . 
to —— ould come —— M 
our Lord ia an intention; ta prophane\ it < 'x.,c1 - 
that you would come t it uuf ſame gad 
intentions: How far your heart may condemn... 
you. With reſpect to the ſallacy of ſuch, in 
tentions, can be known only. e ** at 
yourſelf: But. Four -Prezent.. Mo 
not approacaing it, L can call by vo ame.{o . 
| KA der with, a Omp nd of in=... 
dolenee end. iniqvity, w. hich; prevents Foun 
taking any viger E e ; 4 4 . Walk an i 428 
the path;you.1now: tread, and yau will neyer 
find the table of our Lord. 224% 10 Nel ads 07 
Thus your gcglect, or not cheriſhing, Had, 
reſolutionss though nothing can be ſo gate, 
ful eto your, heart, becomes a crime. Ihe, 
peculiar circumſtancę of abſence from, the 
ſupper ent Lord, turns the tables 255 
your falſe reaſoning, and apprehenſion, | 


abſenting Jens, moſkappaeently Prevents... 
ing your ;ſorrow. and compunction for ue 
ecaiuing· 15brys #1: % into Ne 
In a word, the duty of remenbering Grit E 
at his , in the manner he hath com- 
| manded, 


| his ae 
that — imthediate ifollowers of 
Sri, ne edcheaps 3 — 4 4 
wre, all eiche Chrifiant' | 
pliſſ ed, or completed, only bi the 18 
NN ifs Now if his death be not commits 
morated, I conceive it to be, to them who re- 
fuſe obedience to his injunction to commeme+ | 
rate it, the ſame as if he had not died, and 
made no propitiatory ſacrifice for them; and 
that the Founder of the faith you profeſs 
will not acknowledge you a H vn af 
From the authority, of the great Author 
of Chriſtianity, you may learn, that he. Who 
does not perform. this duty, can have no N 
tici pation in his boch brolen and bis blood. fu» 
and conſequently « has no part in him” Hea 
0 man, and tremble —If ſulyatic 1 
on the merits and ſufferings: of -Ohrit, 
thoſe who. avail themfelves of ſuch: 1 
and ſufferings; if you do not go to the table 
of our Lord, as he hath commanded, how * 
it be ſaid that you avail yourſelf of them ! 


Can there be 2 greater fallacy i in 55 human 
— 4009 es?“ (Gul! 


age ? 
F 180 Db. 19900 % 


orte ; 


uterine — die table of rays | 


7 ſeeking for excuſes for not coming? 
Do not deceive yourſelf; there is ſome· 
| thing of higher authority than the conſtracs 


tion of human inſtitutes: It is the word n 


of God, and a man's own heart! If any 


advantage can be derived from a change in 


the y exhortation, or what is more pro- 
bable to happen; by a truer underſtanding of 
he's word umworthingfs, L hopeyow will cheriſh 


In the mea time ven may contempfate 


por i Nef exhortation, to be read in 
caſe” the miniſter oſerves the people ate g- 
II igent, And do not come to the holy com- 
muni6h?” The fact is, the people are very 
negligent : That miniſter "mult be extremely 
951 b. does. not nc, whether EY 
ople are negligent or not: or him y 

to s not behold with ſorrow, their extreme 
remifneſs, coldneſs, and abſolute diſobedi- 
ence? The Second exHortation is expreſſed 
in ſenlible, and intelfipi ble terms (a). Tt 
' {T2913 10 4404 160 8 Do 18H b cannot 
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6 Ry” * Dear daloved — ON ä — 


J intend, by God's grace, to celebrate the Lord's 
Supper : 
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Supper : | unto wh. in God's behalf, 1 bid 
von all that are here preſent, and beſeec 
Il, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, that ;ye will 5 
not refuſe $6-<bine' ure r deing 10 "Oy 
. unkind: 2 thing f it kay” han Fl 
man hath prepared a rich feaſt, decked his table 
' nothing but the gags to en a yes they 
who are: called, without 3 cauſe, moſt un- 
thankfully refuſe to ome. Which of you, in 
ſuch a caſe, would not = ee Who would 
not think a great injury and wrong done unto 
him? Wherefore, moſt dearly beloved in Chriſt, 
take ye. good heed leſt ye, withdrawing your- 
| ſelves from this holy Supper, provoke God's in- 
dignation againſt you, Atv en only me er a 
man to ſay, I will not communicate becauſe I 
am otherwiſe. hindered with worldly mm. 
but ſuch excuſes are not ſo eaſily accepted, and 
allowed before God. If any man ſay, I am 2 
grievous ſinner, and therefore am afraid to 
come: wherefore then do ye not repent and 
amend ? When God calleth you, are ye not 
aſhamed to ſay, ye abill net come? When ye 
7 8 ſhould 


2 Aude fuck 


feaſt in the goſpel becauſe/ they ud 5 
farm, or would try their yolces of oxen, "ar beet 
cauſe they were married,” were not i txeuje: 
counted unworthy of the e 
my part, ſhall be ready; an 
office, I bid you, in the name of God e 
you in Chriſt's behalf; 1 exhort you, ay e lo, 
W 2 be partiers ö 
this holy com And as the Son of God 
did vouchſlfe to Field up his ſoul by death upon 
the croſs, for your ſalvation: ſo it is your duty _ 
to receive the communion in remembitice of © 
the ſacrißce of his death, as he himifelf an 
commanded ; which if ye ſhall neglest to d 
conſider withilipoarſelves how gebar . 
do unto God, and how: ſore puniſhinent Rang- 
eth over your heads for the ſame when ye wil- 


fully abſtain from the Lord's table, and ſeparate 


1 


98 


x 


from your#brethren; who: come to feed on the 
banquet of that moſt heavenly food. Theſe 
n ye earneſtly conſider,” ye will, by God's 


* | grace, 


will avall beſore God. » They-thas cc ne. - 


, 1 + 
 ——— — .  — 
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ö 1 1110 1 A 7 
but iar we it ire ourfelves, I 6 
Remi © 8 „ © $i Nes: 8 1 3JTIXI — | 
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Win u 6 ſave your. ſoul ? Wil 1 | 
that) you. are a ſinner avail you, i if y you, do not 
repent and amend ? You think you are hum-- 
ple, becauſe you 2 confeſs: and that Humility 7570 
will make your way. ſmooth to pardon : but 

, who tells you that you are humble? W. ere you | 
to confeſs your faults to a maſter or fu perior, 


and in the ſame, moment repeat 1 5 woul d.. 


* 


he receive your confeſſion, as any, real calopabl 95 
motive to his forgiveneſs of you?” 


"I ; 25 21 


Thus it is, my friend ; and if th, 


19907 

5 thin they and, muſt taks heed leſt they 7 
ſurely thoſe who are, and khow that the 1 
Net er ng om fo riſe; 3 and rec ve 8 


191 5111.7 5318 


. 
4 1 
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, * k 1 PETE 41 


ue ene bs u bete f Aae 
ingawhereof we ſhall noti ceaſe tol make IVE 2 
humble petitions unto Almighty God our Hea- 


venly Father.“ 
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ing to a ſenſe of their condition, exert their 
courage in combating theix 01 oy, frailties;; . 
and exerciling their underſis andings, ghar. 
the dictates of their reaſon. zen Will they 


comply with.the dying dg of. their, 
crucified. Saviour!“ ak. i 600k BG" of dr 
You will find qboeivitatieg ke 7 the 
winter on the immediate occafi A 
mihiſtering this ſacrament, enpreſ 4 in, as 
plain and intelligible terms as von can con- 
ceive: 25 . Ve that truly and earneſtly repent At 
of your ſi ſins, and are in loye and charity with 
your neighboufs, and intend to lead, a new 
life, following, the commandments. of, Gods | 


HOY 21 


| and walking from -henceforch fin pron ; 
| ways e near r with Haigh, and 25S 


: your” 0 confeſſion 'to n 8 eu, Gods 
ks LEED uy: er 
Can the art of man expreſs this fenſe in 
| clearer words ? And. what, i is the cogfaſſiom 
but what, the ze of us may make, and the 

worſt are under the greateſt neceſſity of ma- 
king? If we bewail our manifold fins and 

weakneſſes, and are heartily ſorry for them, 
we ſhall. implore forgiveneſs, and beg that 
WE hereafter: 


lte 11T 2 9 — | 
Whydbould-the-mind incline tot an terrors, 
D tee ef abet Wer- 


F «als, more then in another ? n mit 
 Wfilifodaff ences in both-inſtances, fis Fe- 
þ fanptuoue. Un. . ou eſteem this ſacrament the 

m/e {elem part gf our wor ſhit ; 58 — W _ 


ou. . mof folemn. duty Remy | 
would:it he required if it were not profiicable? 
And what perſon of common ſenſe and. cane 
dour.can pretend. that this. nene - 
42 e 
but in what, more is it myſterious, t 
Chriſt ſhould: die for the ſins, of FOES d? 
The whole of the Ghr ian dif penſation-! "wes 
never-intended by God, to be. brought. to. the B+ 
level of mortal man. If we do not compre- 
hend many things on: earth, how ſhall we be 
able e to conceive all EY that. be in heaven 8 
n 1 


K E 7 
Ab part b che W . 
duly axtendect bed een pete . oiner 
moral ahd᷑ reν dbl 
grareful to the hearty and lese dhe ald 
with tie mol ſeraphie devoten 'Byery 
thing we do for the hönbur bf Odg | 
underſtood, exalts and Purifies the mii 


82 Vou aſ me; | 


amexed to our Lords Supptr, and 
nett UGH a  conflantly- — 
I arfwer; n keeps the the more in ae Hoc 
to offend; or or offending, 80 de forrowful,, 
and implore pardon. I art the more mindfa} 
of the marits* of Chrift, nor only at tht” . 1 


_ receive, bat at all otber times. I am the more 


mclined &-kiddnds to all che creatures: ol. 
God, and Partieularly to be chart te 
my ſellew- creatures. 1 confiser the more, 
that it f 5 an function of Obriß that de 
love one andtHhtr;, even às he lobe HE, and ll 


the Human face hien He" rent to defiver 


12 7 


from eternal death? Enn 


What 656i" Und ze che f ne 


y Enn nc Ar m Am, cr ile r 
man, all ce: in (irg, whe is the Rur. 


of the aal, ſhall all be made alf If youwiſhs | 
QU _ 


A 
1 


neee auch tos 1 x ; 
the miſerres pronounced againſt the abuliren of 


diſobedience; you muſt conform to the precepts 
__ofith& goſpel : can there: be plainer common 


fanſe? Do you imagine that if I did not attend 
the table of our Lord, I ſhould not be a worſe 
man than I am? If I deem this part of my 
religion to be eſſentially neceſſary, and bymy 
abſervance of it, I am induced to exereiſe my 
ckurity, in reminding yon of your danger, it 
is ſo far a proof of the advantages derived 
from it, and you may conclude how it operates 


in doing good to mankind in general. 
| But it goes much further zofon i Inneg· 


lect ſo powerful and important a command, 


given me by Chriſti, and have no place 
in him, can you conceive that na cui, Wil! 
come of my negligence? Ne good could come 
of it. The evil which might came i n gf than 
eternal gerdition ! Are profitable and unprofit- 2 
alle ſervants the ſame in his eſteem? He has 

told us the direct contrary. ic & aii 
Jou refer all, to the merq; of God: De you 
imagine he will not exerciſe his jſfice Nou 
have, by the gift of the great Author of Na- 

| wre, the Semper of reaſoning ; do you. find, W- 
com- 


. 
ermmon life, that thoſe who: a \reafmadhy, 
and thoſe >who'! aft bnreaſonuvly, remain in 
the ſame ſituation ?:0Dves not everyday 
experience prove to yo that regſonablee 
men generally ſail through life wir a Tweet | 
and proſperous gale: and that as others 
are unreaſonable; they are driven on rocks and 
ſands, and frequently periſh ? But granting 
that whatever may happen in this life; the 
final baer e ne of retribu- 
tion- * A 7 [i ; +48 AION E I Dit | 
It maſt be ſo 1 ä 
tuted by the great Author of it : and however 
the execution of the ſentenee may be ſuſpend- 
ed, cammon ſenſi will lead you to expect that 
when the fhall gatber his immortal rrratures, 
and appoint them their ſtations; according 
as they have obeyed his laws, 28 ſome 
will be Happy, and others miſerubil. 
There cannot be à groſſer deluſion, nor 
many ſins more heinous, than the ſin which 
ariſes frem a preſumpmon, that the order of 
things will be changed; contrary to the ex- 
preſs deerees of heaven, 29 Kandel down to 
us in the New Teflament.” Do not "theſe in- 1 
form you, that the unrighteaus: ſhall ſonrrtimes 
Naur i as if they were watered by the dews of 
—_— 


ah hl ene preparing th gh 
Will you be Gen 
degouſe you N pi know a a. the . 
you practiſe 4 lade. oy er l 
I the ir ſhines equally on 4. 
| niche, Will n grow engry, ,or doubtful of the th 
ih? The laws ane will not. b 
2 to gratify the Nerd of mortals; 
here ill be a day D 
pon Will be e ee | 
Hiſaun and Fuftice, To believe th 
971 ; and as the x a ne 
„and form a whole, "the are 
1 ee vou pax, in this great in 
ſtance of cammemorating the death of Chriſh, 
the een. . wilt be EY 8 


* . 


man afabs, but ant wil be we ew 
be an All cbrifians ave clad Mg partake 
of the n . 


the! Ghjj 90 2 i 0 oi e. ag . | 
nien are they will be fre ee to 8 Se : "0 
diſobey; and 779 Gy 0 will b its their Fe be If 
ſhut their ears, fo that's in 4 55 s feriſt | 
they. can [neither:/e-nor hear ; and Tf weh | | 
will ſo harden. their hearts a6 £7; to under 9 

5 ſtand, it muſt be at their on hazard; 121 12 | 


The moral qualification, or the moral Je; 
evidently depends on tlie cn and babit: 
of the E, e purſue, as corr 
with our reaſon and our faith . or, as we 4 
repugnant to both. When We rebel ag | 
heaven, our pid, 1. not our "fears" of 
puniſhment, prompt. us to /but our cars and 
blind our Je, that, in the lan guage of 
Seripture, we may neither hear nor (66> But 
this, in the end, only makes the ſeorpion Along 
of in ſo much the ſharpe | 
feel the dreadful rod of That Aimighty Power, t- 51 
in whom E rovern! 
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O iat negligence,, als wilfal tiſober 
cannot fail, in the ifue,: :of ' producing puniſh- 
ment. The roceu why 
baft thou ben fe rbete ar cruel ; ſo vicious, i 
ſuch and ſuch reſpectꝛ; ſo negligent and careleſs, 


er * in other * that at length evił 
hath 
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bath ll thine heart ? If God will-dfiy 8 
"the 1abandoned,. the prafligate, and graceleſs.: | 
it is becauſe they Ae ARY themlelves 
"wr deftrudtion:! - Fi 
In common liſe 3 ELIA 
the .confequences which follow certain a0. 
tions: and the maturer our reaſom is, and the 
Jarger our experience, the leſs we wonder. i 
But events do not always anfioer to experients, 
nor can we fix the bounds beyond which 
the mercies of heaven will not tend: If , 
conſult the word of God, - andithis)condernns 
us: if our own hearts ſhrink” agen: 2p 
ſeious guilt,” we muſt vepent, or pip ! 
The object before: us is of the: moſt ſerious = 
and importantinature. It is no leis aq ueſtion, | 
than whether we hall hang eee | 
mand of *Chrift to remember bim; after che 
manner he requires, or net? Andi it hot a 
wonderful event, that it mould ever be a 
a queſtion? Can any Chriſtian; can any per: 
ſon profeſſing Chriftianity, being in his rigbi 
mind, aſk whether he-ſhouldi obey the Etere 
nal Judge of Men? To de 4 Cin, is to 
know, that all ee for not obeying, are as 
weak: 


” Wu } 


* 
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weak.and 5 as they — wich 8 
| and, ree{haurs, , 411 vert von Ausdod 21 tr 
9 then can yon do, who profeſs*your-" 
ſelf a Chriſtian, hut repair to the ul of 


Chriſt, and ſupplicate pardon for paſt omiſ- 


ſions, imploring the Divine aſſſtance, that you 
may no longer wander in the dart deluſions of 
negligence, and : le 0. in excuſes of unworthineſs? 9 
Endeavour to remove the impediment. No 


moral ſiekneſs of ſoul is curable without la- 


bour and care, with the uſe of ſuch medi- 
cines as the author of. life preſcribes. Some 
ſickneſſes can end in nothing but death! 
We cannot avoid. temporal death: but death 
eternal is avoidable by the remedies preſerib- 
ed by him who is emphatically. N 
Great Phyſician of Souls. Jy: 


Let us pray that we may evpeeſd: all paſs: * 
ſible homage, adoration, and n t ao 
. A FanFank an 10iflup s 
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Win fieady coun thy trining fun. 
Keeps his appointed way; 

And all the hours obedient run 
„ circle of the day. 
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But ah! how wide my Tpirtt flies, 
And wanders, from my God! PR 

ty ſoul forgets the heavenly 2 5 T 
And treads the downward. road! 8 
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The raging fire, and ſtormy” fe 17% 9 . 
Perform thine awful' will; 3 * 
And every beaſt, and every a, 
Thy great deſign fulfill, ; 86 We Hr 
POTTY Th: en (pe 
* While my vile paſſions rage Gen, 
Nor thy commanids obey; nie 
And fleſh and ſenſe,” enftay!d"ts ſin, 


Draw my r thoughts ys: Is 00 * 


et e ee ee 


Great God! create my ſoul anew, 

Conform my heart to thin; 

Melt down my will, and let it flow; . 
And (Ke the mould WIRE" . 
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N OT to fallow a multitude to do evil, is 
one of 5 precepts the voice of rea- 
Ton gives evidence to in the ſtrongeſt terms. 
Nor can there be a ſtronger proof of the in- 
lanity of mankind, than the apprehenſion 
that they all, or may paſs with impunity, 
becauſe of the, numbers that tranſgreſs, 

You will eaſily believe that what I am 
writin 8 proceeds from my beart. No man 
can give his ſentiments on ſuch a ſubject, 
but as his heart is conſenting: Crowds 
of witneſſes through a ſucceſſion of ages, 
clergy and laity, eminent for their learning and 
probity, give the ſame teſtimony. All per 
ſons in whom the ſpirit of godlineſs has any 
reſidence, plead in defence of the great 
truths in queſtion-! But it is not human au- 
thority on which I am reaſoning: The New 
_ Teflament is the pillar on which ſtands our 
belief, and our hope in a life to come is the 


foundation ſtone ! — I beſeech you, read it. 
R See 


* 
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See what is there ſaid, and thank the 6 


Lord of Life, that you are ſo well informed! 
Think, while the day of thought remains 


Conſider, before the hour comes, when re- | 


pentance will have no voice, and periſh in the 
grave / IW hat there will be, when ſouls are 
ſummoned, before the "majeſtic. throne, of 


God, is a ſubject, moſt tremendous to the 


mind of man. 3 
Dial not that what 1 tell you is mere 


declamation. To ſuch a degree of negle& i is 


the great majority arrived, it is ſometimes 
difficult for a clergyman to find a ſecond per- 
ſon to receive the communion. A woman 


lately on her death - bed, after many days | 


_ expreſling her anxious wiſhes, it is ſaid, ex- 
pired without this heavenly conſolation. Can 
this have happened in a Chriſtian country ? 
It is hardly credible, I appeal to your own 
heart and underſtanding, with regard to thoſe 


who, in ſpite of all that is urged for their refor- 
mation, will thus indulge their negligence: 


do they not play with their perdition? Can an 
angel's voice induce them to return to their 


duty, but as they uſe the means of ther aun 


correction? 


1 Men 


— 
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Men who are moved by a chriftian ſpirit, 
will be anxious for the welfare of others : 
Their zeal will burn in their breaſt : their 
hapes of gaining proſelytes, will never abandon 


them. Upon this principle I remind you of 


your danger. — Alas, my: friend, as certain as 
there is a God, the man that ſerveth him, and 
the man that ſerveth him not, Ganinot poſſibly 
be in the ſame ſituation, with reſpect to the 


great fcene-of the laſt judgment. 8 | 
 Whence ariſes the evil? Is it toleration in 


matters of religion which makes ſo many of 
us irreligious ? Is it national proſperity which 


induces. ſuch numbers to a& according to 
their own wayward fancy? Upon this prin- 
ciple, how long will theſe advantages laſt ? 
They ought to create the more religious gra- 
titude : But whatever freedom may be fond- 


ly aſſumed, the excuſes offered for neglect are 
not admiſſable. on any principle of common - 
ſenſe : they are expreſsly contrary to the high 


beheſt of the Saviour of the world !- 


The beſt mere man, from Adam to the 


preſent hour, never lived without /in: there 
has been no firm and mutual agreement be- 
| R584 * tween 
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tween his 2 and ſpirit... His Artes: = 
wandered, when it ſhould have kept at. 
home: his eyes have ſtrayed and brought 
ſm into his ſoul ;. or his tongue has uttered. 

| peruerſe things : his endeavours have been. 
imperfect, or his powers weak. — His at- 
tribute is imperfection! / But the great author 
of his Being is perfect: and nature proves, 
that grace is neceſſary; and the fa# is, that 
the terms of obtaining 3 its. are as age Rel 
out to us. 11 
Under ſuch 5 why can pre- 
ſume to ſet up a right to heaven, or ſay, as 
ſome enthuſiaſts do, ** I am ſure I ſhall be 
ſaved? But ſuppoſing it were poſſible for 
any perſon. to be ſo innocent, or ſo informed, he 
would, in charity to the world, ſtill wiſt 
for the redemption of mankind in general * 
and that Chriſt may return to judge the 
world, not armed alone in the terrars- of 
Juftice ; but in the ſniles of mercy / / 
As a ſinner you muſt ſue for pardon |- But 
how can you aſk-for it, while you remain in 
rebellion? As a chriſtian you owed allegiance 
from your baptiſm, which as your rea- 
ſon has ripened; you have confirmed: will 


you now revolt? Will you throw off your 
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ſubjection ? You ſay. No but in effect- -you do © 
it. You come with Fvdlouvexcuſes; und- 


q in flthiry to your? ſovereign z and make 
th m 4 plea" for a High act of difobvdience 
againſt him > : Aſibedienceo blended with inder 
lence, Yalſhood, cotbardlte; and I wil Ladd a- 
pelt, even to the perſon of the Son of G 
Examine your heart if this be not true dd 
Von are invited to the Supper of our Lord, 
to purify your chrruptad nature; and heul the 
wounds ſin has made in your ſoul. And behold 
you excuſe yourſelf, upon the plea of unwor- 
thineſs, and 2071! not come. I ſay will not come 
you make all the excuſes your imagination 
can ſuggeſt; and the truth is, you are” not 
willing : your heart does not conſent. 

Do you imagine this mighty Bano the 
feaſt does not know tubat yon are by nature; 
and what you mate yourſelf. Is there not 
all poſſible reaſon tod believe, he will, accept 
your real contrition; your dire, your incina- 
tion to prepare Yourſelf as a-trneivbjett of bis 
mercy « But you fall ſo ſhort of this ; you 
are deficient” in 'tandour, and probitiy of mina, 
acting as it were in defuncꝰ of your o rea- 
fon, and Ty e Aa 
perverſeneſt. 117% at 08 JOY 
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-— IF you go! on thus, what foundation ths 
you haye fonany other expectation, than that 
your heart will at length grow tulln, and 
15 ſible ie > 711 the powers of perſuaſion; land 
that your will exclude yourſelf fromithe mercy 
afforded you? — Indeed, my friend, ſo; long 
as you perfiſt in your negligence, with regard 
to the Supper of our Lord, ſolong will yen 
| not acꝭ Hke a reaſonable. and aecauntable:Be- 
ing: you will not conduct yourſelf as if you © 
thought your ſoul immortal Can there be 
a more demonſtrative proof of this, than : 
your refuſal to. obey the mee of your 
great Lord and Saviour ̃˖ ot yew 
It ever has been, and evet l be;| very dif- 
ficult to determine, to what height man's 
' folly: and impiety can reach] But if he that 
diſcovers a fault in himſelf, dees by that 
means half accompliſh, the oure of it, I hope 
you will ſet heartily to work, to purge off! the 
folly and impiety, aan en Part jor” inoſo 
dangerous a condition. a 304 ms 8 
Rouze, Wune; ny Friend, 2 your lethan- 
gic indolence! This is the hour of repen- 
_ tance T. -ſterday is dead; to- morrotu may ever 
eee and ro- morromo cornes,, 
AT 2 42 99 FAT. e?VED T8 9 fil 7 
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you being in the Thine* mind as REIT it n 


the ſame ese ur if yo had died. yeſ+ 


terday; with all your ſins in bloſſo mn 
Theday of retributiom is coming, when the 
ſecrets of men will be laid open. "Then will | 


you be. forced to conſeſs, it was indolence.; 3. Or 


an evil heart , diſbelief; or an intention of 
ſelf-gratifieation in vice, which was the cauſe 
of your abſenting yourſelf from the table of 


our Lord; Iticertainly is not an intention of 


leading a new life: it cannot be 4 deũre of 


piouſly. devoting your heart to God. Our 


miniſters of the goſpel have ſhewn you the 
way to heaven: but your reaſon and faith 
are equally lulld aſleep; and if you never 
ſeek the means of accompliſhing the work, 
which ast is followed. or neglected, proves 
that you are wiſe unto life, or fooliſh - unto 


death, you will fall into deftruftion...' 


You;have learnt from very high authority, | 
that <, thoſe who 'watk "with the wiſe ſhall be 


wiſe, but the companions of foots ſhall be deſtroy- 


ed.” As if it were next to impoſſible to keep 


bad company, and not be infected with the 


moral diſeaſe. which predominates : and of 
all the mental epidemical infections which 


prevail in our darts, this of neglecting the 


Supper. 
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eelitneotiknces But e L 1 1.2 
fon at fen, and beheld the boiſterous: wayes | 
make a common grave to a feet, thqu gh your 
ſhip were the laſt that went downs Wouldlit 
make your death the leſs horrible? _y 
- Had it not been for the death: of That Bavi- 
au which you refuſe to com 
mankind, by the ſin of their felt parent, had 
been involved in one common ruin. Baniſh. 
every thought that flatters your careleſſ- 
neſs. Inſtead of following evil — 
ſeek with the more anxious ſolicitude, 'to 
point out to others the paths of obedience, 
that your great Lord and Maſter, behold- 
your charity, may compaſſionate you), 
and, ſave you from. deftrutti ion. If ydu are 


wer 


incloſed within the 7 mag ic arch 4 of tafton, 


guce ; and exert a manly. reſolution, that y | 

may walk in the ways of the wiſe, and roll W. 

ing their ſteps approach the altars of Chriſt! 
Thus will you renew your covenant, and 


En the aid and aſſiſtance which thoſe enjoy 
0 
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who are-obedient; Frequent the altar, and-yow 
Will go with delight into the temples dedicated- 
to the Mot High God there will you enjoy 
the company of Moſes and the Praphets, 


the Patriarchs and Saints; and all the true 


martyrs to the religion of Chriſt. Thou gh 
dead they ſpeak, as clearly and intelligibly 
in their writings, as ever they could ſpeak 
when living. There you may hear the 
voice of the Son of God, with regard to the in- 
ſtruction he has left as a rule to all ſucceeding, 
generations : And for heaven's ſake, ſhut not 


your ears when he ſays, &< Da this in re- 8 
membrance of ne. 1 died for the fins of 


the world, and aroſe again from the dead, as 


4 proof of the reality of a reſurreftion of the 
Juſt, and the unjuſt, Thoſe who obey my laws, 


ſhall enjoy the promiſe of life eternal: and thoſe 
who by their diſobedience have incurred the 
fentence of eternal juſtice, eternal juſtice re- 
quires that it ſhall be executed. I am the refur- 
rection and the life; whoſoever believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet ſhall he live; and 
whoſo liveth and believeth in me Kors never 


ſer a death elerua ! * 


To. 
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To deve in 'Chrift, is ſurely to obey 
his laws: and how can this be, if even the- 
remembrance of him, in the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
part of his worſhip, is irkſome to your 
thoughts; and you as conſtantly fly from his 
altars, as he invites you to them ? You' ſee 
the rank abſurdity of your conduct! Suffer 
not yourſelf to be longer enthralled, in the 
miſerable vice of negligenes and diſobedience!l 


You muſt be ſenſible that as in common 


life, to omit a right thing is oftentimes the 


. ſame as doing a wrong one; as one error 


is committed it leads to another; till cuſtom. 
baniſhes the thought of its ſinfulneſs. You: 
who have not lived ſo many years as 
ſome of your negligent neighbours, not having 
contracted ſo inveterate a. habit, may find the 


leſs difficulty: but you have lived long enough 


to be much alarmed at the fealing pace 


with which death approaches. Reſolve to 
fhake off the ſupineneſs you have indulged; 


and recover a: ſenſe of your religion, with a. 
due expreflion of your belief in Chriſt. 


For what object would you wiſh to liue, if the 


worſhip of the giver of life is irkſome to you ? 


Approach the table of our Lord with pious con- 
fidence 


* 
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fame in PE and drew ene to your 
fellow creatures. Be worthily affected by the 
greatneſs of his love to mankind, and you will 
at the ſame time be excited to imitate him, 
eren to the er a 62039 Roe and 
ability. © 
The * zien ee is a wil B of bs 
and peace, of . juſtice, harmony, and concord, 
free from all thoſe foul mixtures which 
poiſon the ſweets of life, and not leſs from the 
proud, turbulent, impure, vexatious paſſions, 
which the more they are, indulged, the more 
anarchy and confuſion reign in the hearts of 
individuals, and the world at large! | 
By commemorating the death of Chri/t, we 


not only ſhew our abhorrence of the pride, 


ambition, falſhood, cruelty, and treachery which 


brought about his death; but expreſs our gra- 


titude for his love, in ſubmitting himſelf to death, 
for our redempiian:!-— He ſet before us ſo pure 
and exalted an example, nothing can be ſo ex- 
preflive.of the excellency of our nature, as fol- 
lowing his ſteps ; keeping him as cloſely in 
view as our ſtate and condition will permit. 
This muſt ever be our higheſt honour and 
glory : and w IE the human being, however 

miſerable 
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tionate diſcourſe which our Saviour made to 


5 love one another, even -as I L 
hong ram g ann ic Sy K ect 


are reminded of the eternal duties of charity, the 
bond of peace and of all virtues. Would the 
world be torn and diſtracted as it is, our world 


profeſſing the ſacred name of Chriſt, if we 


— may head i 8 and benevole Ge, 
even to die for thoſe who only look « on * « . 
trefa, and paſs by on the other fide? 
The firſt chriſtians met, with one. accord br 
mutual good will, charity and love for each 
other. You have read the New Ta 
cannot have forgotten the tender and alfec- 


bis diſeiples before his death, at the very 
time of inſtituting the Sacrament of his. Supper; ” 
acquainting them, that the circumſtance, by 
-which they muſt recommend themſelves to his 
favour, in the kingdom he was going to tabe . 
923 of, muſt be their love for each. other. 
— 4 new commandment I give unto you, »that 


By partaking of our Lord's Barben 5 | 


all faithfully attended the table of our Lord, 
intending to live in amity with him as well 


as With our fellowy- creatures? 4 
| | 'T he 
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S 


— 


— 


— 


8 
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of Corn 225 * * * our —_ 140 er | 
when 46 them any Lee ; 
and No "tots this s good reaſon for it, '6 
Chri it Wt dow bis life pod Ate 2dte 
Thus it is evident chat the chriftian rett- 
gion requires us to love our fellow-credtures; 
even 4s much as our o--Ʒm lives: Andi to do 
every thing 744/ihably;” and wirbin our pour, 
N to 5 575 their happineſs, and prevent their miſe- 
By this we are to Judge whether the lowe 
of Ori and is region, reign in our hearts, 
or not. ent e 4 ut Is aodielieg 
© Now, my friend, conſider where you can 
be taught this duty, if you do not fre- 
quent the table our Lord Here we learn 
the ſublime leſſon, and are kept in canſtant re- 
membrance of it. Ia ſure uu haus not comſſaer- 
ed this matter atrentivily. You have not pon- 
dered it in your heart; or the natural good 
neſs of your temper would have prompted 
you to make this nm ra _ 
altars of CI MIO. suo dünn 
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2 0 te 3 meeting 21. ogethe thts 0 
ven Jeajt, may leave ie 41 renewed bfe a nd I 
v7 tt toith a determined reſalution ic to diſchar org | 
their reſpelbive duties to each other, and the 
World in general; diffuſing their beneyolence 


as the genuine inſtruments of e for N 


the happineſs of mankind !' 


Fou may eaſily ſee that the fr 72 and 550 4 
Aeg for the table of our Lord, is fo far 
from being armed with terrors, or ſternly 1 
Holding out the ſword of Juſtice, ready to fall 
on our guilty heads, it is replete with chri- 
tian love and charity and univerſal benevolence | 
It is decorated (if I may uſe this expreſſion), 


with emblems of forgiveneſs of offences ; of can- 
did interpretations ; of compaſſionate judgments 


of man's frailties, and the various weakneſſes of . 


human nature; - overlooking provocations, pro- 
moting the moſt. ſpeedy and effettual reconciliations, 
and ſuppreſſing the falſe zeal and bigotry, by 
which unnumbered crimes have been committed 


under the ſacred name of religion. 


He that underſtands what the Lord's table 
means, not being abandoned to wickedneſs, 


pe Ml eu ] 
can no more by | 1p. 1 it, ſthan he 


if I X _ 9405 


can aberdeen it withs a ence, and a ſenſe, 
of the "migh ty benehrs which. may be derived. 
from it. 8 He will be "deſirous of, ſtrengthen⸗ 
ing his s faith i in ene greats univerſal, incomprer. 
benſs ible Lord of. all He will ſhew the high, 
| expreſſion, of his ; gratitude to the Sayzour.ab, 
the world, in the perſon of Chr; i/t the Son,of. 
the living "God! He will cheriſh the hopes ok, 
pardon for 0 his fins paſt, and forſaken, through 
the merits of That Blood, the ſhedding; of. | 
which gave occaſion for this fagred and fo=; 
lemn inſtitution. UG o 20) Too Kaib font 
Do you imagine "has a man of co non 
ſenſe with common virtue, or. him who dec | 
ferves the name of a chriſſian can, i in this view; 
of the ſacrament of our Lord's Suppen, turn 
his back upon it; or coming ta it not re- 
new his obedience, and endeavour to form 
his life by ſuch rules, as may beſt aſſure 
him of happineſs,.. in+the.. glorious: proſpects 
of That Ii ife. to come, ſo et de- 

of, in the goſpel of Chris? 
It is the great buſineſs of life to protect 
and preſerve each other. To a chriſtian who. 
lays s he believes in the New Teſtament, I com- 
8 1 municate: 
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municate my thoughts, in the ſpirit of friend. 
Ap and a Ne fn. the All- mer- 
ciful Father e ye you an heart 
to underſtand a =D eg 70 practiſe the 
things which ſo evidently belong to your 
before *I are hid from your TY or 


3 ITT: 2 


cer! ! | 
- a As the nk fall fi! my. pen, your” oy. a 
ming are ebbing out; and 8 that dr eam f 


repentance in the grave cannot be ſaid t0 be in 
his right. ming. Would to God) you would 
ceaſe, to, be 7971 and understand 17 50h 
are 1 wiſe, conſider that your day approdi 7; 
and that Death, i in whatever lig ht y you wy 
it, as an cuil or a Lead, is 1 y, end will 
come In a religious ſenſe he at 2h TY * 
never dies at all] He only p a aſſes 55 this 
eet ſcene, to a ſtate of 5 [Joy 2 Be | 
- perſuaded: of. the immortality of the, foul, and 
that Chriſt came into the world te 40 Jon . 
ners. The reſt will follow: for as furely as you 
believe. in the Son of God, truly and properly be- 
Leue we you will worghip him foBeT s 
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Ir. is not bb in the Heats of things: 

but that you, muſt be convinced, you! have 
wandered in a maze of error and Alien: 
I hope your conviction will operate wirkt Jo 
much the greater farce, and form a principle If 
to which you will, with. pious are,” adhere, . | 
even to, your lateſt breath. If "you gratify- | 
your reaſon, you. may be 155 ure it Will. add 
ſtrength to your faith,, and ſeriouſnefs' to your 
repentance, .. In the preſumption that you will 
be no longer a dupe to indolence, and a neglect 
of the important duty of attending the dapper 
of our Lord, 1 1 an N in- 


— 


0 - 
— , 
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to it. ä 
Ser? 17 . 4 * , 
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(a) Doctor ur Vii formerly archbitiep of 75 uam 
in Ireland. 
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4 e Vir Preparation, for... the: boly Cars 
mumnion, and. far proper | Behaviaur at and 
| after it; with hore Prayers and Medivations 
ſuitable to that 5 : 4 9 ai } 
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* orNnIAAE PREPAR PETER 
MAS „ot 1% TOBIAD HY e {14 EATLIING 
Ir ro. would maintain and keep yourſelf 1 
a conſtant general preparation for the holy 
_ communion, fo as always to be fit, upon the 
ſhorteſt noticez to partake of it, (which every 
Chriftian ought to endeavour after) be careful | 
in tlie obſervation of theſe following rüles. 1 
1. Be diligent in your endeavours to how ; 
and underſtand the ſeveral parts of your duty 
to Cod, to min, and to yourſelf ; ; for which 
end, ybu muſt be careful to make the beſt uſe 
you can of thoſe means of inſtruction and 
knowledge "which God has put into your 
power; fuch as reading the Holy ſcriptureis, and 
ather good books, or hearing them read; at- 
tending upon tbe public offices of preaching, e ca- 
techiz ing, and the like (a). 


— 
* 


(a) Prov. iv. 5. John. v. 39. 2 Tim. ii. A 


. 
5 | 2. You 


t 267 F 
2. You muſt, upon all occaſions, be i i- 
duſtrious and zealous in avoiding every ſin, 
and to practiſe and perfurm every duty, ac- 
cording ta your ability and Wee for | 
the ſame (50. nodal andy oy e 
3. You muſt very often think, and 5 
tate upon your ways, and all your particular 
practices, and examine whether or no, they 
are agreeable to the rules of your duty that 
whatever you find you have been defigient in, 
or done amiſs, you may take the better care 
to rectify and amend, for the time ta come (c) 
F. or which end and purpoſe, this following 
eaſy, but very profitable. taſk, is recommend - 
ed: namely, two. or three times, in the gpurſe 
of each day, to carry your. thoughts, hack. c 
and conſider what you have been thinking 
or doing, and how you haye ſpent Trine 
As for example; aſk yourſelf, .:; 10 ag 0. 
When fill 1 rp, Aid, I think. upon 
God, and recommend, myſelf to his almighty, 
13d) 90119914... 10:; 24009 dee e ; 


2111 


And a) Noce ED) * 


(3) Tit. ii. 14s, Match. Vile 23. 
Xii. 47- 


rx 


9 grun n. 4 mi 59. Lam: iii i. 40. 
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. A TDY 1: eig ods Uh | FT 
| cate eee Dis pot eee, 
fub thoughts, f take poſſeſſion of my heart ? 
bi was lately. i luch and: ſuch. company ; 
Row, and after what manner, did T. behave 

myſelf? Were all my words and actions inno- 

zent, mödeſt, and decent? Did I'gibe ris bf- 
bende to God; or ſeandal to the world, by 
an) thing which Teitherfaid, or did, on That 

2 Taflbn SA 957 bsi ein 3s! 
dusk: ueſtions as theſe, if you would con 
fintly and 'ſeriouſly-put home to your: con- 
ſcience,” while things remain fraſb in your 
ng it is evident whak a migheyiafnghee 
it would have upon you, to reſtrain you from 
wil, and ee todo eee good; 


2. Of PAR ty rev L A x aE PAR ATION. 

1 Whenever notice is given of the celebra- 
Goat the holy communion, immed] iately re- 

' ſolve, by no means to miſs that opportunity 
of commemorating the fufferings,, and com- 
municating in. the merits of your ble Nd Lord 


and Saviour. 


II. In 


3 c 2097 ] | 
II. In the midſt of all your Wine often 
call to mind, that ſuch 4 Hou you muſt: not 
be abſent Arb God's holy table, and there 
fore be Very bareful not to do any thing which 
maß! render you unfit Te i ie tits wot | 


HOH bag ab yogrey cs Hy ANA BF 7 115 No ie , 
III. At ſome ſeaſons it is 3 neceſſa 
that every man ſhould ſet a little time apart 
for the more ſtrict and particular , examination 
of his conſcience. But where à man very 
often receives the holy communion, or ne- 
ver miſſes any opportunity for it; I de not 
conceive that ſuch a particular examination; is 
every time abſolutely neceſſary; nor have all 
men, at all times, leiſure enough fox it: but 
no man ought to receive the holy communion 
without ſome previous mina. of . | 


IV. For the more eaſy performance of 
W l would _ vou remember, that the 


* TAL Tax SE 


the on commilntzh, Fr Cat Ky alt nivutis 
to put, at leaſt, theſe three queſtions N 
ly home to your conſcience, | OT 


5 41 1 1. Do 


(A Matt. xxii. 37, be. 


[aw] 


. Dol effeQtually ſhew my love to God, 
15 a due honour and reſpect to him in all _ 
thoughts, words, 3 and actions 1 4. 
2. Have I a true and ſincere love "I N 
. ſelf: chat is, do I love my a. cd 
my body and am I more heartily concemed, 
to ſecure. my everlaſting happineſs 1 in the. 
world t0-come}'thar i © com aſs leafure... 
or profit in this life? * gg 7 W 
3. Have IJ a real 115 ſincere love: for all 
mankind, without exception? And do I avoid 
hurting any perſon by word or deed, Where 
I can poſſibly avoid it ? And am I ready to 
do good to every one whatſoever, U er Tv 
have ability and opportunity ? - Ke en 
If you meditate on theſe * 8 
riouſſy for a little time, there is ſcarce anyſin : 
you have been guilty of, but it wil der to 


you and x rouze r induſtry. Nez D Gn 


ED dend! N 
V. When, by the e een 
conſcience, you have ſet your ſins in your" 
view, uſe, in your ordinary devotions, this, 
or ſome ſuch. like x ga of them 80% 
God. | % 19 X' 826.4000 : 
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O04 Moſt gracious God il thy month red. 
ture humbly. acknowledge: my fins Before” 
thee. Befides - thoſe, which I have noto Aub 
lefed, 1 lie under the guilt of many more trlvkif="" 


| greſſi ns, which T am not able to recaunt, nor" Fe" 


member. TI have committed many ſins, conirary 
to the motions of thy grace, and the light and 
conviction of my own conſcience ;,, aud therefore 
do moſt Juftly deſerve the ſeverity of thy: wrath. 
and indignation againſt me. But, Lord, I fly 
unto thee for mercy 1 For the ſake of Chrift Je- 


% ſus, my Redeemer, be merciful to me, in the par- 


don of all my fins ; and fo guide and afſit me, by 
thy good grace, that, for the time to come, I may 


be careful to abſtain from every evil thing; and 
keep a conſcience void of offence towards thee and 
towards mankind: This I beg, through the 
ſame Jeſus Chrift, * ble fed Lord and Saviour. 


Amen, 
OST merciful God, who haſt gven thin 


only Son Jeſus Chriſt to die for our fins : 
grant me thy grace, I humbly beſeech thee, that I 


may never be unmindful, but always truly thank- 


ful for that ingſtimable benefit vouchſafed unto me 
| | by 
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by his death and feferin ngs ; ond 2 fe 7 pre- 
pare me, O Lord, by the afſiflance- of thy Hh 
Spirit, that both at this and all other times, I 
may be rightly qualified to commemorate the paſſion 
of my bleſſed Redeemer, in that holy ordinance 
which he has appointed; and alſo thereby effec- 
tually to partake of that redemption which he has 
wrought for all mankind, This I beg, through 
the ſame Feſus Chri wy our Lord. Amen. 


| Of "EET at the Hol v Sen 


I. At the holy Communion, as at all other 

times in the worſhip of God, ſtrive, as much 

as you can, to keep your mind intent and 
fixed upon what you are about; and lay aſide 
not only all wicked thoughts, but likewiſe 
all ſuch as do not concern the preſent buſi- 
nels. 

2. Take care to behave yourſelf with ſuch 

. outward decency, and compoſedneſs, as may 
be a ſufficient token of that intward devotion - 

and reverence which you bear in your heart, 
without gazing about, or any way unneceſſa- 
rily moving your body, or whiſpering to any 
one that is near you, or doing any thing « of 
the like nature, 
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. While: the ſervice is performing; join 
all eng ae the miniſter and congr -gations 
with your heart and thoughts lifred up to 
God ; and with your tongue alſo, where the 
liturgy requires that any thing ſhould. be 
ſpoken aloud by the people; as in the Re- 
ſponſes, the Confeſſion,” ao Lord's Fr en 
&c. 

4. Take care, likewiſe, to avoid all affce- 
tation, and not to behave yourſelf | in ſuch a 
manner, as if you had. a mind to be taken 
notice of for a perſon of extraordinary dev 
tion. For which reaſon, whatever private 
prayers or meditations you offer to God, put 
them up in your thoughts alone, and let not 
your voice be heard, but When the public 


office requires it. 


. When you have Label the pfedd, 
offer 1 up this, or ſome ſuch mort Jakurafſen 
to God? 8 

O Gd grant that by the ſufferings of my- 


dear Sauiour, who was crucified for me, I may 


eſcape eternal ſufferings, « and be made 1 


of everlaſting glory ! 
And when you have received the cup, ay 


thus | in your heart: e 
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thoſe vows, and good reſolutions, which thou 


b. e J 


0 gratious G0 grant that by the Pelling of 
the blood of thy dar Son, I may obtain thi'remiſ< 


jn of all my fins; and aſſiſt ne, O God, to 
remember him as "Pay e and 


adoration. Bite eee een 
; 1 2 


N is A * » F * , q F 1 * 5 Fl 
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Ain LEAVING THE Communion 
TIRE fot TABLE. 


Wulle the 8 and wine are e difcibuting 
to the reſt of the congregation, entertain 
yourſelf with ſuch. t and ae 
ee, 

1. Bethink yourſelf DU thoſe fins. are, 
to which you have been moſt inclined ; and. 
in the preſence of God, ſeriouſly and fted- 
faſtly renew your reſolutions of being careful | 
to abſtain from them for the time to come. 

2. Conſider, what opportunities you ordi- 


narily have for the doing of any good works, 5 


and ſtedfaſtly purpoſe, to be diligent. ever 


hereafter i in making uſe of them, 


3- To this add the following Prayer. 


DU Froful God, aſſiſt me with thy grace An | 


Holy Spirit, that 1 may always Reep 
baft 


b a87 


haft entibled! me to make; that T may. 1 never re | 


turn to any r my Fortes Aus, but hereafter ſerve 
thee faithfully in the conſtant practice of virtue 
and religions eh Jae, n 75 wy e 

Amen. 5 44. 


5 „ ant ATT 

4. And here EEC. your charity, by put- 
ting up a prayer for all mne in this or 
the like form: 


L ORD, if i it be thy daa will, extend 


thy mercy and compaſſion unto all mankind. 


Enlighten the minds of thoſe that are ignorant, 


and move 'the' wills of the obſtinate, tbat they 
may all receive thy holy truth, and carefully 


live in the practice of it. Piece my enemies, 


O Lord, und bring them, and all of us, through 
the whole world, to true repentance ; that we may 
all live righteauſly here, and in the end, be happy 
with thee hereafter, ae Jeſus Chri 5 our 
Lord. Amen. 


5. Then entertain yourſelf with reading 


and meditating upon ſome ſelect portions of 


the holy ſcripture, until ſuch time as the 
miniſter is ready to proceed with the public 
office. I need not here tranſcribe any parti- 


cular texts, but will leave you to make 
11 choice 
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the oppor tunit which thou haſt this ah a ne 


100 216 *% 


choice of ſuch as are. moſt agreeable. to you. 
If you ſhould be at a loſs, read the hundred. 
and ninetzenth. pſalm, where you will eaſily, 
find proper matter enou gh. to employ your, 
devouteſt thoughts upon this occaſion. 


AFTER THE, SERVICE. | 


We When/ the FO, is e an the 
congregation diſmiſſed, depart to your home 
or place of abode, and as ſoon as you have A 
convenient opportunity of retiring i into ſome 
private place, firſt look back, and. conſider 
whether or no, in the performance. of this. 
holy office, you have behaved yourſelf in all 


things as you ought to have done; and if you. 


find that you have been any way ſhort, or de- 
fective therein, reſolye to take wenden, care e for 
the time to come. \ Bp 

7. And then conclude with his or the like 


prayer: | 6 


OR D, I 3 to return my * humble 
an hearty thanks to thee, for all thy. 
bleſſings, both ſpiritual and temporal, which 
thou haſt vouchſafed to me. At this time, par- 
ticularly, I praiſe and bleſs thy holy name, for 


I 


4 


11801 


7 commenorating th the death and paſſion of my 


nth in the way aegis, of th that holy ordinance © 
which he has appointed. Lord, pardon all the 
weakneſſes and defects which I have been guilty of ' 
in the per formance of this great duty. And I be- 


eech thee affift me with thy grace, that in the 
whole courſe of my life I may ever be careful io 
fulfil and perform thoſe vows and reſolutions 


which I have made to thee, through 0 Chr: . 


our Lord. Amen. 


- 2 3 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS IN REGARD vo 
THE: SACKAMBNT. | | 


Enes as the She” ta arid to que? Fu 


mind what you have thought, and ſaid, and 


done, before, and after the holy communion, 1 
And beg God to afliſt you, that you may re- 
member your Saviour with conſtant gratitude, 
praiſe, and adoration. That it may conſtant - 
ly reſtrain you from all manner of wicked- | 


neſs, upon the aſſault of any temptation, thus 


bethink yourſelf : | 
At ſuch a time I receiued the holy communion, 


and then I ſeriauſſiy reſolved, and ſolemnly promiſed 
„ 1 0 10 


Et — 2 
a - 


@ %= W<th nhdheng — 
—— bũ— — — c <clyy — 
— 2 


Di to Almighty God, 0 I PROP PRE endeaviur... 
Wn - in all points, to live like a Chriſtian. Shall I 
HH then, upon any. account, lie, curſe, ſwear, talk F 
WEE  profanely or obſcenely, commit any ſin of un- 
1055 cleanneſs, cheat, or do, or think, any manner of - 
Mi. wickedneſs ? Na: God forbid ! ¶ have engaged. 
16011 myſelf to God to mend my life, and to be another 
|. * od Gre 
1:11.98 "yg: E 8 ＋ xIn. 
Willi Ou ſee what 4 learned and pious pre- 
_ 1.1118 late has recommended to your practice 
110 as a rational preparation, and as neceſ- 
14 fary, both before and after receiving the con- 
100 ſecrated elements. Nothing can be ſo proper, as 
1101118 reading ſuch paſſages in the ſacred writings, 
WAITE whether in the Old or New Te lament, or the 
100, Pſalms, as are beſt ſuited to the ſolemnity. 
110 If you ſuffer your eyes to ſtray, it is moſt pro- 
N bable they will bring into Ae heart _ 
n that may wound or perplex it. | 

Wi It You ſee alſo the great plan and defign of our 
We If Lord's Supper: you perceive that it is a ſa- 

1 il crament, or holy poſitive inſtitution, and neceſ- 

101 | ſary to ſalvation. Baptiſm is another poſi- 
140 = 'T tive 

; 1 
[ 


"IR — 4-7" —_ 
Wc: a — nn 


— AT gab rn 2 . 
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tive inſtitution: by this you were firſt made 


a member of the Cbriſtian church ; as by the 
ſacrament of our Lord's Supper you are con- - 


| firmed and eftabliſhed in That church: you 


take your baptiſmal vow on yourſelf, and 
covenant with ond Maker for the obſervance | 
of 9705 
In the TFew:/h church there were a number 


of difficult and burthenfome forms, which we 


may preſume the. temper and genius of the 


Jews required. But in whatever light we 


conſider thoſe forms, as typical of a fublimer 
worſhip, we are not leſs bound to venerate 
our religious obligations. Our Saviour re- 


quires the great memorial of his death ; and as 


all things muſt be done decently and in order, fo 
is this memorial to be obſerved. If it is in 
any reſpect left to our difcretion, as to the 
manner, Whether kneeling, or ſitting ; com- 


mon ſenſe affures us that the mind muſt 


be filled with reverence towards God. In 
the Anglican church we are not under the 


| ſmalleſt apprehenfion of declining into po- 


piſh idolatry, becauſe we uſe the moſt reve- 
rential poſture at the altar. We worſhip God 
with the body and the ſoul; but we do not 


worſhip bread and wine, nor do we worſhip 
the 
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law effential to aur chri . profeſſion. 


Th 5 
thy ling, becauſe we kneel to Kiſs his n ; 
Kneeling is reverential, and the ſolemnity of 


the duty requires ſuitable acts of external as 


well as internal reverence: if ſome. Chri- 


ſtians /it, or recline on a ſofa, according to 
the different cuſtoms of nations, all of them, 
it is preſumed, mean to honour God in the ; 


whole man, the body as well as the foul : 


the body is the reſidence of the ſoul in our 


preſent ſtate, though we can worldip God 
only in ſpirit and in truth. _ 5 
It is the order of nature, for rational and 


intelligent beings, to mount by gradations 


from material to ſpiritual. objects. We be-, 
lieve in a God, by the things which we ſee 
as well as by the revelation of bimſelf and 
his will. We take the conſecrated ele- 
ments, in venerable awe of the ſanctity 
of an inſtitution of divine original. We do 
not hear a voice, or ſee a flame of fire, as when 
the celeſtial mandates were given to Maſes, on 
Mount Sinai: but learning our religion as 
Chriſtians, by faith we behold the ſhadow 
of the glory which ſhall be revealed to us, if 
we obey. the laws of Chriſt. One of his 
laws is to remember him; and ſurely this is a 
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into an irrational and brutal conduct? 


. | 6 221 EY , 


17 you remember Chrj TE in this way, you 
will guard yourſelf ſo much the more againſt 
a forgetfulneſs of bim, upon all other occaſi- 
ons, as your hours of life roll on; that in 
the language of an inſpired penman, you may 
make your beaſt of God all the day long, and 


' praiſe his name for ever | Thus whatever ſhall 


happen, you will not forget him, nor behave 
yourſelf frowardly in his covenant, that your 


heart may not turn from his altar, nor your 


ſteps go out of his way. Then may you hope 
he will not hide his face, nor forget your miſery 
and trouble. He was, and is, and ever will be Per- 


feld; and not as the children of men : full of grace 


were his lips, for Gad had bleſſed him for ever ! 


To Chriſt ought your heart to be ſubdued, 


for the ſcepter. of his kingdom. ruleth over all, 


His name will be remembered from one ge- 


neration to another ; and when all e 
tions ſhall ceaſe! 

And what doth this great "period require of 
you, but to do juſtice, to Hero mercy, and to 
walk humbly before him, paying obedience to 
his juſt and righteous laws ? What duty does 
he require, but ſuch as is neceſſary to perfect 
your nature, and keep it from degenerating 


With 


kk 2 77 R 


With regatd to this #morial which 1. 
quires, you may reaſonably conclude, that as 
the fumes of burnt offeririgs, in the Jewiſh Ja. 
erifices, aſcended to the higher regions, mix- 
ing with matter more ſublimated and refined, 
and was a material tybe of a Ipiritual facri- 
Ace, the chriſtian offers up his foul in the ſpirit 

. of his devotion, as reaſonable and holy incenſe. 
 Godisa ſpirit, and you are aſſured, that you, 
can worſhi p him acceptably, only i in ſpirit: and | 
in truth, ' You can woffhix p him in truth, only. | 
as you. are obed jent to the eternal laws of his 
government. Vou cannot adore him, while 
you with-hold the homage that is his due: nor 
can you pretend to Worſhip him partially in 
ſach and ſuch inſtances, and not e ndeavout 
to devote your heart entirely to 8 
Remember, my friend, that it is of Chri „, 
the prophet ſpeaks, when he calls him Wen- 
derful.—Counſellor the mighty God — the ever- 
laſting Father —the Prince of Peace ! Have you. 
thought of this? Have you conſidered who it is 
you refuſe to obey in this at? of remembrance * 
The mind is loſt in the contemplation of 
the glory, the power, and maje/ly of the ſecond. 
perſon in the Holy Trinity, one almighty in- 
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| cmprebenſibls God! — And what are You * A 
miracle to yourſelf, beyond the utmoſt ſtreteli 
of your on powers to comprehend! Con- 
template your own make and being: it is 
full of amazement — and the deeper you. en- 
quire, the more you are loſt 7 How ſhall 
you find out Ged, to ber fection? 1 

Chrift in the fullneſs of time camedown — 
heaven, from the boſam of his Father, to teach 
mankind the will of the Almighty; one ar- 
ticle of which is, that God is paſt finding out. 
From whence, it is reaſonable. to infer, that 
thoſe who attempt to explain the Trinity, 
arrogate a power highly offenſive. to the 
deity. What we are taught concerning 
Cbriſt is, that He thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God, though. made in the like- 
neſs of men; and we have the ſame autho- 
rity That every tongue ſhall confeſs that Feſus 
Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
We alſo find that when the almighty com- 
muned with Moſes, and Moſes enquired in 
what name, he ſhould f peak to the children of 
Iſrael, the anſwer was, I AM, THATI 
Ax: and thus ſhalt thou ſay to the children of 
Hoe I am, hath * me unto you and God 
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"if #24 1 7 2 
faid moreover unto Moſes, thus fhalt thou 2 


to the children of Iſrael, The Lord God of pour 


Fathers, the God of © Arabam, the 852 of 
Iſaac, and the God of Jacob, hath ſent me unte 


you this 18 my name for ever; and this 18 my 


memorial unto all generations.” (b) This ex- 
preſfed the incommunicable nature of the Su- 
preme Being. This was the idea, we may 
preſume the Almigbiy choſe the Iſraelites 


ſhould form of Him; and ſtand in awe of the 
divine majeſty of one ae ont my ſovereign 


Toru of all ! 


With regard to iris, ah ddclaratiee be 
makes of himſelf is, g= verily I ſay um 
you, before Abraham was, I Am. (c) This 
the unbelieving Fews confilpend as blaſphemy _ 
againſt God; and accordingly would have 
ſtoned him, if he had not conveyed himſelf 
from them. Is not this as if he had ſaid, 
* appear to you as a man, and conſequently of a 
life limited to a ſhort number of years; but my 
Being is before all generations, to you utterly in- 


comprehenſible I have à Being equal to his of 


whom Moſes told the Iſraelites, that his name 
was I am.” Hence moſt Chriſtians, with all 


nana reaſon, infer the equality of the 
exi ener 


(3) Exod. chap. ij iii. (c) St. John, chap. viii. 


e 
exiflence or co- eternity of the Son of God - 
In relation to the Saviour of mankind, St. 

on declares, that in the beginning was 
the word; and the word was with God: and 
the word was God. The ſame" was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made 
by him : and without. him was not any\ thing 
made, that was made. In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men: That. was the true 
light which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world, But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the Sau of God, 
even to them that believe in his name.” _ 
It is moſtevidently not in the power of man, 
to comprehend the Trinity in Unity : but that 
there is a union, and a diviſion, is generally 
received, the INE. Teſtament ſufficiently 
declaring it. : 
This is eſſential to the Chriſtian profe un: 
namely, that Chriſt was the Meſſiah : that 
he appeared in the world as a nan: that he 
died for the fins of men, as an all-ſufficient 
ſacrifice, oblation, and ſatisfaction to divine 
juſtice : that he roſe again from the dead; 
and aſcended into heaven, from whence he 
will come again to judge the living and the 
dead : that he commanded us to remember him 
in a certain manner, and to worſhip him by 
| W ” - - & pecu- 
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a peculiar ſacrifices apts our Lord's 
Supper: and dreadſul it. is to fay, ie il 


8 not obey him, that we haus n Pant ind him 


From theſe and ſuch articles, wh 


| deduced? That Ghriftican, are | 
* 


ge, be ſaid to have died for theſalva- 
tion of thoſe who do not obey his las; but 
for ſuek as believe and obey, he hath*purchaſed: 
eternal life; Can You heſitate a moment what 
part to take? There is no other choice, than 


eternal life, or eternal death : heaven and hell 


are ſet before you. Tou are a free agent, and as 


ſuch may deflroy yourſelf; or by obedience 


and the mercies of heaven, do That which will 
ſave, and render you immortally happy. 

As a Chriftian, you cannot entertain a 
doubt, but that God was manifeſted in the 
FLESH. and dwelt among ſi us.” Chrift refers to 
the divine ſpirit, which was occaſionally diſ- 
played in the Prophets and Patriarchs. And 


at length Truth in the abſtract, took the h- 


man form, as far as is given to mortals to 
comprehend, moſt Cbriſtians believing, that 
Chriſt being perfect God, was alſo. p perfect man, 
egual to the Fatber in his divinity ; 3 but in his 
buman nature inferior : : thus reconciling, the 
variety of expreſſions in the ſacred writings 

3 nnn 


[ 227 1 
concerning the equality and the inferierity of 
the Son FO with ches, ſublime docrine of 
the Trinity. et ine, 564 

It has been C empbüns in weak n that 
men are inclined to follow the dictates of 
their ſenſes, or animal nature, being prompt 

ed to revolt againſt their ſpiritual and an- 
gelical part. In our enlightened days, the 
perturbed ſtream derives its ſource, from 
our not being habituated to fix our thoughts 
many become unqualified to diſtinguiſh, 
between true and falſe pleaſure; and can- 
not practically diſcover, that all the ways 
of ww:/dom- are pleaſant, and for the moſt 
part, her paths peaceful. Were we to pur- 
ſue the true plan of life we ſhould be ena- 
moured of the beauty of holineſs ; and in That 
ſpirit and temper, our fupreme delight would 
be, in worſhipping the great author of na- 
ture. We ſhould then aſſiduouſſy offer our 
incenſe at his altars, at whoſe right hand are 

| ſeated pleaſure and everlaſting. joy'! 

With reſpe& to our nation, as now di- 
ſtinguiſned, this is the age e Pleaſiire. The ſu- 
peries claſſes are eager in one oontinued chace 

e | of 
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of W and moſt monde fully buſy in indo 
ing nothing; or in doing ſuch things as tend to 
deſtroy the reliſh of many and heavenly pur- 
ſuits. What the lower claſſes are about, 1 
venture to judge from their extreme poverty 
of ſentiment, in ſo ren . at _ 
tars of Chriſt. Fate 
. Happily you are born in a ſociny of pd 
and conſequently - muſt take ſome pains to 
be able to turn infidel. In every ſtation 
of life, the candid may diſcover, that the 
. greateſt infidel is the greateſt fool in the 
: ſociety : and that he who underſtands not the 
evidence of religion, is weak, or ill taught; or 
comprehending the evidence and acknowledg- 
ing it, yet diſregards it, is to the great in- 
tent and purpoſe of life, 4 mad man.” The 
truly thoughtful ſee, that he only is in his 
right mind, who courts the protection of 
the almighty ; and facrifices all other conſi- 
derations to this great object. 7 wt 
e cannot comprehend God : 1 5 "ag 
cannot know him, in the beautiful _ 
guage of ſcripture, © to perfection: but no 
thought can riſe in the heart of man, con- 
cerning power, wiſdom, . juſtice, mercy, or any 
of thoſe glorious attributes, which diſtin- 
bad 


r. Sectiivabefiianeionthb foul of man, 
when cheriſhed and afſifted by revelariun. 
If we pry into: merges. from a princiale. of 
curioſity; (and for ſpit m¹ wan he neceſa- 
ry) we injure our on cauſe, -, wounding 
the reverenee and awe, r 
prehend that Chryftians, I; mean. thoſe who. 
believe in Chriſt as the Hefpah, yet deny 
the Trinity, ſo far attempt to undenſtand God,. 
that they would prove a negative ; and that 
they are not bound to believe what they 
do not comprehend. To me, this ſublime 
doctrine appears as clearly revealed: and, 
thank heaven, Chri/tians in all countries, 
and under every mode of belief, for the 
greater part, receive it as true, eſteeming 
it eſſential to their faith, as chriſtians. It is in- 
comprehenſible, and for this very reaſon, tends: 
to promote humility; and humility is the 
characteriſtical mark, and chief criterion, by 

which we may judge of our Chriftianity. _ 
Diſputes concerning ſuch great atticles,. 
ſerve only to deſtroy the power and efficacy of 
religious halineſs,. in our hearts, but cannot 
poſſibly inform our heads, The folly is ſelf- 
| 4 evident. 
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or e eee. — — 
and body How ſhould he comprehend the pow- 
er which gabe him That ſoul? The works of 


nature are not level to our comprehenſion: 


Can the myſteries of providence be Wn 
deen to gur lexel ? O vain conceit: 
The greateſt of all;puniſhments, is 3 


given up to infidelity of the mot dangerous 


kind. Angels fell through pride, and men con- 
tinually tranſgreſs from the ſame cauſe. ** The 
impoſſibility of proving there is no. God, is a 
demonſtration that there is one,” becauſe we 
have the proof both of our ſenſes and reaſon, 


that there is a world, and that we our- 
. ſelves exiſt, though we cannot poſſibly dif. 


cover how either can be, but as there is a 
firſt. ſupreme intelligent power, that is the cauſe, 
Such a power is incomprehenſible to us : Conſe» 
quently, of all: the ſenſeleſs reflexions that 
ever entered the heart of man, the greateſt 
muſt be, that the world could exiſt, and be 


_ what it is, or what we ſee it to be, without a 


ſupreme and intellectual agent, infinite in 
power and perfection, 


From 


1 23 1 

„Prei the records of time, both in pro- 
oo and ſacred hiftory, we ſind that ſo far 
from mankind 0. believing in any God, they 
were prone to believe in many Gods, Hence 
aroſe the abominable idolatry of the antient 
beathens, whom the Almighty cut off the 
face of the earth, by the hands of the Iſrael- 
 ites, for aſcribing his power to flochs and 
ones. The Egyptians were ſunk into the bar- 
barity and ignorance, of multiplying their 
Gods, fondly ſuppoſing ſubordinate deities, 
and deputies who preſided over particular 
parts of the univerſe ; yet they aſſerted, one 
Maker, and chief governor of the world; | 
Among popiſh Chriſtians, we find them 
ſtrangely inclined to the belief of a multipli- 
city of ſubordinate Beings, even mortals, 
veſted with the power of mediators, and there- 
fore objects of worſhip. From this opinion 
they pray to the bleſſed. Virgin, Saints, and 
Angels, ſuppoſing that. Chri/t. has delegated 
power, as Mediators and interceflors, te 
created beings ; but the ſcriptures declare moſt 
definitively, againſt any Mediator but Chr. 
Whatever knowledge one part of man- 
kind, in the pride or wantenneſs of the heart, 
ä may 
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the world; but what is his conqueſt, to you: 
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rewarding the virtuous, muſt be aſcribed _ 
kis promiſe, that there ſhould be a Redeemer : 


and That promiſe was accompliſhed in the 


perſon of Feſus Chris. Hence you may con · 
elude, thoſe promiſes made known to us by 
revelation, are the ſupports of our religion as 
Chri/tians, and ſhould be the jey and comfort 
of our lives Now, my friend, how is this 
poſlible to. ſuch as are not attentive enough 
to remember Chrift at his altars ? If they be 
lieve his divinity, yet worſhip him not, 
offering no incenſe at his altars, what are 


bey? He bids. you be of good cheer, whilſt 


you obey his laws, for that he had overcome 


who are in ſuch ſlavery to the world, as _ 


to negle the God of your ſalvation ? + 


Contemplate the hiſtory of Chriſt, na his 
words, and enliven your mind with pleaſing. 
hopes l Sadneſs is not natural to true religion: 


impiety and irreligion ought indeed to make 
men mourn ! Hope generates faith, and both: 
| bope and faith cheriſh charity in our boſoms. 

1 57 
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„„ 
It is to the evidence of things not ſeen, 
Chriſt continually appeals, as correſponding 
with the ſpirituality of the human foul, which 
he ſo perfectly underſtood. Do you not per- 
ceive that he condemned or applauded men, as 
they arrogantly rejected this evic or 
humbly conſented to it; from chis principle, 
proving, their humility ar pride of heart? He 
ſaid, * learn me, for Tam meek and Inwly ;” ; 
urging that they only were fit to be his ſub- 
jets who were humble; as proud and diſe- 
bedient perſons ſignify the ſame, and cannot 
ſerve any other maſter than the devil, 
We comprehend, as far as is necefiry for 
us, as reaſonable, accountable, humble Beings ; ; 
and every attempt beyond this carries us 
vut of our fphere, and renders us guilty 
in the ſight of God. How can man form 
any idea of ſomething made out of no- 
thing? But he can eaſily underſtand what 
a finite Being means; and that finite man 
cannot comprehend God who is infinite ? 
We ſee a world actually exiſting ; and 
feel that our ſouls as well as bodies exiſt. 
If we walk by the lights afforded us, we 


muſt” conclude, that altho' man is an animal 
with 
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; With reſpect to his body, he is a ſoixit with re- 


band to his ſoul; and that both are ſo endowed, 
that in the iſſue, they will laſt for . _ 
declared by the voice of Gel! 
Whether he learnt it from the Fews, or 
from the light of his mind, a wiſe heathen 
(a) ſaid, What comfort is there in believing I 
Hall utterly periſh? If the foul of man is 
not immortal, 1 err in opinion with Pleaſure; ; 
nor will I ever, whilft I live, be forced out of. 
an opinion which yields me ſa much delight 
as the thought o of IN? +4 
Another heathen writer (5) ſays, 0 T the 
ſoul exiſts not after death, all difſertation 
concerning future felicity, or infelicity, is 
vain and abſurd,” ' concluding that it does ex- 
iſt. Would not von ſoar above heathen? 
The doctrines of Chri/t are not ambiguous, 
but require faith and patience, and towait for 
the glory which is promiſed to be revealed. 
Vou fay you believe, yet you are not ſenfi- 
ble of negligence with reſpect to faith in 
Chriſi? Do you conſider your diſregard to it 
proved by your diſobedience to his injundtions, 
in the ſame light as if you were, or thought 
— your» 


(a) Cicero. (5) Plata. 
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yourſelf to be, on the verge of en 
are certain, you ſhall in a few days or Meters 
arrive at That verge; and therefore yo 
are as fooliſh; as you are wicked, in not pre- 
paring with all due ſeriouſneſs. MEET 
Nothing is more eaſily known to you, than 
what chriſtianity requires at your hands: it is” 
marked out in the moſt legible characters; ; 
but a habit of negligence creatin g "infidelity, un 
diliy generates ignorance ; and ' ignorance pride 
and diſobedience : And do you not diſcover your 
own diſobedience in not coming to. the table 
ol our Lord ?—Thoſe who chuſe to be bind, 
may ſhut their eyes againſt the bright- 
eſt ſun. It is very juſtly obſerved, of the 
Being of God, *© that if we believe that 
God zs, and act conſonantly to it, we 
ſhall be ſafe, if he be not; and eternally happy 
if he be: whereas if we believe that he is not, 
we are ſure to be miſerable for ever, if ht be.” 
(a) Although this obſervation more imme 
diately regards profeſſed infidels : apply it to 
the obedience required of true believers, and 
thoſe who from the advantages they have 
FE en- 


(a) Dr. Scott. 
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find che rege Nera ll be | I 
prebonds $hecarele/ and ng "a 
the'ſame;event-:; for though they, ca. 
nothing by idlaneſi, — — 
pine ß, and be plunged: into milery forever, 
2unprofitable ſervants I.—Be wiſe intim 
1 aer e . Wem 5163 TY 
An the vom prehenſive vie of man, reſpeo· 
g his comtmutiication with the Deity yu 
n have read the Bible, muſt know that che 
Almighty converſed with Adam in an'audibte | 
*voice 3 Anck by che agency of miniſter 
ils drohe him vat & Paraüiſe, for his, 
1 en. God converſet" with Wajſts;”vy% 
"mode, whicti for want dr nga e 
"awfully call a 5 of his ſpirita dalfty bei 
a flame which did not burn nor T7 22 
40 bes, from whence iNued | a "Vote e. 2 | 


"his pleaſure known to the Pairigr, 
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Phets, in dreams a nd viſions nd 
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Son of God declares, 1 the peop % Pellet 
ed not Mo loſes and the prophets, ? neith og 
they be perſuaded though one foul riſe From, th 
dead. This was verified in his own perſon, 
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At length in the fulneſs of dne che d. 


fab came from heaven: his birth was a mi- 
| racle, By taking the human nature he 
_ accommodated himſelf to the ſenſes of thote 


who few and heard, and felt, that he was ſub- 
ſtantially clothed in fleſh amd blood, We now 
behold him with the eye of faith, per- 
ſuaded that he is comprebenfible to the utmoſt 
the heart can reaſonably wiſh. This is now a 
ſubject of joy, and wil. be ſo as long as 
the ſun and moon ſhall n and to all 
eternity 

The Almighty now ſpeaks. to us, by bis 
word, in the ſacred ſeriprures, which are laid 
before us in our mother tongue. If you will 


not believe the evidence afforded you, it may 
de concluded, that you would * though 
| you ſhould fee a miracle. 


In the prophetic ſpirit of the Royal Plal- 
fferings and power 


F the Meſſinb, it it aid, All the ends 


of the world ſhall remember, and turn unto the 
Lord; and all the kindreds of the nations ſhall 
werſhip before him. For the kingdom is the 
Lord's, and he is the governor among the nations 
(a. Before Chri/t appeared, you read, and 
XxX may 


(a) Pſalm xxii. ver. 27, 28. 
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ſunk into g * ae and for the moſt part 
apoſtatized from the on- true God. The great 
truths concerning the creation and fall ef man 
rere forgotten. But when Cbri . and his 
Apoſtles preached, and the ſcriptures written 
by Moſes and the prophets were tranſlated, and 
ſpread among the nations, the doctrines of 
Chriſtianity were received by numbers. Chri- 
ſtians are now found in almoſt every part; 
and in his good time Chriſtians believe that 
he will overſhadow the whole earth, | . 
It is one general proof of the reſ urrection of 
Cbriſt, that his doctrines are maintained, by 
ſome of almoſt every nation and language: 
and we ſhould conſider the government of the 
whole earth as in his hands ! Upon his 
aſcenſion he was juſtly ſtiled, King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords. He rulath in the church 
by his Spirit, and bleſſed are they who are his 
willing ſubjefis. They ſhall come, and ſhall 
declare his righteouſneſs, unto a people, that ſhall 
be born, that ax hath done this (b). 44 
This is a promiſe of the expected race, 


which ſhall — forth at the time e 
ed, 
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(3) Pfalm xxii. ver. 31. 


| ſafeſt and moſt comfortable terms of reli- 


: ü 239 


ed, and proclaim the . righteouſurſs uobech cis 


of God by faith, to all ages, and generations, 
who hearing of That great. work Which the 
Lord hath wrought for the ſalvation of 
mankind, will be led to glorify him, in the 


church, to the end of time. This ed. 


fully expreſt i in e numbers. brik eq 
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« Riſe, croum d with light, imperial Salim ail bY 
Exalt thy tot ring head and lift thine eyes ? n 


See a long race thy ſpacious courts adourn; NN | 
Dies future ſons and daughters yet unborn h wy 1 - 
In crowding ranks an every fide e iow 90 


Demanding life, impatient for the flies : 
See barb' rous nations at thy gates attend, -\ T | 


N alk in ad lebt, and i in thy temple 1 * +: 


Do you, my friend, pretend that nt ſouth is 
ſo dark and ignorant, amidſt all the light, | l 
the inſtruction, and civilzation that ſur- 
rounds you, you cannot hear the call of a 
whole hoſt of evidence, conducted by the 
great Captain of our ſalvation ? If he offers 
you the moſt honourable and tender, the 


gious freedom, in which alone is true happi- 
neſs, will you reject them? 
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1 vou. Helen will ſmile on your oneſt en- 
deavours ] Tou will nh longer! ſuffer ubs in- 
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of * Chrifiatity's and |atſon; hob gorküpted 

by 3 caftome ” I And csi lia bits; aſſents in ſuch 
4 manner, that human nature bluſhes at the 
thought of arms; af But c pretend «to 
ee any thing as duty; and achnow- 

dee that it hath 0 che ſanctien vf a 
"divine com and and yet not perform That 
bonn u wut ove a mat to be wicked, or 
Int ne. Wind gan 903.9 2£w 3 HIP ; 

” Take f no Vater pains't to Jective fore 
"Obey, andy your proſpect will brighten! before 


" quietulles you, labour under,” nor Seeumt "I 
15 as an ox driving to the fav wag I) 
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H E. beſt fate leg 18 « 1 8 88 1 from rea 
N Le., You know, my friend, "that T1 
have had opportunities of ſceing A great deal 
of the world, and. its various inbabitants, 
| their follies and vices, enthuſiaſm, ſuper 
tftition. and prejudices. | $4 N 

To the ſeveral details which 1 have al- 


ready mentioned, J muſt add another, which 
marks 


t „ 


marks) the charger off the, timer M og en 

are Hiſtinguiſhed« by: the, appellation of the 
druout fex 3 an being the moſt; xeſtrained in 
manners be naturally expects to find, them 
the moſt attentive to the gentle duties of Fr 
ligion, and the, fzer. of offending God, E 
quiring of one of. my: wards, turned f 


twenty: years g he he hed . 
ceived the fer: 3. ber. anſwers a accordi ling 


to cuſtom, was * negative. She all ed g- 


ed this reaſon for. i t; her educati on ha 
qualifies, Here This Joung woman was 
inſtructed in the reſpectable ſchool of a "public 
| dark and placed out with great gare, ve 
young indeed, to a ſober maſter and miſtreſs, 
manufacturers, in whoſe houſe the face of 
no other man is ever ſeen: but it ſeems 
that neither his, nor his wife's ſobriety roſe 
to the ſtandard of Chriſtianity which re- 
quires. the worſhip of Chriſt at his altar. 
This is the evil which predominateg 1 n 
| E gland, in every aſſembly of manufacturers, | 
ſome. of a pious caſt excepted; and the 
greater the number congregated, for the 
purpoſe of labour, in e the effect j is 
5 * bags „ctotziſtche 
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the myerſe. of WI at it ough to. 2 
—rhereiare many! Tv dots le 5 
07 hath: been Ken fBed, 
the moſt phct 7 0 
- idformation'wath's Kee 
„abt it Wes hot 
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derbe 
ai e ditties . to: pollution. 
„And what ſhall we ſay gf many, ſchoals 
for the echte of noblemen and gentle- 
men, RO have reached the. age of laxtean. | 
amd or academies, where thete ate 

young men from ſixteen to thirty; vas 
old? Fro rom chence We may adjougny to our 
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" Tas % to. Shove 208 
259.0: nt ſeminaries, of learning 1 — 
be 225 ſufficieaty attentive to 
entiat part of gurechgian; Hor gi 


50 118 is wantin 5 brjngghe-prapletack 
ton fene of their du k ehen 


"_ 6 7 ing leger ner dſchool- 
a upil. tyrped off fifteen, 
e 

7 be: 10 0 a him to g to ub Supper 


f iur. a before. he, gots info. ch und 
zul chi, il f. is next. to, impaſſible. he Mul 
ent be corrupted, were it only that he has 
4 ner mg in this ſeripus part. 
Ik a bo can learn Latin and Greek, | 
Avithietic, "Mathematics ; af he has abilities 
248. inveſtigate objects which require Arenath 
and elearnefs. of parception; is it to; be ima 
Sined he will, not underſtand, what, children. 
are taught in their catechiſin, and, the plain, 
common ſenſe of our Lord's injunction, 
di this in remambrunce of mo? Will he not as 
eaſily conceive, in what à habit of duty he 
ought to live? To ſuppoſe the contrary is 
degrading reaſon: it is a high offence tothe 
honour of judgment, and the goodneſs. of the 
beart ; it is ſuch. an. indignity offered to our 
- natural 


1 1 
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natural propenſ! wo WN 2 95 ng role 


againſt\ita@iqyy N ar I Ini 
Faw-convder jt ap f. pradent bp. AY 
einen pal UT af Egger ie as 


Wend 


of, 0 Tr ds Pt up} $3 "atk a 
Vat ay Tt 0 en by th d happ py } 
| es t 


it 1: 
bony oa 


ſome ſuch. — 
ecm a 


: ſhe will lead them to the 2 N 
Whether the boy or girl] has the ai 
the ſchool - maſter as well as the parent 
ſhould do his duty; and if God 145 
pointed the man, or the father, as tlie füpe- 
rior, he is reſponſible to God for ſotis and 
daughters, men ſervants and maid-ſervants: 
he is anſwerable in more reſpects than he 
ſeems to be aware of. The ſuperioriry given 
bim, i is not for the exerciſe of ram. or che 
gratification of pride or vanity, but for the 
promotion of the happineſs of 'ſoietyy''by | 
every act of ſocial virtue, and deed of bene - 
volence and piety; that the blefling' of God | 
may attend his ſteps, and nen nn | 


zeign on the earth. Van 
What 


145 15 245 ] 

What can contribute ſo much to the 
great end in view, 45 Mering the: bens f, 
gratitude ang praiſe to the great authon' oY 
and the ſupreme dbjed?, an thoſe nere 
e e eee. 
at his altar, we : worſhip God tn thi tet of 
holineſs : if the Chriftian fekince is" it leut 
28 acceptable t to the great alithör of nature, 
as the Fewihh, ever was: fo with-hok ſuch 


ſacrifice will be dee 12 " rebellitin, . 
high cammanids of * . d t 


Hb "AY : 


197 3; 3 ; tes . 
573 1 Baal {! { Fu if 96 


„er XV, 47 14 N. , 
T Sent Ma ir given d dy 2 2 2] . 
biſhop, in relation to behaviour on cen 
of receiving the ſacrament of our Lord's Suß- 
per: if you mean to breed up your ſens ald 
daughters in the knowledge and practice ef 
the religion of Chrifty give. them 25 "ſhort ald 
ecomprehenſivè view of it, ascatly 2 as poflible; 
and by ſo doing, you will prepare your: own © 
mind for; the higheſt and moſt important 
duties of lifſe. r 
= now recommend. the thoughts of the ſame | 
prelate, contained 1 in another little tract, that . 
you may apply it diliggntly to the uſe of 
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your children, (a) Contemplate their ban. 
city, and gently. fix. on their \mindb"the 
good deſig gn of theſe: ſen ts. Let not 
my labours, which: your particular cirdum- 
ſtances have drawn fron 00s wan he 
archbiſhop ſays : bs lit och 
e All that, e der- me e Th 3 
order to everlaſting; happineſs, is toubtlirds' 
thoſe things. which he has made known; 
which i is called faith : to ive according tothe 
rules and Jaws. which he has given to us; 
which is called abedience: and when a man 
finds he bas i in any inſtance broken the law af 2 
God, to be forrowful for it, to confeſs it to 
God, to beg his paruun for it; and diligentix 
to amend it for the . to en wien 1s 
called repentances; ga 90 vi 1 82 o 
Theſe: three things, namely, faith, obedi 
ence, and repentance, contain the whole abe 
ſtance of the duty of every chriſtian. 
| In order to, enlighten the mind, nde 
ſtrengthen the faith of a chriſtian, I fnall en- 
deavour, to ſnew what are the things ee 1 
ly made known by God to be believed 2 us. 


ff 170 £58. 
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(a) Archbiſhop Syng ge 1 A of Chu 
— _— $45 l 
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—_ That thevs it 48.4 Wks hae the 
heavens the earth, and all things therein con- 
tained; and that he has diſpoſed all things in 
that moſt uſeful and beautiful ander! in NI ed 
they ſtill continue. | 
That God is not a body, Hike d unto us, nor 
ſubje& unto any ſuch frailties or imperfec- 
tions as we are: but that he is a ſpirit, eter- 
nal, without beginning or ending, moſt Holy, 
juſt, and true, moſt gracious and merciful : 
that he knows all things, can do all things, 
and is preſent every where, without whe con- 
fined to any place. : 
And although there u her k, nor « can be, 
more than one God, yet in the unity of the 
Godhead, or divine nature, there are three 
diſtinct perſons, of whom frequent mention is 
made in the holy ſcriptures; and to each of 
whom both the name, and atfributes of God 
are often aſcribed the firſt of theſe perſons 
is called the Father; the ſecond the Son, and | 
ſometimes the Word; and the third the "Holy : 
Ghojt, or Spirit: And this, in ſhort, f is the 
meaning of what we call the doctrine of the 
holy, bleffed, 4 and u ndivided Trinity c. which 4; 
is to 22 received and believed, becauſe God 


As long as we are tiers in a ihe hs wht 
ſuch things as theſe, but as "thraugh a 2 
Aurliy; but when. we ſhall be advan 
the perfect fate of the n In heaven, 
then we ſhall ſee Jace Ib fuer, and Ins am 

ar alfowe are tnorun, eue 25 ein. 1 l 8 bs 

To the firſt of theſe ar namely, to 

the Father, the holy feriptures do mute im- 
mediately aſcribe the work of creating the © 
world by his almighty power, and of: governing /| 
and ordering it, ind all things in it, by all 
good provillence. * 
As to che ſecond of theſe e 10 
calletl the Sen, or the Ford, we are tought w 
believe that he came down from heaven, and | 
took the nature of man upon him; and K. 
came man for our ſate; like unto us in al? 
"things, n only excepted : that he was con. 
ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit of Gal; | 
in the womb of a pure virgin; and born of 
her, whereby he became both- Go and nan 
in one perſon, was called by the name of Jr. 
| Ju and Chriſt: and after he had Wer a2 moſt 
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5 the Roman. e | 
Haneful and $ e e ot rhe Fg pn an 
bed, 25 c 2 ul appear he, Nag 2 10 | 
a, | Ly 1 eee 5 85 — * 
. 251. ; 1 


ere i Mice 
Go, It Tk it 2% 


To That we may u 
| cerned. in this . 


OY + 


15 rſt man po 7825 175 


eh, the 


ee 


Eve, w GG cated at ze b panning of 
| = 9 7 Tt rom When al 15 Aklnck are 
<lexaded.y fene beg För e com- 
mitted a Very great Vn, an ghly e 
. almighty God, in eating Fe 75 0 19 5 
tree, which God had po truely Fry 
Sigden them to eat, under "the etl 
a very g great puniſhment,” kf an 2 15 theirs 
1 their nature became weakene *corrupt- 


ed, and very much inclined 0 15 12 tolck- 


6 "He cuil 
dren muſt, needs be Jike to FN of thei? pa- 
«i TGNS, - the corruption of the nature, of theſe two 


. edueſs, And. becauſe. the natüfe 


Perſons f 


—. 


3 2 os, _ I 5 yy” 
4 irs 250! A 
3 Penſomt, wha were the common parents f 
All mankind, did communicate an univerſal = 
corragtion of nature > their poſterity. ;" by 8 © 
___ which, all mankind has ever ſince been naty- 4 . 
| rally inclined to do thoſe things which Hot | ; 
has forbid; and to leave undone thoſe things 5 
Wich he has end: which eorruptin BY 
| of our nature is what zur commonly as or | ; 
the name of original fin. 1 
And beſides this original . eb is. * | 0 
man (except Jeſus Chriſt) who has lived = 
ſuch an age, as to be capable of governing q 
And managing his own actions, but what hay 1 
committed many actual fins, and tranfyre } . 
| Hons; upon both which accounts we areal, 1 . 
"Mm by nature, rendered unfit for, and u ; C 
of that eternal happineſs which God had 1 
vided far us; andare alſo become expoſed ty | 10 
te wrath of God, and to that eternal puniſ- " 
me which his Jae bas een wo fin =. 
ners. I : 
© This is the fid and wretched conditi = 
which all mankind; by nature, are in, era il FE 


ſinee the fin of our firſt parents. But not- | 
withſtanding that man had thus brough 
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bim f into this un, Aale, yet God in N 


| "infinite merey. would not. forſakes nor caſt him 
off; but was pleaſed again to admir us all in- 
to a capacity, of being reſtored to his favour, 


and to that eternal bappineſs i in the t to come, 
of which our ing me actual firs had de- 


prived us. IVES * 


In order to 0 ne condelcended” to ſod. 5 


his Son into the world, to take eur nature upon 
him, and to become our Redeemer : his ſuf- 
ferings and death being accepted of by God, 
as a ſacrifice and propitiation for the fins of 
che whole world: for thie ſake of whichy- and 


of his moſt holy and unſpotted life, God has | 


been pleaſed to promiſe pardon and accep- 


tance,'to all thoſe who either before, or fince 


Chrift's coming into the world, have, or ſhall 


embrace the true faith, heartily repent of 


their- former ſins; and carefully. lead' their 
tives according to the laws and command- 
ments of God. And this which Jeſus Chrift 


| hath thus done and obtained for us, is com- 
monly called by the DAR of 8 work f our 
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* Partherinlee we are taught © belteve Ka oF | N | 
fu Chrift after his death did deſcend into 
hell. But ſince God has not thought it ne. | 
ceflary, in his word, to give us a a Clear” and 


meant by 2 or io what 2 Crit did: 
deſcend thither, there is no reaſon why ve 
ſhould trouble ourſelves, with any. curivns . 
guiry into this matter.. EF 1 

And after it had fufficiently nth chat 1 
| Feſtus Chriſt was truly dead z upon the third | 

day after his death he roſe again to life, ap- 
peared to his apoſtles, and very many "of his 
diſtiples; was feenand handled by them, and 
cat; drank, and converſed with,them,.'for the | 
ſpace of no leſs than forty days, that in That 
time they might have /i: Sufficient aflurances' of 
the reality of his reſurrection. 792 9 

After this, in the ſight of aig OY 
them, he was openly talen up, and aſcended in. 
heaven, where he remains in the higheſt glory, 
which is call'd ſiting at the right hand of: | 
G; where he continues for ever, to o make 4 
interceſſion with God for us. dee 

Concerning the third Perſon in the Holy 


Trinity, who is 25 the Holy Gho 1 ö 
* 
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| Hh Shri FRF + he Coche bolineſs i in us, 
Vie are taught to believe, that ſoon after 
_ Chriff's aſcenſion ite heaven, the Hay Gboſt, 
being ſent by the Father and the Son, ad 
coming forth: from them, dic in a wonderful. 
manner deſcend upun the Et and"Dif- | 
_ cipler of Cris; enlightening their minds, 
and opening their underſtandings, that they 
might underſtand the holy ſcriptures,” and 
know the aul af God; giving them gifts 
and abilities to teach and preach the goſpel 
with truth and power; and enabling them to 
ſpeak all forts, of languages, 4 that they might- 
inſtruct alf the ſeveral. nations and people of 
the world; and giving them power to work 
miracles, for the better confirming thoſe 
things which they taught and preached. 
Now although the miniſters and preachers 
of the goſpel do not appear, in theſe days, to 
be endowed with the ſame-miraculous gifts 
and abilities as the apoſtles were (there be- 
ing other ſufficient means for the inſtruction 
of the people, and confirmation of the true - 
faith and religion) yet we are aſſured, - that 
where any man, in anihoneſt and lawful. 1 way, | 
endeavours wi ith /incerity and diligence to im- 
| Y. 35 prove - 
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prove his, wk a anding,, and 


and religion, for the good both 'of hike 154 
nd others; the Holy Spirit o of God 1 Wir vet 1 

be waning to. juch a man ; but Will alt h his '4 
piops and honeſt, endeayours, and, will ore” | 
and more. enlighte n his mind; that he may | 
9 and Fes in, the knowledge of thoſe 4 


and . ſalvation. And ths the Hu * 
Gg ig the imme iate author and: worker of ö 
thols gifts and graces witkig us, which, ate | 1 
neceſſary for the edljication ; "that is 40 ta, W 
the 3nfirudtion of all chriſtian people. 
And whereas by nature we are. all of us 
inclined to evil, and unable. of ourſelves to 
think or do any. thing as we ſhould, the 

Holy Spirit of God, beſides the enlighten- - 
ing of our minds with the knowledge of thoſe 
things which are neceſſary to ſalvation, does 
al ſo move and work upon our conſcience, our f 
will, and affections, i in order to incline and 
bring us to, and aſſiſt us in, the diligent and | 
I conſtant practice of thoſe things which God 
requires from us. And thus the Holy Ghoſt is 
Alſo, the author of holineſs in us; (I mea if 
we | 
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[2,3 Ace eich his otions, Vane nt res 
| Athem) which is N the woe LE cron 
cation. © * . a . 1 ite 3. 
The whole congre of proplejin 
by the outward: preaching of the eee 
the inward motiens of the Holy Spirit, have 
been called and brought to receive indem 
brace che true faith; and baptized · in the name T7 = 
of the Father, Son, and Holy*Ghift} all theſe vn 
perſons, I ſay, together with their childreny 
are called by the name of the church of G 
and as à king is the Bodo his tinydony, fois 
Chrift the king and Nad of his chaveh: And 
the very end and deſign of Chri/'s-calling and 
gathering his church, being the-promoting 
of- true godlineſs bere; in- order to- falvation 
hereafter ; for this reaſon the church is ſaid 
ts be holy; although many perſons who are 
ungodly, may outwardly appear and profeſs 
to be chriſtians, and live in the viſible commu- 
nion of the chureh ; as-one that is a rebel in 
his Heart, may yet pretend to be a ſubjack, 
and live in outward ſociety: with thoſe that | 
are faithful to the government. ny WHY 
Furthermore, as à kingdom or common- 
. by-its laws: and conſtitutions, is but 
| one- 


2 8 of? 
* * ® . 
, ; 


M 1 4 
one. ſociety; although evil men may al 4 
factions, make parties, and cauſe. Arien 
within it; ſo our Saviour Chrift Heſs ap- 
pointed and: called but one church, in — 
COMmunien or feHowſhip: of which, all ſaints, | 
that is, all good: chriſtians,, are. for ever.to- | 
be joined and united, and to partake in cams 1 
mon the ere and privileges which 
God has promiſed to That ſociety ane, 
N Wa of forme, eee 
ochers, this ſame church, which ou gheto be 1 
entirely one, both in faith and: dee is * 1 
vided into contrary . parties, . which. refuſe 
and renounce communion. with one another; 
And whereas, before the coming of Chrif,, | 
the church of God, that is to ſay, the people 
whom Ged had. outwardly called, and made 
revealed word; whereas this church, I ſay, 
was then confined to ene particular place and 
natiom, that .is to. ſay, to the temple of Feru- 
ſalem, and the children of Ifrael; ; . Zeſus Chrift 
has called all nations and people indifferent 
ly into his church, offering the advantages 
and privileges thereof, in as ample a manner 


to the Gentiles as to the 18 z and n.. 
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of true . PENA ihedience 3 "YE 
alike in all parts and places of the Whole 
world: upon which account the church is, 
called cathalich, that is ta ſay, wniverſal.” _ 
Thus far the archbiſbop and his authority. : 
You may alſo inculcate the dotine, of the 
a of death, whichevery child beholds 
his eyes: and by a. familiar ſmilitade. | 
lead bang to the great doctrines of- a reſur>: 
rection to judgment, and the account men- 
muſt give of their actions. Let him under- 
grain ſown in the earth, produce regularlß 
and uniformly,” after certain ſtated periods of 
time, fruit of the ſame kind with that which 
was ſown, we are very apt to let the nder 
ſlip out of our minds, and loſe the whole 
force of its impreſſion, merely by affixing to- 
it a word of no fignification, and calling it by 
the name of natural; whereas, in truth, in 
animate nature is nothing but an empty ſounde 
unintelligent agents and proers, (as we impro-— 


perly call them) are nothing but mere inſtru-— | 

ments; and the whole effect is really the qe - ; 

ration of Him, who is the Author and God t N 

. = 
i Ut 


| c 258 J 
of the ſame author and ruler of: the wank: 
the moral conſequences and connexions of She 


do'in their proper manner, and at their proper » 
ſeaſons, take place in the world, - And could | 
our Faculties extend themſelves, to take i in, at 
one View, thoſe larger periods of the divine diſ- 
penſuations, on which depends the harmony and 
beatty-of the moral world y in like manner a 
our experience enables us to contemplate this: 
yearly-produttsr of nature, we ſhould then pro- 
bably be no more flruck with wonder, at the 
_ ſeeming —— 
preſent ii the ordering of the moral ſtate s 
the world; than we are now; ſurprized, in the 
regular courſe of nature, to ſee grain lie as it 
were dead in the earth in winter, and ſeeming- 
ly diſſolving into corruption ; and yet, with- 
aut fail, at the return of its proper ſeaſ6nz.. 
bringing torth · the certain particular fruit oß 
which it was the ſeed. It is not only true, 
that God has actually ſet before men, ſuch and. 
ſuch promiſes and threatnings;.'but probably it 
will be found true e _ d wo; 
oof 4 eee 3 5 28 in 
naturals, that whatſoever a man ſoweth, That 
ſhall he alſo reap.” e incl 
Obſerve: 2 


. 239 1 


Let your Fr obſerve this mania > 


- with attention; you fee it is drawn from no 
higher an object than wheat or other grain 
ſown in the earth, and which is almoſt as 


familiar to them as the bread that is made 
of it, and which they eat every day of their | 


lives.— And though mankind do not uſually 
allo themſelves time to conſider theſe things, 
yet we find the moſt. rude and uncultivated 
minds, nations whom we eſteem ignorant 
and barbarous,. entertain one common notion, 
chat the ſoul will exiſt after death, which is 


the foundation ſtone on which moral recti- 
tude is built. ; 


« To! the poor INDIAN, dane Si mind 
4 Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the wind; 
His foul proud ſcience never taught to fray 
Far as the ſolar malt or milkyway; 
&« Yet ſimple nature to bis HOPE has giv'n 
* Behind the <lud-topt bill an bumbler heaven.” 


Now whether it he among the learned or 
unlettered, a conviction of the mind, with- 
out an habitual practical ſenſe of the intereſt» 
ing truths on which ſalvation RY amounts 
0 ** little. 
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17% is the ic 8058 emed a "pious | 
divine: (4) e In ll m matters of keligion. | 
let your duty be the Motive in all things of . 1 
common Ae, ket reaſon direct 8 
Duty in religious matters comprehends 
faith in the word of God, and his righleouſieſs: 


mn Is > ſcarce any action in life Pitt it 
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Te thoſe who believe in the ner J 
'* theſoul, all human actions have ſome affinity | 
with a life to come, agreeable to the Chrifti- 
aun n o&, un Ged: i in * _— 
3-4 e 5 Wa "22. 6 £9466 7 

There are, indeed, many age properly 

| the objects of reaſon; as there are others the 
| objects of faith. The aſſent of the mint by | 
- faith, is reaſon informed by revelation, and 
nature corrected and improved by grace; the 
whole nian being thus trained and preparei 
for a rita! Nate. Reaſon aſſents to the 
þ ee of men 3 Faith performs the ſame office 
eee BEI Fo He : r 2 «with 


Ga) Dean Sherl6ck. 
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made fully comprehenſible to reaſon, in its 
ſeveral parts and con nexions, as objects of, 
ſenſe may be. DP 

It is one of the moſt i important concerns to 
us, who are born in a Chriftian country, to 


"4 


entertain a lively ſenſe of the high advan» : 


with reſpect to the words of 6 bs The aſſent 
of reaſon oftentimes. depends on the evidence of ; 
things not ſeen; © but faith, as connected with 
the ſpiritual nature of man, has the pre-emi- - 
nence. Whatever relates to a life to came, 8 
muſt neceſſarily be an object of faith, it being. 
evident it cannot be ſeen by the eye, nor 


z 


tages a good Chriſtian enjoys, over the pro- 
feſſors of every other religion in the world. 


Hhere is nothing which favours the natural . 


greatneſs and dignity of human nature fo much as 
Chriſtianity, which not only promiſes the entire 
refinement of the mind, but the glerifying the 
body, and the immortality of both.” 


This is the great bent of our religion; and 


the means by which this glorious end is to be. 


obtained, is clearly taught us: but if we tus 


what uſe can it be, but to give ſtings to 
conſcience; and hereafter ac d to the bitter- 
neſs of ſorrow in the regions of eternal miſery ? 

2 Were 


not learn, or refuſe to pradiſe the leſſon, of 
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Were you acquainted wich tue charafter 
al doctrines of Fews, | Mahbmitans,,. or Por 
aus, though they ſhould all believe in ove 
ſupreme Lord, you would pere ive. .that the” 
medineſe, humility, purity, and faith of Ghrifti- 
anity, exalt us far above them; affording, bes 
only true means of obtaining That - peace, 
which the ſoul, in its corrupt condition, 
could never enjoy by any other faith: and 
this, among other various evidences, is an ir- 

_ refragable proof of its deſcent from heaven. 

Our religion gives us the brighteſt praſpes | 
and Feretgſte, of a ſtate beyond the grave, 
out of the reach of all human miſery ; far 
removed from the complicated calamities to 
which we are now expoſed ; at length ad- 
vancing us to a ſtate of perfect eee 
Bauch are the doctrines of our bleſſed 2 | 

that the writings of /ome of the learned hea- 
thens, after the goſpel began to ſhine on the 
earth, mark out evident traces of. Chriſtianit, 
in the pure , morals which they taught, 
Others, though diſtinguiſhed for virtue, if we 
judge them by the purity of the Chri/tian law, 
r will be found nr deficient. 
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Its was near 5 time of the appearance of 


the Meſfiah, 1 when Rome, the greateſt ate i in 
the world, began to Crumble into ruins; 
| thrown down by violenee, committed by the 
people againſt” each other, manuring the 
earth with their on blood. They haye left 


an inſtructive leſſon to all ſucceeding gene- 


| rations ! The vices of the Romans. brought 


on civil di cord. Their religion was in ſe- 
veral reſpects offenſive to reaſon : - but the 
veneration in which they once held their 
gods, and a ſupreme power which, governs all 


things, ceaſing, to influence their lives, they 


extinguiſhed even the glimmering light they 
enjoyed ; and fell into the darke/?_ confuſion. 
Brutus, a Roman general, had a high repu- 
tation for moral virtue, and the ſincereſt love 
of his country; but, impatient of control, 
embrued his hands in the blood of his 9 
the firſt man in the ſtate, in the fond eve 
ſumption, that he ſhould; by one deſperate 
effort, deſtroy the mode of government 
which the people had, by their wickedneſs, 
molt apparently prepared for themſelves. 

Had he been a Chriſtian, he could not have 
committed ſuch a violence! Inſtead of the 
temperance: and moderation, which our divine 
Z 2 religion 
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religion teaches, on the great pine le of 
odercaming evil with gd; be. wi th mo 
than judgment or piety, with an undiſeiplined 
rage fer civil liberty, ruſhed into an extremity 
of guilt. He ſhould have made a manly dif- 
' paſſionate. effort to reſtrain all violations 
of Raman freedom, a change of manners 
having produced 2 change off government; 3 
not appealed to the ſword,” as if he had mean 
to wreſt Vengeance, out of the bands of the 
Almighty. | eie e e 
Brutus en joyed * higher reputation for a 
diſintereſted love of virtue, than any rebel 
chief our age can beaft' of; 1 ſay bebe of 
virtue; for, alas! Chriffianity i is now hardly 
"conſidered as eſſential to our well being but 
Te! when he ſaw' himſelf 'plunged into diff 
culties, in canſequence of ſo bloody an ac- 
tion ; 'the event not anſwering his wiſhes; 
not Bebi how to extricate himſelf, he 
ſought relief in ſelfmurder. In this he dif- 
fered not from many of our modern proffi- 
gates, and profeſſed unbelievers; and ſome 
mere nominal Chriſtians; with a crowd of mi- 
ſerable beings, who living without Ged i in the 


world, die in the ſame manner 


1 8 Brutus 


U. 26: 77 | 

Brutus was a heathen : : he. knew nor Chr. 
his memory is ſo far an object of our com- 
paſſion. In. the midſt of his diſtreſs he 
ſeemed to prove that he had, upon his prin- 
ciples, ſought after virtue, though he could 
not find it, for he uttered this pitebus em- 
plaint, 66 0 virtue, i | took thee far u Juan; 
but I find thou art a ſhadow } 1 And'a Bathoiti 
was to him, who had no reſources" His 
breaſt, when he cameè to the al 1008 e 

The fact is, that by a deſperate übel he 
brought on an ee load: of miſery 
on his country, and ſtained” the land with 


W- 


blood, Such is the effect of pride, And the 


abuſe of opulence, that they at once cauſe the 
evil, give virulency to reſentment, and con- 
found all moral diſtinctionss .. 
Many a cataſtrophe of the ſame het 
happened in the werld. The Chriftian pre- 
cepts allow of no evil to be done, on'the pre- 
tence of promoting a good. But in theſe days 


we exerciſe our talents more in nurmur; aud 


complaint of others, than in correcting our on 


offences; or checking the growth of publie 
evil by the exerciſe of private virtues. . Oe th 
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- The Romans becoming voluptuous: to an 

extreme degree, loſt their venetation for their 
religion, and became devotees to amuſement, 
concipiſcencs, pride, and. inbumanity. And are 
not ! we intoxicated with the ſucceſs ah 
which we have been ble Med Pride and am 
bition univerſally prevailing, vaſt aan 
forgetting their high obligations to provi- 
dence, for an indulgent government, at 
length plunged themſelves into the hor- 
rers of civil zwar. Under the grofſe/t delu- 
fron, they treated their benefactors with dif- 
- dain, and converted the greate good, into 
an occaſion of the greateſt evil. 

The blood of many a Britiſp hero: hath 
been lately ſpilt by Britiſb hands. Diſtance 
from the ſeat of empire, and greater diſtance 
of their hearts from God, perverted them, 
and turned their minds from a ſenſe of duty. 
and obedience : Me feel the ſad conſequences! 
Heaven grant they may become ſenſible of 
their error, and return to God; and that we 

may all. underſtand what belongs to our duty 
as chr ſlians, ſubjetts and friends 10 mankind, 


and perform it as we ought! 
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L. 267: S 
Unbounded 4 thanks, and the moſt grateful 
praiſe, are the leaft offerings we can bring to 
the altars of mercy, for the ſalutary reſtraints we 
enjoy, and the prevention of the violence we 
have often ſuffered, even within the 8 
daries of our chalky cliſts. ES 
So far are we, at home, the 8 of 
providence, | our inſular ſituation ſecures us 
from many ſuch hoſtile invaſions, as the 
nations on the continent are continually ex- 
poſed to. In-general, an opinion of ſecurity 
often proves man's greateſt enemy; as to ceaſe 
to be on his guard, is to be andone. The evil 
ſpirit which prevails in us, has in every ſt 
of our hiſtory, furniſhed the ſtrongeſt rea- 
ſons for checking all fond preſumption in 
our ſecurity, 

How many ruin their ai Jodi es, and 
gates! Many commit crimes which bring 
them to the gallows : others, unable to bear 
their own reflections on their wickedneſs, 
hang themſelves, What deſcriptions of hor- 
ror do we often read! But to apply theſe re- 
marks to our immediate ſubje&, do you ob- 
ſerve in general, that thoſe who frequent 
the altars of Chri/? are proud, vicious, or aban- 
cuned f 
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of it. Penetrated with conviction- of the; 
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- Fetus change the dreadful ſeene; «and. kb. ; 

bold the Ci iſtian, who will not ſay what, he 

does not bil ieve to be true; nor do any vil, 
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in the preſumption that good may come out 


great truths of his religion, though threaten» 
ed to be ſwallowed up, by the raging bil- 


lows of adverſity ; or failing with a .proſper-- 


ous gale ; he pleaſes himſelf with this tranſ- 


porting reflection. O virtue, I was early taught . 


ta pay tbee bomage as: | a. ſubſtance, © and. I 
find thin art 4 ſubſtantial, good. The neartr 
i approath . thy beauty, the more exalted i 12; 


ny ſoul 1 De clearer view 1 take © 


charms, the flronger is the light. which. 2 
around me! Thou leade ft me into the gre 
truths of my religion; and teacheſt me haw _ / 
ſuperior my ſoul is ta my body; and that death i 165 
ouly a tranſit to another ſlate, in which I may ble. 
happy for ever! Though my paſſions and appe- 
tites, and the evil ' ſpirit which reigns in me, ſelleit 
my wandering from thy paths O Cod, I feel in 
"myſelf a prinei ple, which by thy gracious and pre« 
wailing influence, keeps me in aue Thou O 


Chriſt haſt the words of eternal life ! Both 


reaſon and faith, bid me ſeek for. een 
till urging me to maintain my ground, an 


manfully contend = the prize Yf. my high cal 
ling. 
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lig in « Chr 5, as my only true interg of aid, ever- 
| lofting good! 125 

Such is the mighty A e Pa- 
ganiſm and znfidelity, both which I vicw in 
the ſame point of light, the effect being the 
ſame, and the Chri i/tian hope. Can you. who 
profeſs a' belief in the Saviour of the world, 


forbear proclaiming, with the loudeſt ap- 
plauſe, who is the objef exalted, and will be 
exalted, when men return to their native duft ! 


„ 


If you would live joyful, in ſpite of your 


paſſions, and the darkneſs of the grave, live 
in the conſtant recblleQion, that although 


it is moſt certain, . worms will deſtroy your | 


body, yet in Jour fleſh you will behold 'h ga- 
ries of the eternal God * By his power, of 
which we can form no adequate idea, this 
work will be accompliſhed. You are ſen- 
ſible of the truth, thoꝰ the manner is is incom- 
prehenſible, how your body and ſoul. will be 
reunited : and that after your body is become 


= uſt, and ſcattered among all the elements, your | 


eyes will behold your almighty" creator, 
Is it not your buſineſs, and your honour, in 

this your ſtate of trial, to expreſs his praiſes 

with underſtanding, who is. the ſovereign 


Lord 


— 


1 270 1 
Lord of the univerſe, from whom you. * : 
Tived your being, and on whom you. depend 
for your happineſs in both worlds? , 

Vou are aftoniſbed when you 1 think of theſe 
things! ! Are you not confounded at the conſei- 
ouſneſs of your carele efſneſs with reſpect to the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed part of the worſhip of 
this mighty, Redeemer, diſpl ayed i in the Supper 
of our Lord? — Shrink back with ſhame 
and berror ! — Make haſte and amend, left 
you be caſt down with fear, and overwhelmed 
with forraws, Scek with anxious love,,and i im- 
plore with ** Pie, the God of” your 


that through, the tranſit of morwlity; you 
may paſs. into the. regions of immortal. bliſs, 

and not be ſhut out of the gates of mercy! | 

In the gomprehenſive hiſtory of the life of 
man, you will always; find: his hopes of happi- 4 
neſs depend on the diſcharge of his duty to 
his God: and that diſobedience will as cer- 
tainly render his ſtate miſerable !—Repent of. 
your negligence! Ny to the. Supper of our 
Lord ; or be aſſured, whether you believe. him, 
77 believe him not, you are undone.! | 
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nie wit en anxious ſolicitude;” 
and ſend up earneit prayers for yourhap-" 


? b 
f d * , 


pineſs; but moſt of all, that you may guard 
your | ſoul: from harm. This is not pof- 
ſible to be done, if you continue to neglect | 
the ſupper of our Lord. If you believe in 


God, and in Jeſus Chrift his Son, you believe, 
I preſume, in the records of your faith con- 
tained in the New Te/lament. If then yon 
will act with any conſiſtency, you muſt read 
the boek on which you found your faith.” If 


you are not convinced of the indifpenſible 


duty of worſhipping Chriſt at his' altars, 


celebrating his death, and the end and deſign 


of it, you read to our own condemnation. 
It by no means belongs to us of ſecular 


employments, and without learning, to 
launch our poor veſſels into the ocean of 


abſtruſe doctrines, on which ſo many have 
_ forſaken 
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e OT 1161 
roriuktn their compaſs; and, bewildards! 8 
on the rocks of preſumption, and loſt the rich 
prize of their high calling, and themſelves 
alſo. From the baneful influence of reaſoning 
pride, ſometimes denominated falſe philoſo-- 
phy, aroſe the crime of the fallen angels. 
To underſtand God © to perfeQion” is to be 
as God. To attempt to comprehend things 
incomprehenſible, is wicked as well as vain. 
Experience proves that ſuch attempts are 

ſubverſive of That humility which . conſti- 
tutes the very eſſence of dependant creatures, 
and have been in all ages attended with 
the curſe of infidelity. | Arrogant pretences, 
above the level of mortal man, are both 
the parents and offipring, the cauſe and cal 
of diſbelief of revealed religion. Man is 
wonderful work of God, and cannot in- 
veſtigate himſelf. He may indeed become 
fool enough to doubt of his own exiſtence; 
but ſo far from finding out God to per fectian, 

we | behold ſome mad enough to daubt if 
there be any God ! FR 
If you are wiſe, read the writings. of 22 
ſes and the Prophets, the Apoſtles and Evan- 
gelits; read with candour and attention, and 
you 


181 


you will as cafly diſcover that the A. lab 
came into the world; as that it was, in the 
fulneſs of time, e to the divine wiſ- 


dom, to inſtruct mankind, and put them 
in the ways of ſalvation. Read, I ſay, with 


an honeſt, diligent, and upright. mind; and 
conſider the matter as an object of the high- 


eſt moment to you. Reflect on the great ſu- 


periority of the reli igion you profeſs, and hold 
it dearer to you, than the Au of your qe, or 


even the bead of Fun ene e ite 


In the application of your knowledge of 


the ſeriptures, to the ſacrament of our Lords 


Supper, you ſhould conſider: man; in the or- 
der of Beings, as compounded of ody and 
ſeul. Both theſe neceſſarily having their ob- 
ject, in both it is our bounden duty to Wor- 
ſhip the author of nature, not only in his 
great temple, under the canopy of the hea- 
bens, but more particularlyiat-hisaltars, in 


remembrance of our creation and' redemption : 
and above all for the celeſtial ſacriſice m ade 


for the ſins of the world ! fin) t nf ee 
Vou muſt be ſenſible, of the duty of reflet- 
ing on this matter, as of high importance to 
your eternal ſtate; and that bread and æbine, 
As: taken 
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taken a as ſymbols or repreſentatives of 7 "the FY 
10 be remembered 45 naturall y wi the mind, 
as in their fub antial form they are ele. 


fary to the body, Purifying and preſerving, n not 


 vitiating the properties or faculties of either, 
* Wint" conſidered as a cordial © maketh 


lad the heart of man, and Bread giveth him 


50 tn.“ So with regard to his ſpiritua ne 


ky theſe elements being conſecrated. to t 
holy end propoſed, they exalt his ſoul. By 


the laws of the great Creator, the mind muſeth 


on many things : but it is not required to 
mlife on any thing fo much, as the duty « of 
offering this ſacrifice. 

2 out was early taught dai bread and wine 
are the outward and wif ble ſign, leadir.g to a 
ſublime, inward, and ſpiritual ' fignification and 
grace. You will now receive a deeper ſenſe, 
of its being the incenſe which we Chr: ftians, 
by a ſtrict injunction of our bleſſed Lord and 
maſter, are bound to offer at his altars; the 


purity of ſuck incenſe being in the degree, as 


the mind is ſubdued to a juſt ſenſe of the 
diy, kind importance of the ſacrifice. . 


Delay 


A. 


L 4 
Delay not to collect your{ ſcattered thoughts, 
and devote them to the celebration of the ſa- 

crament of the body and blood of Chriſt, 
which in a figurative ſenſe are ſet before you. 
The reaſon of his death; and the Praiſe and 
gratitude, you are ſo infinitely. bound to 
expreſs, will preſent themſelyes to your 
thoughts: they will plead for the utmoſt 
of your attention, as preparative, to That 
ſcene, in which ere long you muſt appear 
and J hope join in the ſeraphic | harmony of 
angels! r 
The celebration of this ſacrament, Wing 
the higheſt act of the chr. i/tian devotion, you are 
not ignorant, that it is often adminiſtered to 
thoſe who are arrived at the verge of eterni- 
ty; and much conſolation doth it frequently 
afford, in the laſt moments, when the ſoul 
hangs quivering on a point, ready to. take 
its departure! But in That dreadful inter- 
val, will it avail to thoſe who have ſpent their 
lives in /dleneſs, and the neglect of this duty ? 
The moſt tranſcient thought of our condition 
will convince us, that we ought continually, 
and without ceaſing, as occaſions preſent them- 
ſelves, to offer up our ſouls at the altars of our 
” + 2 great 
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OY 10 0 at the tprone of heaven; in 
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uo Wee attention't6' this ſacrifice is the moſt 
ae atk sf") Wee gl us to God, 
1 25 bh tn *the | purification - Of 1 pfebibos | 
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* SOAP EY alt deſcription; Tt! recofi- 
| eder us allo to that diffolution, to which; al. 
b 'tho*"fo"Menrial to our \frame"and-Conffith- 
Boo ind the eternal and immutable aws 
of heaven, we are generally very repugnant: 
: but as this takes our che ne ling of in 
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e precarious, and interwoven with, great mi- 

g kery. HY AIDE, SL Ni oer 8 1 

. ' Try the Widrnmewe i an -uprightijhd, 

: and you will find, that nothing can quicken 

your deſires ſo much, after the happineſs of 

the bleſſed, as this ſublime expreſſion of the 
che iftian wor ſhip 1 Read the devotional part 

of the communion ſervice, with a pious 
heart, and I ſhall hope to hear you declare 


K Jour opinion in . 77 * ſentiments.” © Vis 
5 | The 


Lap 1 


me hasever ap- 
peared in the brighteſt point of yiew, in the 
perſons, of men, under; the. Fee per- 
ſecution, for rightequſneſs fates 86 me good | 
heathens, having their minds poſſeſl ed Wy . 
belief of the immortality of the foul, 
ed down on this mortal ſtate as, a jbng ot 77 | 
little moment to them. One of f their Pphilo- 
ſophers being condemned for. maintaining 
his principles, calmly ſaid to his judges. You 
alſo are under ſentence © you are now going to 
follow the common affairs of life, I am going to 
death ; which ef us is in the beſt condition the gods 
can only tell, but no mortal man. 
Now conſider what a Chriſtian, equally, wilt 
with this heathen, might, in the ſame circum- 
ſtances have ſaid. To die for the fake of. 
Chriſt is to live! I know, that my Redeemer 
roſe from the dead: He is now ſeated at the right. 
hand of God, making interceſſion to eternal juſ- 
tice, for the ſalvation of repentant ſinners and. 
1 truſt he will receive me into the arms of his 
mercy. Unworthy as I am, I have worſhipped 
at his holy altar, with a willing mind ; and now 
I fly to him far ſuccour, From a wicked and 75 
grateful world, which hunteth after my li ife. 
Aa 3 35 B 
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Chrif, then Sen of 'the living: God, forgive a 
offences —and receive my ſpirit $6.7. v1 11 


Me! live i in an age in which the goſpel of ; 
Chr: 1/4. 1 ſhines upon us, in all the glory of its 


meridian brightneſs. We now, That which 


the beſt men, among the antient heathens, 
FITEft 

nly , img nel, might be true. The great 
Apoſtle longed f for his diſſolution, that he might 


be with his Lord and maſter, in whom alone 
18 fullneſs of ; ey: but amidſt his hopes and 
his ſorrows, he chearfully ſubmitted to live on 


corth, as long as it ſhould. pleaſe the ” 


mighty Lord, and the giver of his life. 
he progreſs of time is ſet before our Sei 
Every object around us, Birds, and beafts, and 
creeping things, and even walls of marble, re- 
mind us of the decay of our poor tenementi 


| Todo we bloſſom, and to-morrow the fruit of 


life 1 is plucked ! We daily behold ourſelves 


1 growing ripe for death, as wheat for the fickle at 


its proper ſeaſon. Conſider for what mighty 
ends things are ſo ordered, by the great Maker 

and Governor of the world! . 
If you attend to the moral excellency of 
your nature, and feed on the fruits of faith, 
by gradations you will diſcover reſe ablances 
on earth, of things in heaven. Worſhip 2 at 
| 2 & 
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vital heat and alpixing ſpirit hie animates 
your frame were given y the hand of C od! 
From AR we 18930 Ince to Ic. 155 = 
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| tual world. There 18 25 c 1Max, or P! rogreſ- 


five purity, from matter to 7 ; from ſenſe 
to reaſon; from! reaſon to faitb; from m 7 21 to 
heaven 1 Without indulging any ent uliaftic 
conceit; it is moſt obvious that the loweſt 


ſtep of faith, is above the reſearches of all nar 


tural or experimental philoſophy, though it re- 


quires no greater powers than common ſenſe, 
and integrity of heart, with a decent degree | 
of knowlege of the ſcripture, eating of That 
bread, and drinking of That cup, which 
nouriſhes the ſoul of man unto life eternal mw” 
This commemorative ſacrifice is offered up 
to heaven, as the pious effuſion of the heart, 
in praiſe and gratitude to God, for the won- 
derful deliverance of mankind from fin and 


eternal death ! Can you conceive any high- 


er act, or any higher motive to a human 
action? 


By 


'6 488: J; 83535 
By this dug 3 of the immaculate. 
mittyinl body of the Saviour of mankind, which 
was broken on the croſs,” and from which his 
blood ſtreamed, we derive this invaluable 
advantage. If you conſider the ſimplicity, pu- 
rity, and ſignificancy of this divine inſtitu- 
tion, compared to the murderous incenſe of 
the blood of infunts or adulis, among ſeme 
of the heatbenc; or the monſtrous i impurities 
for which others were diſtinguiſhed; or the 
hecatombs of beaſts, according to the Fewiſh 
rites, the ſoul becomes enraptured with love 
of the heavenly purity, the exalted wiſtlom, 
and the tender mercy fo ee N 
in the chri/tian ſacrifice! | 
What are the thoughts of man, Gabe 
with infinite wiſdom ? Could any thing be de- 
viſed by us ſo eaſy to perform? Could any 
thing be more ſigni ficatiue; more pure and 
expreſſive, as coming from a man, comme- 
morative of man, compounded of body and 
foul? But this man, the expreſs image of God, 
being perfect God, as well as perfect man, 
He only, and alone in his human nature, 
could ſuffer for the ſins of the world. Here 
let us reſt ! “Let us not preſume to ſcan 


the wiſdom of + God, in this amazing diſ- 
penſation | 


** 
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diſpenſation | [ We believen that;,Chrif, now i 
reigns as ſovereign Lord, making interceſſion. 
for us, at the throne ofithe out /igþr ems incom 

prehenſible Od U. Jh e „om hole 
buch is the-gootineG;and juſlice, the mers; 
cy and wiſdom of the Almighty, ſo evidentiy 
diſplayed in the inſtitution of this cbri Alan 
ſacrifice, » Happy might it have been fon the, 
chrijtian world, if the learned and vain, the 
arrogent and viſſnury, would have ſtopt at 
this point. And thrice happy will it be for 
you, and the: great majority of this land, if 
you will ceaſe to abuſe your liberty af. thought and 7 
religious toleration ; and ſuffer it not to be⸗ 
come the parent of abominable neglig gence, N 
fooliſhly. miſconſtruing St. Paul's Epiſtle to 
the Cofunthians / Then will you all come, 
with an humble and a joyful mind, to cele- 
brate the Supper of our Lordi 

For your own part, my: friand, if you. haye 
not loſt all ſenſe; of candour and piety, he 
no longer a dupe to falſe fears: ceaſe to de- 
ceive yourſelf How can you, be ſo ſtupid - 
as to imagine your omiſſion ĩs not a groſs 
offence ? This chriftian ſacrifice, is a poſitive 
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t is e to keep you in awe not 6 
* . your Maker, but engage his paternal 
eare and affection, his celgſial love, and 
conſtant ſpiritual intercourſe. It is not only 


à concomitant of prayer, but a peculiar ne- 


morial of the death of ' Chrifl ; and not leſs 
of his interceſſion for us, at the throne, of 
mercy. It is by duly obſerving, his ordi- 
nances, that we may, and at length do really 
find the true path of life, and Journey on 
ſafely to the regions of eternal joy! 

It is preſumed to be in alluſion to this hea 
venly banquet, the prophet, many hundred 
years before Chrifl, ſays, & the meek ſhall 
eat, ns; be. ſatisfied, they ſhall praiſe the 
Lord that ſeek him; your hearts ſhall live for 


eder! The learned make this conſtruction. 


(a) * A ſpiritual banquet is prepared in the. 
church, for the nieek and lowly of heart ; s 
the bread of life and the wine of ſolvation, are - 


' ſet forth in the word and ſacrament ; and 


they that hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
EN ſhall be Nd E they who 
#1 (TE > $2! „ | | feb 


ii 


(a) Dr. Horne 8 Commentaries. on the Pſalms, 
a work of ſuch: excellency, no Chriftian,. who has 
money and leiſure, ſhoule be without it. 


19 EY +: 15 
PA the "Fob Fe efus in his 4 . 
find reaſon to praiſe him. While nouriſh- 
ed by theſe noble. viands, they live the life, 
and work the works of grace, proceeding ſtill 
forward to glory; when their Beam ſhall live 
for ever in heaven.” Sod oak 0 
The precepts. of Chr i/tianity are; ſpiritual, 
ſublime, and Full of joy, yet of ſo,model, decent, 
humble, and pure a nature, the ſimplicity of @ 
child is the beſt qualification for the retep- 
tion and ober vance of them. And I appeal to 
your own heart, with regard to the inflitution. 
of the Supper of our Lord, if any thing can be 
more /imple or eaſy to underſtand, than this 
command of Chriſt, to break. bread and drink 
wine, in a certain ſolemn manner, dul y diſ- 
cerning his body and blood commemorative- 
ly diſplayed in theſe elements? It is an inſti- 
tution calculated to remind us of That, 
which, according to the common under- 
PICS of men, muſt neceſſarily be ag 
with a ſuitable piety, and obediencde. 
It is alſo obvious, that as life, which: we 
hold ſo dear, is ſupported, our bodies being 
nouriſhed: by wholeſome” aliment, our fouls | 
are alſo fed; or er nouriſhed, by the 
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thou ghts which the eccaſſon naturally nia, 
of offering. up our lives, that is, our ſouls 
and bodies, in praiſe and thankſgiving to 
the God of life, and Lord of all, How eaſy is it 
for the honeſt of heart, ſuſceptible of piety, 
as the ſoul of man naturally is, to reliſh the 
ſublime and ſpiritual part of this facrifice, 
had it been commanded to be performed in 
ſpirit only, and without any outward or 
viſible ſign. But to judge, from what we 
daily ſee of ſpiritual exerciſes, in proceſs 
of time would this alone have operated on 
the generality | It would probably have been 
loſt. And can any one pretend to ſay, he is 
not afſ;/ted by the outward viſible and mate- | 
rial ſign, as objects of his ſenſes? Or is 
any one bold enough to aſſert that ſuch ſign 
is not commanded? Doth not the argument ö 
then ſtrike the mind irreſiſtibly, on the prin- 
ciple of obedience to the command, as well as } 
the fitneſs of it ? 7 
The act of receiving this ſacrament agree- | 
ably to the inſtitution, implies a ſincere and 
willing mind: it is a proof of obedience: we | 
obey the dying commands of our Lord and Maſter; | 
and in remembering his death, endeayour to 
1 85 | Sur) 


(51. 


bury our fins" in che grave of vpn, and 
riſe again to holineſs bf life, as à preparatory to 
that tremendous ſcene, in which We are born 
to appear. We muſt be happy, et 96s yo 
miſerable, i in a life to come! 
Figurative modes of expreſion are ſhin 
uſed to convey the meaning in ſtronger terms. 
When we ſpeak of the things of a life to 
come, we are generally conftrained to uſe 
figures: but he who doth not comprehend this 
| command, were a thouſand volumes written 
for his ſervice, they would gt avail? „ 
this in remembrance of me. How ſhall we 
conſtrue it? If yon have any reverence. for 
my memory, any gratitude for the important ſer- 
vices I have done you. any love for me, who 
loved you even unto death —=Do this in remem- 
brance of me!, If you have any ſenſe of fear M4 
puniſhment hereafter, for diſobedience of my righ — 
tecus laws ; let the ſame motive prevail. — Ds 
This in a of me ! Ts your heart ſo 
perverted that yon do not perceive, you muſt obey 
or periſb everlaſtingly? Such are the decrees -& 
heaven ) Therefore, as you hope to be ſaved, or 
fear to be damned, obey, and do this in remem- 
brance of me. I not only command, but intreat 
you, by the love you ought to cherifh fer your Ma- 
| B b ker, 
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ter, your Friend, your Father, a your „ God 
baniſh from your heart all falſe fears, and impi- 
OUS diſtruſis of the mercies of God=—and do this 
in remembrance of me !— Ponder this thing in 
your heart as the means of grace and the hope of 
glory Be not leſs aſſured that you cannot give 
a ſtronger token of \ a wilful act of negli- 
gence, or a more evincing prof of. a faolifh, 
Subborn, and perverſe at iſpoſition, than That of 


declining to accept my invitation to the celebration 
of my lad Supper.— And woe to thoſe who * 
thus invited will not come / , 1 
Is not this the plain common ſenſe of the | 
matter, as related in your mother tongue? 
What will your evaſions avail ? If you 
look into your New Te/tament, even in a cur- 
ſory manner, you will find. it to be even 
ſo. You will ſee this to be the tenor and 
meaning of the words of Chriſt, repeated 
and explained by his Apoſtles and Evange- 
liſts. You will be reduced to the neceflity 
of obedience, or throw away your New Te/la- |} 
ment, and commence heathen ; or, what is Wil 
much the ſame, in regard to Chri/lianity, be- 
come a contemner of the faith, though it s Wil 
built on the records of the word of God 1 
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eo | 1 . 3 

ö 5 y OU fee how the world is conſtituted ; 

F and that nothing in it can poſſibly be of 

N my moment, compared to the promiſes of 

5 Chriſtianity. Think continually of the Sup- 
| per of our Lord as a neceſſary duty; a remem- | 


brance of the great love of a friend and bene 

factor; a ſpiritual ſacrifice ; a means of grace; 

an expreſſion of humiliation of ſoul ; an ac- 

ceptable offering of love, duty, and obedience 

to the great Lord of nature; a preparation for 

a life after death ! If he is the author of your - 


: being: if he is the preſerver of it: if be is 
B the rewarder of the virtuous: if in his hands ) f 
| : are the iſſues of life : if eternal life, andeter- 


nal death, are at his command, tremble and 
obey! Theſe are the true objects of your 
conſtant remembrance, till the return of N 
Cbriſt in the glory of the Sovereign of the 
univerſe And laſtly conſider the day of your 
death will be to yourſelf, as the day of the 
coming of Chrift! : | 
„ Man 


"gp 5 [ 288 N. ] | | ; 3 2 | . | 
© © "Man conſcious of offences againſt his God, 


who he apprehends takes cognizance of his 
actions, muſt be anxicus to appeaſe him; 
and he will naturally employ the means 
which he has been taught will be effectual to 
That end. What have you done in the ſe. 

" veral years of your life paſt, to any ſuch pur- 
poſe — Your New Teſtament teaches you |} 
what to do. Have you obſerved its con- 
tents with deliberate care and faith? Does 
your conduct correſpond with the common 
notion and ſenſe of mankind in regard to 
ſelf-preſervation ? In a word, do you wor- 
ſhip the Saviour of mankind at his altars?. 

No: You acknowledge that you do not: 
and you muſt acknowledge too, that he has 
commanded you to do it. What ſentence 
then do you expect will. be paſſed againſt 
you, if you perſiſt in ſuch diſobedience ? + 

Notwithſtanding the religious: cuſtoms of 
Jews and Gentiles, and of all nations before 


Chriſt, there is now ſcarce one H | 
erciſes any rite as a ſacrifice. or atone- | 
ment for ſin. The pompous ſacrifices and 


burnt offerings of the Jews are dropt into 
oblivion, | 


149 1 , 
oblivion, as interdifted by a peculiar decree | 


of providence. 

Many traces of Chri 7 3 may be 
followed i in various parts of the earth, where 
Chriſtianity is not eſtabliſhed ;- but where the 
notice of it hath extended, it is remarkable 


that the Chriſtian ſacrifice is the only one 
remaining. Chrift by the great offering of 


himſelf for the ſins of the whole world, was 


a full, perfect oblation, and ſufficient ſatisfac- 
tion, at the altar of the great author of na- 
ture. He requires no other incenſe, than this 


memorial, with obedience ta his commands. But 
this he requires : he requires it under the ſe- 
vereſt penalty; by declaring his indignation | 
againſt their ingratitude, who forſake his 
altars. 5 

Vou read of the zeal and 3 care 
of the Iſraelites, under every circumſtance, 


and in all fortunes, as far as it was poſſible 
| for them, with reſpect to the incenſe which 


they offered to the great ruler of the world, 
whoſe peculiar people they were. But it is 
beyond all contradiction evident, that their 
incenſe was only typical of a ſublimer ſacrifice; 
and that wwe now enjoy the thing ſignified, 
the ſubſtantial eſſence of the great immacu- 
| B 1 late 


tat 
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=_ | . offering made for the fins of man- 
A 3 2 ind. 5 5 
1 2 Be what does the Saviour of the world 
require, as component parts of this Chriftian 
—_ . facrifice ? Is it not a contrite heart ? Is it not 
=. <p 5 in the firſt inſtance; & do this in 
1 remembrance of me? How this mandate 
: hath been perverted by papiſis, even to the de- 
Ty er idolatry, and injuriouſly to the cauſe of 
. eee is a melancholy conſideration. | 
"i 44 8 The Anglican church hath. wiſely guarded 
As againſt 501) extremes: idolatry in worſhip- 
_ ping the elements, and a preſumptuous con- 
duct, that might prevent our diſcerning the 
3 Lord's body, ſpiritualiy received. But whether 
5 £44 5 | the deluſive notions of an ignorant papift, 
= be ſo offenſive to the great founder of our 
| religion, as ſuch negligence as yours, which 
. prevails ſo much amongſt us, is à queſtion 
beyond my reach, A miſtaken piety among 
the ignorant, may be more pardonable, than 
the total neglect of a pious duty to thoſe who 
are informed. This being a command, eſſen- 
tial to your belief in the Meſſiah; nothing can 
give a ſtronger proof, that your heart zs not 
contrite, than your neglect of it. Can you 
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de obedient, yet treat this e het as 4 
a divine poſitive inſtitution, but as 4 It were 2 * 
matter of capricious choice? 13 
There is hardly a fool, who is wicked 
enough to ſay, the breach of the commandments _ 
cannot be offenſive to God, But in reſpect to 
the ſacrament of our Lord's Supper, are you, 
doing what Chrift has required of you to do ?  _ 
If you are not, you are e bre 150 com- * yp 2 
 mandment. « a „„ 
The plea, that you may offend by ne the”; 
becauſe you may afterwards ſin, will do juſt 4 
as well for the commandments delivered to 
Moſes, and for every moral virtue, that ever 
did, or ever can exiſt in the human heart; 
and you may diſeharge yourſelf of all celiat- | 
ous obligations, and commence. ſavage ; for ; of 
« what man is there that liveth, and ſinneth 3 
not,” from ſome cauſe or other? The more | 
watchful we” are, the leſs we offend ! The 9 
duty in queſtion is an abſolute command : if — 
you will not obey it, every, neglect of an op- 
portunity of obedience, adds fin to ſin. 
What will be the fum at laſt : fa 7755 12 
You acknowledge there is but one in- 1 
tex. eſſor with the great Lord and Father of © | 
we 8 mankind: 


e 


8 8 C 292 1 „ 
== 3 you refer yourſelf to his mercy 
_ get diſibe him: you pray to Chrift that he 
N a near intercede for the pardon of your ſins, 
ut will not uſe the means be hath appointed. 
Doth not common ſenſe revolt againſt a con- 
duct, which in ordinary life we ſhould call 85 
ingratitude, iniuſtice, and inſolence . 
Fou alſo acknowledge that there is but 
one name under heaven, in which mankind 
enjoying the light of the goſpel can be ſaved. 
You enjoy That light: and will you hide 
yourſelf under the ſhadow of darkneſs = 
| Darknefs and miſery will be your reward! 
Are you not amazed at yourſelf, that the 
principle of /elf love, implanted: ſo deep in 
your nature, ſhould not compel you, as a be- 
liever in Chriſi, to remember him by this ſo- 
lemn act of devotion which he requires? 
Tell me, I beſeech you, can any thing be re- 
required, in ſtronger, clearer, and more 
explicit terms, than we find it declared by 
the oracles of God, that He who eateth nat 
of That bread, and drinketh not of That cup,” as 
2 e of belief in Chr. ft, and obedience to his 
„ © ſhall have no part in him? Doth not 
15 2. that he who rejecteth this ordi- 


. and diyine command, ſhall be himſelf 
rejected 


1 | 951. 4% Hm 
rej jected from partaking of the glorious IF 5 


miſes of the goſpel; and will conſequently : 
be baniſhed to the regions of unutterable 5 


ſorrow ? 

Conſider the n of the FO Ye ahi : 
the 5% of reaſons, which are armed againſt _ 
you. Be aſſured» that this ſacrifice, ſo far 
from being a light matter, is the moſt im- 
portant object of four life ! For however you 
may derive an imaginary ſafety from the ex- 
ample of thoſe who are as Hooliſß and wicked 
as yourſelf, the reaſon of your not partaking 
of the benefit offered to you by the Saviour 
of mankind, is, in truth, nothing more nor 
kſs than this: — you are not inclined to pay ho- 


nour and obedience io the Iaws of Chriſt. As a 


proof of what I am ſaying, I appeal to your 
own heart, as well as the invariable practice 


of all Chriftians, who being in earneft with 
regard to their religion, their conduct is the 


reverſe of yours. 
Vou are not aware, that whilſt 5 you may 


juſtly condemn ſome, as cheriſhing an en- 
thuſiaſtic ſpirit, you are guilty of a Mind 


and ſuperſtitious fear, with the additional ſin 
of withholding from God the adoration ſo. 
; _» *, 3. pay” 


. r 10 Js 
A — =A 2 
_— * 


Fo! 
E 
i 
* 
1 
' 
ta 
* 
1. 
= 
1 
WY 
_— 
1 
E 
1 
1 
54 
1 . 
13 
133 
Ly 
13 
>. 
17 
i 
. 
* 
408 
uw. 
355 
1 
FY 
Py. 
3 
1 
1 4 
448] 
E 
. 4 
= 
» 

* 
1 
5 2 

=! 2 
* 
FR 
= 8 
N 
= 
"2 
& 1 
"9 
= 
. 
i 
A 
© 
be 
bo 
2 
A 
FI 
1 . 
_ 
434 
"IM 
15 
by 
130 
. 
* 
is *. 
F- 
1 
+ Half 
1 
. 
1 
1 
ba 7 
| 
* 
* 
11 
386 
E 
'D — 
F. 
1 
% 
. 
N 
'8: 1 
ail 
” 
„ 
1 
by 
a 
0 
) 
124 
12 
. 
4, 
4 
FL 
4 
1 
46 
bis 
Ta 
*7\ 
1 
4 
9 
? 
4 
: 
N 
l 
* 
5 
* 
45 
K 
#* 
1H 
$ 


. 
. IR. dint EA 
— — — — 

1 


AS * 
— — yo - I oF ng rt L 
e e 2 2 
— — 1 IL % ol 


* 
3 —— * . 7 — * 
— ph r ot — 
— . — — 


— 


[294 ]- 


-# | fnitely due to him, under a 1 


. Pretence, that you mean to honowr him. 

That is to ſay, you will not worſhip him, i inthis 
"way, leſt through the imper fectian of your na- 

ture you ſhould afterwards fend him. Thus 
Jou conjure up doubts, injurious to his attri- 
butes of juice, wiſdom, and mercy; and then 
| throw yourſeIfon his ju/tice, wiſdom, and mer- 
cy. What is this but a wittedAbſurdity, a can- 
tradiction, a groſs offence againſt common ſenſe ? 
Can there be an inſtance of groſſer infatua- 
tin? O fooliſh man ] . Dath not the omniſcient 
knew of what thou art compoſed ? Doth nat thy 

conſcience reproach thee for flying from the table 
of our Lord ? Thou defireft to have the wounds * 
of thy foul healed ; yet thou rejefteft the re- 
| metly : Is not thy conduct as if thou fought: 
everloſiing perdition ?—T hou believeft, or thou 
believe not : Art thou, with the majority, be- 

come an infidel, or an inſane Per fon ? Inarel- 
ęious view, and this is the view in queſtion, one 
or the other it muſt be. If thy madneſs is in 
thine heart, and not in thine head, it is but ano- 

ther name for a crying iniquity : and woe to thee 
if thou perfifteſt in the indulgence of it! Rea- 


= for a moment : the native n of your 
7 80 bear | 
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heart will compel you to confeſs your crime: . 4x 
will ſee your folly ; and ] hope return to your com- I | 


paſſionate Lord and maſter ! 


It is not to be preſumed of the be/? f us, 

| that we can go to the table of our Lord, but as 
our hearts are humbled to the duſt, in ſorrowful . 
reflexions on ſins and infirmities paſt ; rather 


aſcribing infirmity to ſin, than ſin to infirmity ; 
yet with a due portion of commiſſeration for 
ourlelves ; for ſome are faulty in their judg- 
ment, and from thence become melancholy or 


careleſs, But i in conſidering the paſt, if we 


take no reſolution of watchfulneſs for the 


| future, is it not ſhaking hands with perdition, 


or giving up ourſel ves as 4%? 


Can I too often repeat this argument? 


You fear leſt you ſhould offend the more, 
even by worſhipping Chriſt, as he has com- 
manded ; Are you not in the actual commiſſion 
of the greate/? offence by omitting to wor- 
ſhip him in this ſacrifice? Will you, as a 
inner, try to avoid all forrow for ſin? With- 
out ſorrow, what is your notion of repen- 


tance? What kind of repentance is to be ex- 


N Not ſurely ſuch repentance as 
ſhall 


N A4 


> rowful for ſin, performs a part of the work 


"Dan be 8 into joy: but he wot is fir | 


wu q 
- 


of repentance. It is to be preſumed that he 


who thus repenteth, will generally amend : 


And what is amendment, but obedience, though | 
it ſhould be imperfect, Perſe obedience is 


not the attribute of man: but in the perſon of 


the Son of God, who took on himſelf the 
human nature, Perfect obedience was found, 
and in him only, i in whom per . is an UL 


ſential attribute. 


There are, and from * 1 of the 


ſoul, there muſt be, gradations in in, as in 


repentance for in. Such is the conſtitution of 
the heart of man! Obey and be comforted in 
this reflection, that the ſolemn act of piety 


required of you, will cheer your mind, as. 


well as exalt your ſpirit: it will fill your 
heart with hope ; and when your feet ſhall ſlip, 
you will not utterly fall. I tell you this, not 
only from the common ſenſe and experience 


of other men, but alſo from my own, which is 


large and extenſive. We beſt learn. of what 
materials the hearts of others are compound- 
ed, from contemplating our own, Whether 


our actions be virtuous or VICIOUS, we may 


form 


K 
e 


. * * r $2 A! 


FED > Tp 4 i * 
8 ” £30 "oi , 1 
* ' a 
24 K SES *. * 5 f 5 , 
3 I. . A * « 
a WIG W A d - 12 
1* ? E . 5 5 
* f . -\ , 


forma 5 concerning the ade or 


evil which is paſſing in other mens hearts. 
Baniſh your falſe and fooliſh fear e and your 
impious neglect I hope will follow. it. Be 
lieve me, my,friend, your obſervance pf this 
holy ordinance, this ſolemn command, which 


iſſued from the ſacred tongue of the Son of God, 


will be a ſubject of conſtant joy to you: it 


is a means of grace : it will nouriſtr your 
heart with *the balmy. comfort of hope; and 


under all the afflickions of your preſent life, 
cheer your ſoul, and preſerve it, for the en- 


joyment of 1. ife everlaſting . And what art 


 thuu, O' man, when thou panteſt fot after a hap- 


57 immortality Does he deſerwe the nam of a. 
MAN, who 1s ' contented to live and die like a 
beat ? What reproach is too keen for him, 
who in an indolent, ſtupid humour, neglect- 
eth the mighty "ſalvation which hath been 
wrought for him! ? It is high time for you, to 
meditate on your preſent condition, and future 
Hate; and beholding the aſtoniſhing love of 
God, ſhewn in the death of Chriſt, be no 
les diſobedient. Chrisi in his divine na- 
ture, as far as we can fathom this wonderful 
event, having accompliſhed the merciful de- 


at 501. = 
Giga af the great: Lord. of bee . | eart! 
aſcended into heaven, leading captive all. the 
powers of death and the grave What is it , 
you fear, under ſuch a leader ? 2 
bis glory, his power, and his mercy l 

V dear friend, if ſo great a good was done; 
by ſo great and good a perſen, i in which. Jou are 


fo deeply intereſted : if an evil of fo great a 


magnitude was thus prevented, and its dread- 
ful conſequences warded off; to decline” the 
eafy taſt, the pleaſing duty, of remembering him 
zy wwhom it was- done, is committing a violence 
on every moral ſentiment of the heart, Jour 
miſconduct being an high affront to the 
God kt =o you your exiſtence. © ho aa 


ts 


invites, carries with it the vilage of hell and 
deſtruction! It is inexpreffbly Horrible to 
think of After his doing ſo LANE for you, 


not to do /o little for him, were there n No pu- 
niſhment annexed, would give proof of unwor- | i 


W--..4 


thineſs and ingratitude not to be deſeribed.. 


| Under theſe circumſtances s might. he not thus 5 
expoſtulate? 7 fee you ſo reluttant to give 
me this little token of your thankfulnifs, eſs, homage, f 


and gratitude, excites my. bigh indignation: '0 
child 


—— 


72 FF. 200 * : 17 
child + Abbelen, 3 you who kave 2 ah hes 
clined th invitation given you, by my immediate 


ſervants, and turned yout back on + my altars, 
where have you fixed. the . boundaries 97 your in- 


T gratitude and iniquity. ? Wi Il you hear my call, 


or will you not Mill jou return to your duty 
and be happy? Or till you periſh under my diſ- 

pleaſure ? I would cheriſh you in my boſom,” asa 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings ; why 
do you fly from my mercy? Do you not read my 
pathetic acclamation? Contemplate what-T ſaid 
of the city of Jeruſalem. Then conſider, for' you 


may be caſh ly informed, in what a deplorable flate 
it now is, and was ſoon after the Fews rebelled 
againſt me. That imperial Salem, once the local 


favourite ſeat of the majeſty F heaven, which en- 
Joyed my glorious preſence, i is fallen! ¶ foretold the 
ruin of the Fewiſh nation ! See the diſpenſſonof that 
flubborn people ! Conſider your owii Subbornneſs, 
and fall at the foot of my altars. Conſider the hi- 
nous nature of your diſobetlience, and the cauſe 


22 want of firmneſs and refolution to obeymy 


righteous commands, Search your heart, and you 


will find out thi cauſe; and' tremble! There is 


no other why, far the << warfare of your life-th 
be accampliſhed, or your iniquity pardoned! 1"? 
Gp * the judgment that is to come, daher, my 


Ce TE glory 


1 l be OO / We Ss > Rl 
told of me, al. the defire of all” nalin, [ 
came And bebold I tell you Har me and _. 
| tremble Tull return n a refiner”s fire." And. 
the heavens and the earth ſhall tremble: at t thy pre- 
fence!  Purify yourſelf, that you' may male your 
offering to me in righteouſneſs ; and when my 
glory ſhall appear, you alſo ſhall appear before me 
as a fit olject of my meriy{\You have ſeen my light, 
why will you dwell in darkneſs, and live under the 
ſhadow. of eternal death? V ou know that your 
preſent life is exceeding Hort it 15 but a ſpan, . 
yet too long if you abuſe it thut. * 5 are ſenſible, | 
that with it ends all hope !-— Why will you cling 
ſo faſt and attach yourſelf 'fo ſtrongly to the things 
of this tranſient world] Conſider the infinite diſ. 
ference between things temporal, and things eter- 
nal! The nearer you are ſurrounded with ſen- 
ſible objedts, the more yau need the ſovereign f. 
eacy of my aſſiſtance. Behold! the world 227 : 
will paſs away ! And what could it avail, were 
you to gain the whole world, if you lo oft your foul? 
Are you nat as a pilgrim un earth, in your way 
t the heavenly manſions, to which you are born an 
Heir, — if you comply with the laws I have Na- 
liſhed for the government of my ſovereignty on 
earth © Hut f you bene 885 up to fleſply luft 


which 
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> MW ui wer Aar the | Gat, you "will be coff into 

[. WH miſery inutterable! "Think not that you can ſerve © 
4 C and Mammon i nor murmur at providmce | | 

d for any thing thut it withheld from you.” Let not 

* the diſan nfulnefs of the Wealthy, nor the _—_ 

* | tuous con of the Phd HfturByoer mind 

* They are ſummoned 1% ny judgme + ſeat 2 | 

le Poſſeſs yoilr foul in purity and peace, truſting to. 

| my promiſes," which can never fail Perform the 

e duty required,” of remembering me in the com- 2M 
4 memorative” ſacrifite* of © my* laſt ſupper ! _— 
. ny laws; and be "happy for ever! I have © 
= | promiſed, and Iwill perform J. —When'two'or © 

5 WH three are gathered: together in my name, in true 

1 Incerity of heart, I will be with them: I toi 

3 be their ſhepherd, and guide them through the 

* dreary paths of li e, with the merci tenderneſs. 

. 6 God, to the regions of immortal glory l Look . 
0 into the records of my life on tarth.. If the eyes 
if I of the blind were opened, and the ears of the deaf 

7 unſtopped by my hand; 1. at my voice, the lame 


man leaped as a hart; ; the tongue of the dumb did 
9 ng; 3 and the form Was lulled into a calm; the 


4 | ſame mercy 5 my attribute fer ever / But inffice, | 
1 eternal juſtice Fequires your obedience ; ; and your 


11 obedience only,” can\qualify you as a ſubjeft in my 

kingdom of everlaſting righteouſneſs Hear then 
u call i in this your day! Hear me, and ſave 
c Cc 3 your 


7 


your ſoul i / The Pos its. „ 1 aber. 
the. offers of. my. mercy will teaſe / 4 My blood a 
foilt for peu let it *. be re in vain! Tam 


”" ah 


rd“ Lam the 


the righteous, Sav 


life eternal H Tu te bey them, 


tion 'will be everlaſting miſery "Tx, * 1 WR N 


M oſt nervous, lender, and affeflionate are 
the numerous expoſtulations you may find in 
the prophets, as well as under the chriſtian. 
_ diſpenſation, It is now above ſeventeen bun- 
dred and thirty years, ſince the Redeemer of 
mankind left the earth, exalted in triumph 
into his kingdom in heaven, whither we 
pray to be exal ted, that by him, who liveth' ' 


and reigneth in union with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt, we may receive That everlaſt- 
ing crown of glory Wick is promiſed to bis 


faithful ſervants. 


In the courſe of theſe ſeventeen hundred 
and thirty years many predictions concerning l 


3 


4 


both Jets and Gentiles, together with the 


Chriſtian church, have been verißed. But | 


can there he any event to afford ground of. 


hope, that your negligence and ſuper litious fears 
will find favour 2 No : it cannot be, whilſt rea- 


i 


"oY 


v7 33 1 IC 
jo olds ber throng [Your | life. 4 as @ fon. 
in length; @ thouſand years to the Almighty, i: 
as one day. Why will you ſuffer the cuſtom, | 
of the world.jo make this ſan & foo s-paradiſe, 
by falſe, or. all grounded hope Fou are convinced 
that when our bleſſed Redeemer left the earth, 
he commanded you, though with the ſweetneſs 
of an amicable requeſt ; but he commanded you, ts 
remember him, and the numerous tokens he bad 
given you, of his exceeding great | love for yon 
and all the children of men, who ſhould be- 
lieve in his name. At the ſame time, he in- 
ſtituted a holy commemorative ſacriſice, as a 
perpetual expreſſion ; and a proof of the grati- 
| tude and obedience of mankind; it being of 
ſuch a nature, that while they perform this 
duty to him, they provide for the intereſt and 
preſervation, of their own ſouls . Conſider. 
but a moment, and you will diſcover ſuch ſub- 
lime wiſdom, and exalted mercy, 28 will enrap- 
ture your ſoul ! | 3 
In contemplating the divine character, and | 
life of the Maſſiab, the frequency of cele- 
brating the memorial of this great benefuctor 
will give frength and energy to your Faith; 
Pleaſure and ___ to your hope, ſocial affec- 
tion 


17 1 SY 
tion and tenderneſi to your charity; ; "ht Rur 
their united force „will Hue ſuch a fpring 

of ſweets, as will refreſh jour "ſpirit; calm 
your temper, and ſe moderate your deſires, ” = 
amidſt the viciſſitudes of life, that you" will 
look forward to the great giver ef it, With" 
gratitude and ſatifuction, the ru canndt 
give, nor take away. be ſecret” inſſuen- 
ces of divine grace will inlhabit your mind, 
and whether i in lie, or death, you WII have 
reaſon to cry out, Mhat is man that thou O 
God haſt ſuch reſpett unto vim, or the 15 fn 7 8 
that! thou fo regardefl bim N 
Theſe are not the wild ravings of cheling:: 
aſm, but the ſober dictates of a heart, which 
feels the great truths of the religion c of * Chrift! l 
Thoſe who are ſpiritually Blind, will not — 
but every one who has the moſt ordinary 
ſhare of common ſenſe; with piety, will under. 
Hand!“ If my tears, or the ſorrows of 'my 
heart, could waſh away the filthy film which 5 
obſtructs your f. piritual Wen, Jou wou 
ſoon behold your danger in being i negll- . 
gent! Vour proeraſtinating humor, your 

putting off That which is required to be 
done © continually through life, from day t. 
day, to the laſt moment of your revolv- 
| ing 


EY ] 


ing years, even mY your NN n moſt. 


uncertain Whether your faculties will then 


. admit;of its being a real ſpiritual fecrifice, 
is a folly: not to be deſcribed! How can 


you be ſure, you ſhall perform the duty AC + 


ceptably.i in That extremity ?' 1. the giver of 
life entitled only to the laſt dregs of it? Will it be 


accepted then, your, breath departing from you © 
when you had ſo often refuſed to offer this 


holy worſhip, in the fulneſs of your ſtrength; J 
or the prime and vigour of rn life? — 0 
impious folly, or inſanity! 7 3: 9 

T he thought of ſuch negligence muſt op- 
preſs the heart, not grown callous to religi- 


ous 1mprefſions, You are perſuaded that your 
ſoul is immortal: you are. convinced of this 


great truth, from the teſtimony of chen, 
revelation the almoſt univerſal voice of man 


kind through: the habitable earth allents: 


If the ſoul is immortal, pleaſure” or puin, 
in an immortal tate, muſt be its portion If the 
foul lives after death, it muſt be conſcious 


of its exiſtence, and therefore happy 6r miſer- 


able Contemplate the tremendous thought 
of eternity /—Rouſe, my friend, from your 


fleep of death, and let your confidence in 


the mercies of the great giver of life and 
im- 


immortality.” -1 inct aſe, as: ye | 
Thus will your ſpirit be n ten vou . 
1 forward in the bium joy, in the 
ſame degree and reren as you are 2 255 
8; to. the divine command. 9 8 
Suffer not the eyes of your: underſtan 
to be put out Let not the /ight. of your foul 
'be extinguiſbed J. Submit no longer to the 
| tyranny of. cuſtom . :—Oppoſe it like a true ſol- 
dier in Chriſt, and vanquith. the evil Which 
; rejgncth. i in you If you indulge. your heart 
in ies fooliſh negli gence, it will render ou 
deſpicable in your own eſteem : of this 
the ſhorteſt hiſtory of human life furniſhes a- 1 
bundant teſtimony. In a word, if you, having J 
contracted an evil habit, continue diſobe- 
dient to the voiee of the Lord, and the com- 
mands of; your Almighty Redeemer, you are. 
inen, — You. are loſt for ever . It it 
net my Calling to tell you this; but as your friend, 
and a believer. in. the. Nero Teflament, which I. 
have carefully examined ; and having received the 
: ſtrongeſi dſtimomy From other books, T. tell-you, 
If converſatign with | the biet and beſt men, 
clergy and laity, auring the courſe of half an 
hundred years, had not confirmed me in a this 1 
Le 1 . be \filent „ 
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This ve e rd Bi the. +) 
nal we ſhall have before we are ſummoned to + 690 


our tremendous! trial. That we are under bt 

ſentence of death, as ta this toorld, is s beyond „ 

diſpute? and it muſt ſoon be executed. Let _— 

us be watchful that the ſentence! of el „ 
6 death be not paſſed againſt us. 5 
VPou ſee Hot unwilling Tam to part Vith 1 
you, till Fou confefs yourſelf ſubdued to a 

ſenſe of reaſon, and the dEErees' of heaven = 
And before I takemy leave, let me mind 1 
pu of one thring further. Vou pray to be deli- 1 
vvoered from prefuniptuent fin}, leſt they ſhould 
get dominion over you. By preſuinptuous ſins be 
I conclude, the Pſalmiſt meant ſuch ſins 22 „ 

being in themſelves the moſt obvious; an . > 
—— moſt daring, deliver us over to What he "a 4 
; 5 ; calls, - „ impudem mind; and being * | | 
N ſteadily perſiſted in, againſt the light r che 


gl ſou}, become the molt offenſive to God. Ts | 

: not your negligent conduc? founded in preſump- * | * A i || 
; tuous fin ? Do you not perſy, Ain a fond Laroſumpe- 472: 
* tion, that it will be forgiven, tho' it is ſo | "23 

E ſtrong a proof of di lſobedience? You diſobey 


as often as you reaſon falſly, or neglect acom- —_+ 
mand, when you ought to obey the cleareſt 
* Wo ic, 5 ang 
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Nr 
5 ? 


9 ul intelligible inj Junction iel 
Dan you. ſay” you are innocent, with re- 4 
gar to a great offence, © when the crime is 
fuch,” that it excludes you from having any 
art in the advantages purchaſed by the Sa- 


4 vien# of mankind p If you dwell with vain 5 


perſons, and have fellowſhip with the 
deceitful children. of negligence, you. will fol- 


low their wicked example. Fly from thoſe who 
ſhew yon the way to perdition in the ne- 


glect of this A vine command 15 If you are 
Jiſe, fill up every minute of your time in per- 
forming ſome thſeful and pious duty, that having 


no. hour to be idle in temporal concerns, you 
may be habitually diligent in ſpiritual ones. 


If your heart is ſerrotoful, as it ought to be, 


with a conſciouſneſs of your negligence, ſup- 
plant it, by the joy of doing your duty,” There 
is no way of blunting the edge of painful and 

diſturbed thoughts, but by changing your 

mind, ſerving God, and promoting the good 


of mankind- Theſe are eſſential parts of his 
ſervice; : and to _ you muſt devote Tour! | 
heart. 

However. ptovidenes ſhall difpoſe of you, 


remember that the ' faſhion f this world i is paſ- 
| ” ng”. 


= a , EFT 

ML A wh 

= BW fg not and amidſt aff Far 5 8. 
„ viciſſitude of it, your mind may be fixed on © 


thoſe objects, from which alone true je 
ariſe, Be in heart a father to the orf 


F protector to the widow : defend the cauſe of the 


# ; 
6 7 


1 innocent, and do juffice to mankind ; 10 halt : 

: 5 your hopes ſpring up in the profluence of » ver- 

85 nal beauty and delight ; and your ſoul gro 

. | ripe for heaven. What ſolid pleaſu ure kan 
EY this poor world furniſh, unleſs the heart be 

75 devoted te God; and the deſires and affec- . 

#2 tions of it confined to ſuch objects as are ; 
" 8 pleaſing to him, who is the ſun of righteouſ- 5 
8 naeſs; the glorious luminary of the world; 
1 1 the Lord of nature; the Father and the : 

* | friend of mankind! the rewarder of the 

4 virtuous; and the awenging Judge, to puniſo 


the diſebedien children of men. © 1 
This muſt be the ff and 4% object of | 

your care: implore the aid of heaven, and 

ſay with the poet, (a) 


% 


« Love divine and Slows awe, 
My foul impreſs, while here I bow, 


Obedient to Fehovah's law, 4 
Performing ill my willing vb. | 
„ Dun 


8 (a) Written by a lady. 


53 310 1 i WE : 
5 : 11 ve, Lord Hi bear my pray'r 
epa. joy—my arrows {arm's 
MT. a the wondrous love declare, 
5 ich . wounds for "YE T7, mourn, 


55 foul ep in 1 to u 1 
And longs to quit this vital breath : | 
Fer purer ſcenes of peace and love, 2 Sp 
7 er the mighty teacher Death, 78 


» Oo 


" * 
"=: 11 


| ine, y ening grace 2 lain, 


o 


His, s form. terrific fades ae ; | 


7 


For For /ti 7 the cherub Faith remains oft 
e guide to yy day 225 a l 


. 


07. Han V7 It with heart ek 
Th 1 2 and thy love explore < 


o love fill joining awful fear, 
And fervently with zeal adore ! 


Thee, ſource divine of endleſs praiſe, 
Whoſe mercies ever will endure < 

For great and juſt are all thy ways, 
Ever faithful, ever ſure | Ps, v A 


2 


Think of yourſelf as a frail _ indigent be- 
ing, yet enjoying the promiſe of everlaſting life. 
Forget not your own dignity and e a 
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N gi. by” 5 
forfeit not your felicity by fall and TER | 
Bend your ſoul with Pomages and ſtartle at 
the approach of Sin? een 2999, 22. e 
The celebration of this tin ian ebnete 
teach you no unwarrantable confidence 
After performing this duty, we all acknoty- 
ledge, that although by the mercies of God, 
we have been partakers of this holy communion, 
we are unworthy through our manifold fans | ta 
offer any ſacriſice; but we beg it will plegſe the _ 
Almighty to accept our bounden"uuty ani ſervice, © 7 
not weighing our merits, but patdaning bum of- 
| fences, implying that we dg not t protend'ta, any 
merit in the caſe, our beſt performances being 
defective. But if we obe him, Chrift has Aar 
ed us of his favour and goodneſs; and as 
members of the body of his church, we are 
of the bleſſed company of the faithful, and 
| heirs, through hope, of the everlaſting king- 
dom, which he has purchaſed by his paſſion 
and death. We therefore hope to continue 
in that holy fellowſhip, and to do ſuch good 
works of faith, hope, and charity, as he has 
prepared for us to walk in. os 
Is there any thing in this to which you 


can find ground of objection, unleſs it be 
D ſuch 
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* alſo rikes at the root of Chr; lia | 
or ſuppoſes that we may obtain ee . 
whether we obey Cbriſi or not. 10 
A dear friend, I bid you farewell, in 1 
H you will immediately ſet about the buſineſs of 
Four ſalvation z and hereafter ſo direct your 
ways, that in the final. iſſue you may not be 
confounded ; but hiding the words of God in yaur 
heart, ceaſe to ſin, either by the commiſſion . 
of evil, or the omiſſion of goed. - And above 
all, that you may not be any longer guilty of 
the impious, fooliſh negligence, comprehended in 
your abſence from the table of our Lord! _ 
Turn from ſo /rameſul and impenitent ” 
n Read the oracles of God, contain- 
ed in the hiſtory of Chriſt, his apaftles and 
cuangel As. Attend to what is delivered by the 
miniſters of the goſpel of Chriſt, and preſent to 
your mind's eye the tremendous' proceſs of 
+ judgment at the throne of God] peu do net 
obey his commands, on. what principle can you 
make any defence, or petition the Lord of mercy. 
fer pardn? How will you avoid pleading 
guilty, or ward off the ſentence of eternal 


Juſtice? 
2 - 


mind! Repent and humble your ſoul to the 


you, and requires your gratitude, and remem- 


thus only, will you find reſt unto your ſoul; 


Cbriſi, may you be admitted into a partici- 


ebe 


Think, hilft the day of 8 is ſtill per- 
mitted ! Suffer not the rebuke of your own 


auſt / Exert your reſolution, and corre others” 
alſe, that He by whoſe ſtripes you were heal- 


ä)——U— 91 OO NE rar ts — —— = 


N ed, after bearing your griefs, and carrying your | 2 
forrows ; being wounded for your tranſgreſſions, 4.38 2 


and bruiſed for your iniquittes, may not through 
your accumulated crimes,. and the madneſs of 
your negligence, leave you in the hands of the 
ſon of perdition! —Forſake your evil habits, 
and gi ve proof of . An as MY; of 
heart. 69 4 
Thus may you, my friend find favour in tis ; 
ſight, who hath done ſuch mighty things for 


brance of them, in the way he hath appointed, 
even by partaking of his laft Supper. Thus, and 


and by the blood and «celeſtial mercy of 
pation of his joys, in his. glorious Kingdom, 


where pleaſure {its inthroned for ever and 
eyer! EY $I 
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Arne kits and eternal God, the light 


EB. 
It gs 


$3 


7 Bw ts F.E * 3. a 
Fer the Morning. 5 1 | 


of the day, and the breath of all that 


lives] From the riſing fun-to the midnight 


' darkneſs, let me, O merciful God and Father 


| of ny life, adore and worſhip thee! In wif. 


dom haſt thou ordained that man ſhall go. 
forth to his labour unto the evening: In 
every hour of my life let me offer up my 


. prayers. O thou univerſal omnipreſent Lord. 


cheer me with the rays of thy mercy, and 


— 8 gui de me in thy righteous paths, that in my 
goings out and comings in; I may adore thy 


glorious name; and finally end my tranſt- 
ent days, in ſure and certain hopes of a joy- 
ful reſurrection! This I beg in the name of 
Feſus Chrift my bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
in whoſe comprehenſive words 1 addreſs 1 


throne of mercy. 


Our Father, Kc. 


| O God, behold thy fervant who is . 
humble tribute of my thanks, for this and. 
all thy mercies f Grant me thy favour, that i in. 


all my ſteps, I may remember thee, my God, 


ſhadow. of thy protection, that I may praile , - 4 


that knowing my duty, I may diſcharge it, 


and render my life one continued prayer / 


pray! 


A, : a *# 
80 : * 
; „„ 4 : 
5 0 7 1 * 72 b b 
5 n 4 13 


o. ue fr the Morning. 


from the death of ſleep! accept the "2 


my Father, and my Friend Keep me under the 


thee as long as I have any being, "Give me 
grace, that I may flandin awe, and fin not; but 
taking heed to my ways, ſuffer not my eyes 
to wander, nor my thoughts to ſtray within 
the boundaries of iniquity ! Let the bright 
example of my bleſſed Redeemer be ever 
preſent to my mind, and a due ſenſe of. thy _ 
awful majeſty continually poſſeſs my heart, i - 


with. a ſtrict attention to thy holy word, 


This I beg,. O God of mercy, for the ſake af 
Jeſus © Chriſi my Redeemer, in W name I 


Our Father, Ec. 


.. 
2 


eo. 
os. LE Ws ns et Me Dh ei Zobd? 
e 
I n = — * nn * 
4 L o : 1 
** 


* 9 5 
0 _ 
— ' Fe 

wy 
= I" 25 

— . 1 
* * 2 2 ". * 
=, — "I 


LY 


_— 
OE 
* * 3 
* 


, bs 1 — : ” o , 
a b SW | ; * 
14 7 7 1 
* . 5 5 | # F * 7 * ; * . 
$ x © F ? Bo, 
*., 8 8 : 
7 3 N a + þ 5 8 OE f 
* ” * Y — - 4 * * « 
\ > $ n a e 8 7 "a TW, * 7 75 
* 8 5 BW. 11 2 
» = 75 ? ke 
N & : , 5 
f £ 


ire » for the Mor 1 


Gene me, O God, a deep ſenſe of * gratitude 


for this inſtance of thy mercy in granting 
me another day of trial Teach me to ſub- 


mit, with an humble and contrite ſpirit, to 


15 9 5 thy providence ſhall ordain'; ; that in 
the higheſt flow of proſperity, or the loweſt 


thy mercy ; and ſo conduct myſelf through 


this valley of ſin and ſorrow, that finally, by 
the merits of . Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour, I may reach thy NN man- 


ſions! 


Our Father &c. 1 | Wo 
Or fourth for the Arni. 


riſing from the bed of ſleep I proſtrate my- 


ebb of affiiction, I may live in the hopes of 


| O Almighty ruler of the earth; of whole choad. 1 
F neſs and power all the glories of this 
world, are but the fainteſt ſhadows : thus. 


ſelf before thee and direct my prayer, looking 


with longing eyes towards thy mercy's ſeat ! 
Lead me, O Lord, in the paths of thy righ- 


teouſneſs, and make me ſo to attend to thy 
| righteous 


5a 
es. 1 
„„ 
8 


# 


„„ 1 


Ae ways, that I may not periſh thro? 


my own imaginations, nor the multifude of 
their ungodlineſs whoſe hearts are ſet ta do 
evil. Aſſiſt me with thy grace in all the cons - 

ficts of my ſoul, and the trials I may ſuffer, ot 
that I may rejoice in the love of thy holy 


name. This I beg through Feſus Chrift my 


bleſed Lord and ee in e name 1 | 


pray! | | 1 ine! 2 WEE: 3 if . 
Our Father, de. 5 
85 | | 
Or fin for the e 


e Father, almighty and werlofting 
Ged, who haſt ſafely brought-me to the - 


beginning of this day; mercifully guide and 
protect me ! Let thy good providence be 


always over me, and the grace of thy holy 
ſpirit direct me to do what is right and juſt 
in thy fight, through Jeſus Chriſt my bleſ- 
fed Lord and. Redeemer, i in whoſe name, and 


the comprehenfive meaning of his words, I 
offer up my prayer E 


Our Father, &c. 34 5 
| = Fir 


8 W 


YE - t 2 1 


Fig for the * 


* Limighty Lord of li , who haſt Wet | 
to this night, look down from thy glory, 
and behold me with the eyes of thy mercy ! 
| Grant me grace that I may now fall down 
before thy throne, and worſhip thee with an 
active willing mind. Though the ſun with- 
draws his light, let not the darkneſs of fin 
overwhelm me. Deliver me, O Lord, from | 
the anxious cares and delufive pleaſures of 
this tranſient ſcene, that I may retire to reſt 
in a ſafe and peaceful habitation. ' Cheriſh in 
my heart a ſteady hope of thy mercies, that as 
my hours roll on, my love of thee, and my 
charity for my fellow - creatures, may in- 
creaſe] Grant this, O Lord, for the ſake of 
Feſus Chrift, in whoſe bleſſed name 1 addreſs | 
the throne of thy mercy ! 1 r 


Our Babe. 5 {gun 49 e 
oy ns x al 1 
1 Or frond far: the Fonda SY 


37 Off merciful God, who haſt OY mein | 
ſafety to the concluſion of this day, for- 


give the manifold tranſgreſſions I have been 
guilty of, Grant me ſuch a meafure of 
" „ | thy 4 


1 319 51 7 
thy grace, that oppoſing my evil W | 
"4 tions, I may war againſt the ſins which fo 
© i cafily beſet me; and beholding the beauty 
3 of holineſs, and delighting in thy ſervice, | -., 
| my heart may at length become a pleaſ- 


— oa 


t ing offering to thee, Graciouſly accept it, 

* O Lord, that thy favour may return with.” _ 

. joy into my own boſom, and render me a 

1 faithful diſciple of my bleſſed Lord, and 

f through his merits obtain W pardon. A 

'Y Our Father, Ke. | 3 „ 2 
5 Or third for the kunt 1 : % : : 
M OST glorious and carmel Father, the al- 
* mighty preſerver of all thy creatures, 

j who haſt given them but a ſhort, time to 

M dwell on earth, let my life be devoted to 


thee! Day by day I worſhip thee, O God, 
and when the night returns O keep me mind- 
ful to offer up the joyful incenſe of my 
heart! Satisfy my ſpiritual and, temporal 2 
wants, and let my prayers bring ſuch x 
comfort to my ſoul, that it may triumph in 5 
the hopes of the eternal weight of glory 
which thou haſt prepared for thy faithful ſer- 
vants. Grant, that by charity to the ſouls 
. and 


— 


and bodies of my . iy may 


* 


8 oy 320 x 


tmitate the example of thy dear Son. Let 
his ſufferings ſo fulfil the end of his coming, 
that I may look forward to my proper home, 
and through his precious blood JO of ** 


Slory! , 


Our Father, &c. 


© For Tudoftry and Reſignation to Providence. 


O Lord Almighty, who haſt ordained, 
thy unchangeable decrees, that man ſhall 
eat his bread in toil and labour, give me, I 
beſeech thee, a thoughtful and induſtrious 
diſpoſition. Let my diligence and innocency 
go hand and hand, and miniſter to their mu- 
tual ſupport. Remove from me all tempta- 
tions to evil, and teach.me an entire ſub- 
miſſion to thy will. Give me a ſpirit of love 
and fear and obedience, with ſuch apprehen- 


4 ſions of an humble condition, that the life of 


my bleſſed Saviour, and his glorious example, 
may appear with a far brighter luſtre than 
any earthly glory! This I beg, O Lord, 


for his ſake who redeemed this ſinful world. 


Amen. 


Far 


t 


85 


1 1 


For Fidelity in Servitule. 


0 Lord the righteous dy of men, let thy fear me 


be always before mine eyes, that I may 
faithfully diſcharge my duty, and never fall 
under thy diſpleaſure, Thy all-piercing 
eyes, O Lord, behold my inmoſt thoughts, 
and minuteſt actions! Let not indolence 


| nor falſehood betray my ſoul ! Create in me 
ſuch zeal in my duty, that my conduct to- 


wards my maſter (a) may expreſs my grati- 
tude, for all the mercies, which thou haſt 
vouchſafed unto me. Let my fidelity and 
reſpect towards him be apparent in his 50 
ſight, that I may delight in promoting his 
proſperity ; and our united endeayours ad- 
vance thy glory, and the happineſs of man- 


kind. Give him; O God, a juſt ſenſe of his 


eternal obligations to-ju/tice and piety, tempe- 


rance, and every other Uriue, that he may not 
by any evil conduct diſturb the repoſe of my 


ſoul, but render my ſincerity towards bim 
the more acceptable to thee. This I beg, ; 
O merciful F ather, for * Chrift his ſake. 


Amen, 


1 „ - a 
(a) Or miſtreſs, 3) Or her. 
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Por Obedience 10 Parent: 
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7) nne Lord and FEE Father, who 
_ delighteſt i in the obedience of thy chil- 
Uien; give me a meek and contrite ſpirit, that 
imitating the humility of my Lord and Sa- 
viour, I may obtain ſuch reſt to my ſoul, and 
peace of mind, as the world cannot give, 
Inſpire my Bert with an utter abhorrence of 
.undutifulneſs and di liſobedience, falſehood and 
. evaſion ; and let me dare to confeſs the 
truth, to thoſe who have a right to re- 
quire it. Remove from me pride and 
haughtineſs, and teach me how to ſupport 
my ſelf under all circumſtances ; ; that with 
patience and reſolution, and ſingleneſs of 
| Heart, I may ſubdue evil with good, and 
poſſeſs my ſoul in tranquility, Make me 
diligent in performing my duty, and pa- 
tient under reproof, that my gratitude. and 
. obedience to my parents may be accepted 6 
obedience to thee. Let my conſcience be al- 
ways void of offence towards thee, and my 


ere ; 15 b the follies © 
and 


: F 5 


acquit myſelf with applauſe in thy ſight, O 
God, and receive the great reward which 
thou haſt promiſed in Jeſus Chrift my * 


Saviour and en Amen. 


For * then 


* human race, who in mercy didſt ſend 


thy beloved Son to vit, in/irue?, and redeem 


thy fallen creatures, protect I beſeech thee 


the miniſters and ſtewards of thy goſpel. 
Give them the peace and comforts of this 
world, and a joyful proſpect of a life to come; 


that having the true knowledge and under- 


ſtanding of thy word, we may enjoy the reli- 


gion of Chriſt in its genuine purity. Grant 


that they; leading their lives according to 


the bleſſed hopes whereunto they are called, 
may by their perſuaſive eloquence, and pious 


example, their chriſtian zeal, and pure be- 
nevolence, ſow the ſeeds of thy word in 


our hearts, that we may all bring forth the 


fruits of repentance and true holineſs, and 


—_ the harveſt of immortal Joy! This T 
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Fer Knowledge, Faith, and Charity, © 


| God eternal! whoſe: kingdom ruleth 
over all things, have mercy on me a 
frail, unknowing, indigent Being. Give me 
ſuch a meaſure of thy grace, that I may not 
render myſelf incapable of the ' happineſs 


thou haſt purchaſed for me, through Chriſt 


my Saviour! Grant me diligently to learn, 
and piouſly obſerye the great truths of 
thy goſpel. Enlighten my heart, and baniſh 
from it all infidelity, and perverſeneſs. Ex- 

tend thy compaſſion, O Father; to thoſe who 
are held in the bondage of ſin; and by their 
own negligence, and evil diſpoſition, ſit in 
darkneſs, and under the ſhadow of death, re- 
ſiſting the light which ſhineth around them! 


Influence their hearts, O God, that they may 


ſee and deplore their ſinfulneſs; and return 
to their obedience. Let thy good providence 
extend to all nations, that the earth may be 
filled with the knowledge of thee, the only 

| ny God, 


PE 
God, nd of Feſus Chriſt thy Son; in whoſe | * 
bleſſed name I offer e ee, 5 


Our Father Ae. wy eat 


Br nue and baue. : ; 


. 


h 

1 2 Ather Mis: 1 down on the web 4 
ag of thy hands! Look on me, fading as the 
Xt flower of the field! Man who unfoldeth his 
1 

ſt 


beauty i in youth, or flouriſhes in the vigour © "2 | 
of age, if the breath of thy diſpleaſure paſſeth _ 


ly over him he bows his drooping head and 

f mingles with his natiye duſt ; the place of his 
h nativity is known no more! O God, humble 
- my ſoul in thy preſence ! | Teach me to caſt 
8 away all preſumptuous thoughts, that! I may : 
r abide in thy merey, thro' the interceſſion of 


thy dear Son, and become a faithful ſervant - 
to my great Lord and Maſter | —0 Almighty 
| Fehovah! Let the bright beams of thy mercy, . 
and thy word, which abideth for ever, light- 
en my paths, and deliver me from everlaſting - 
darkneſs 10 God, behold the humiliation of © 
my, ſoul ! Look on thy ſupplicating erea- 
ture, who implores thy mercy | Let not my. 3 
Ee 3 „ 


if 26 15 / 

4 hour of repentance paſs away like 2 a viſion; ; 
but embracing. the offer of thy goodneſs, bet 
me fly from my ſins, into the arms of thy 
mercy ! This I beg, O Almighty Protector, 
my Friend, my Father, and my God | This 
I beg for the ſake of him, who ſubdued the 
powers of death and the grave, and 1 
ed over the ſon of perdition ! 1 


5 | 
2 75 5 4 be: 


Ver Thankſgi Nike 


leid Lord, who filleſt dats with 
thy preſence, how ſhall my heart ſhew 
forth thy praiſe !— Thy mercy reacheth unto. 
the heaven of heavens ! Thy righteouſneſs is 
as the ſtrong mountains: and thy judg- 
ments deeper than the profound abyſs. O 
God, how excellent is thy mercy towards all 
the children of men, who put their truſt in 

thee, and reſt under the ſhadow of thy wings! 
Give me to drink of thy pleaſures as the 


ſpring of eternal liſe, and in the contempla- 3 


tion of thy glory, look towards the bright- 
neſs of eternal day O ſhew thy loving kind- 
neſs unto me, that my heart may ling of thy 


#3. | EE merey 


"FD. We | 


Im 1 


mercy and truth Grant this, 0 righteous 2. 
ther, for his ſake, who now an at _ me” 
hands in n'glory OR i 
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M 0 8 = merciful: God, By A Fa—- 


ther, who didſt ſend thy only Son into 
the world, to ſave mankind ; I beſeech thee to 
diſpoſe my heart to true repentance. Keep me 
in ſuch a ſtate of conſtant watchfulneſs and 
humility, that l may guard the avenues tomy. 


heart. Shut my eyes againſt all objects that 
may polute my imagination, or divert my 


thoughts from thee ] Suffer me not to be en- 
tangled in the ſnares of the world, and the 
luſts which war againſt the ſoul, that I may 
live in thy fear and love, and die in the hope 
of thy mercy! This I. beg, O merciful Lord, 
for the. ſake of Tj Gare my Redeemer! . 


8 Charity. Si v2l 5 t 


Traighty Lad of. mercy, who art ever 

' watchful over thy creatures; I beſeech 
toes BY me a true zeal for thy glory. 
Create 


* 


y RB. as 
—_— = = 
+} 3 =, 
No 


| Create in my heart a deep fonts” of FE: "FE 
ſery of them who are ignorant and walk in 


them inſtruction with gentleneſs and zeal, 
Make me the inſtrument of thy providence, O- 


Lord, in bringing them to a true ſenſe of their 
guilt, that through thy mercy forſaking the 


Lord ng Redeemer |. 7 5 8 


. Preparation * recei ving the | Sacrament... 


with the ſpiritual food of the precious body 
and blood of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus Chri ">; 


— 


t 


darkneſs. Grant that 1 maydelight in giving 


evil of their doings, they, Fer live in thy fa- 
your, and die in hopes o everlaſting happi- 
neſs. Grant this, I beſeech thee, O God, for 
the ſake of Feſus Chriſt my moſt merciful: | 


CY 


Aries Hat moſt Af God, who i in 
compaſſion. to mankind doôſt feed them 


accept the commemorative. ſacrifice I intend 
to offer. Let no vain excuſe or unrighteous 
pretence divert me from this my bounden 
duty Thou Lord art graciouſly pleaſed to 
aſſure me of thy favour and goodneſs ; and 


that [ am.an heir, through faith and obedience, . 


to. 


. 329 "ns 
to > thy e kingdom ['I beſeech thee, 


Heavenly Father, to aſſiſt me with thy grace, 


that I may devoutly perform this duty; and 
do all ſuch works as thou commandeſt; and 
walking in thy paths, finally obtain the pro- 


miſe thou haſt made to thy faithful ſervants, 


in my wess Lord and e Je * Chri 1956 * 


For bl. and Gratitud for Marcie revived. 


Alete: a ls God N by whoſe wiſe. : 

dom I was formed in the womb; by 
whoſe providence I have been ſupported ;- 
and by whoſe mercy, through the merits of 
Chriſt, the gates of heaven are ſet open tos 


me! Give me grace to embrace the terms of 


ſalvation recorded in the goſpel of Chrift.” 
Suffer me, O gracious Father, toapproach thy 
throne, and in humble gratitude to acknow- 
ledge my unworthineſs of the leaſt of thy 
mercies! Thou haft been pleaſed that I 
ſhould be born in a country where thy true 
worſhip is eſtabliſhed, and the laws reſtrain 


from ſavage barbarity of manners. For ever 


bleſſed be thy name, that my parents were 
Chriſtians, and inſtilled into my mind the Cbri- 


ö x, 33 I 5 
frian faith 1 Thou haſt preſerved miplif@amida- 2 
the ſnares, the follies, and iniquities with 
which I have been environed. Thy mercies 
have been greater than my ſins! Graciouſly 
accept my gratitude, for the frequent op- 
portunities given me of commemorating 
the death of my Redeemer, in merey bring-- 
ing the bread of life, even to my door! Thy 
providence hath never forſaken me: not have 
| I been expoſed to temptation, but ſtill thy 
hand unſeen hath ſuccoured me - G!“ 
what return ſhall I make unto thee, for all 
theſe inexpreſſible mereies |—Loſt in admi» 
ration and ſelf-abaſement, I commemorate: 
thy goodneſs to me! Through thy grace L 
implore thy mercy for my fellaw-creatures,, 
that they may believe in Chrift, and obey 
bis laws, and finally receive their reward: 
in thine everlaſting kingdom! O Lord, 
take me under thy gracious protection |: 
Subdue my ſenſual lufts ; over-rule my turbu-. 
lent paſſions, and bring my whole mind into: 
ſubjection to thy will; that 1 may ſerve. 
thee with faithfulneſs in this world, and at 
length, by thy mercy, praiſe thee eternally in 
the regions of the bleſſed! This I beg, for. 
the ſake of Jeſus Chrift my Redeemer. 


Far 


0 Eternal F. ather, ſupreme Lord, and g- 
vernor of all things, the hope of the ends 
of the earth, and the truſt of thoſe who be- 


lieve in the reſurrection of the dead | I im- 


plore Thee to hear my prayer, and protect 
thy ſervant. whom thy providence hath ap- 


pointed to be our king. Let juftice and 
mercy ſupport his throne, and guide his ſteps, 


that whilſt he ſerves thee with awe, he may 


rule us with underſtanding and an upright 


heart! Let his example influence our future 
kings, and generations yet unborn bleſs the 
glories of his time! — Shower down thy 
choiceſt bleſſings on his Queen, his children, 
his family, and ſervants. Inſtruct his coun- 


ſellors, and teach the legiſlative body of 


theſe realms, the wiſdom and probity their 
ſtations require at their hands. And I beſeech 


thee alſo to bleſs the clergy, that thy goſpel 
be diligently taught, and thy true worſhip be- . 
ing eſtabliſhed in our hearts, the King may 


enjoy a long. and happy reign ! And when 


his 


* TP — 


| his life ſhall end, Ts din "by e to! the 
regions of everlaſting felicity, through the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt the Lord "08 ſove- 


reign of the univerſe - 


| Fur my Country. 


Orrect us, O Lord, but not in thine anger, i 
| leſt we periſh for ever ! Let not corrup- 
ia, prodigality, nor diſſipation, longer pre- 

vail amongſt us! Grant, O God, that I may 
cultivate a jut ſenſe of my duty to myſelf, 
my country, and mankind, rendering my 
knowledge, and temporal goods, my labour 
and induſtry, ſubſervient to the true ends of 
liberiy, government, and the glory of thy 
name] — Teach me to apply my heart to 
folid wiſdom, that the things which belong 
to the peace and welfare of my country may 
never be eſtranged from it. Grant, O Lord, 
that my fellow- ſubjects may conſider, in 
this their day, that in thee alone is happineſs 
here below, and in well-grounded confi- 
dence of thy mercy, the joyful proſpe& of 
eternity | — Aſſiſt me to diſcharge thy will 
on earth, as it is done in heaven! — Theſe 

4 Sis and 
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and all other thy mercies, O * F. ather; 
beg in the name of thy dear Son, who 


2 from heaven to reform mankind, and 
| W gone as a ſacrifice to > redeem the 


0 Lonk, 3 e 70 the earth, 

] beſeech thee. to incline the hearts of all 
the rulers. of-the. land, to candour, probityy 
and zeaP for the public good 7 Let their paſs 


ſions yield obedience to the dictates of their 
reaſon, that no ambition nor avarice z no impa- 


tience of control, nor the infernal rage of 


party prejudice, - may threaten evil to the 
ſtate, . or prevent our encreaſe in national 
ſafety and honouf. Let deliberate, active, 


and conflitutional- councils prevail, with ſuch 
energy and uprightneſs in government, 
as ſhall be productive of internal peace, na- 


tional juſtice, and the preſervation of the 


laws of kindneſs and humanity. Let thy 
grace, O God, deſcend on the heart of every 
ſubject, that the remoteſt parts of this empire 

F f may 
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may be guided by wiſdom: . and whatever 
thy.providence ſhall ordain, with regard 
the period of our earthly glory, let my fel⸗ 
low ſubjects look forward to that celeſtial 
ſtate, where everlaſting peace and joy are ſeats 
ed in triumph, at the right hand of thy eter- 
nal throne ! Hear me, O righteous God and Fa- 
ther of my life, and forſake us not, for. the 
ſins and iniquities we have committed; 
nor let the ſword of thy vengeance "prey 
on our diſtempered ſouls !—Mercifully hear 
the prayers of thy people; and let them offet 
up the incenſe of their hearts, at the altars 
of our bleſſed Lord and Redeemer ! Let 
them conduct their lives, by the laws of thy 
perfect righteouſneſs ; and beholding” the 
things which belong to their peace; ſo 
paſs their days on earth, as to arrive at the 
full enjoyment of the glorious felicity of thy 
preſence.! Unworthy as I. am of the leaſt of 
thy mercies, accept my prayer, O God! 
Thou who art the God of mercy, and the hopes 
of the ends of the world, let all the earth 
- adore Thee, thou ie, thou /aff, thou ſelf- 

exiſting God] O Father of Spirits, let the 
all-ſufficient ſacrifice offered on the croſs 
4 . | for 
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for be n of the whole world, atone for the 
offences of my country 3 that our future obe- 


dience to the laws of Chri/t, may, through 


his precious blood, oO LY, e at. 08 
throne of 2 mereyl 9 


. Refgnation i in ,. 5 


Aua and moſt 3 God: in | mh 
hands are the appointments of life and 


| death, grant that I may perceive. thy juſtice 


and mercy in this viſitation ; that I may look 
up to thee for frength to, bear, and grace to 
profit by it. I receive it as a ſcourge for my 


ſins, and a medicine to heal the diſeaſes of my 


ſoul! Grant, O Lord, it may anſwer theſe 
ends, that truſting in thy gracious promiſes, 
I may behave myſelf ſubmiſſively, patiently, 


and devoutly. And if it be thy plgaſure to re- 


ſtore me to health, let me be con ant in ſend- 
ing up my heart in praiſe and g gratitude to 
the leading the reſidue of my 24 in thy ſer⸗ 
vice, and to "thy glory.+ But if it be thy will 
I ſhould now die, =O merciful Father, forgive 
me!] Forgive 'my manifold tranſgreſſ ons, and 


ſo prepare my ſoul, that I may ſtand accepted 
"OS. before 
bes. 
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who died on the Croſs, for * ne mad 
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Fr Pardon if Sins in Rad of Death. 


| Fitter of om and men, almighty Lord and 


Creator of univerſal Being, in whom do 
live the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, let 


the blood of that immaculate Lamb which 


was ſhed for the fins of the world, waſh 


away the defilements 1 have contraQted, that 
my ſoul may be acceptable in thy fight! O 
Lord of life, and Sgviour of the world, for- 
give my tranſgreſſions ! Plead thou my cauſe 
at the throne of mercy, and receive me into 

everlaſting bliſs! Amen. 5 


HAS» 


F. or the Same. 


H E A R me, almighty and merci 4 Fa- 

ther, and extend thy goodneſs to, thy 
ſervant, Sanctify, I beſeech thee, all thy 
eorrections to me, that the ſenſe of my weak- 


neſs, in my preſent condition, may add 
ftrength to my faith, and ſeriouſneſs to my 


repentance. Give me grace fo to take thy vi- 


ſitation, that after this painful life is ended, 


; La : | | 1 may 


\ 


1 1 * 


I may dwell with thee in everlaſting happi- 
neſs, through the merits of my — Re- 
deemer 18 Cbri mn Amen. 43% 
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O Lend the freie, and the life, in whom 
_ = whoſoever truſteth, ſhall never [ſuffer _ 
eternal death, ſhed thy influence on my heart, 


that, beholding my days paſſing away like a 


| ſhadow, I may improve every hour of the 


remainder of my life, and recover the pre- 


cious time I have loſt! Inſtruct me, O God 


sf wiſdom, how to prepare myſelf for That 
hour, when I ſhall appear before thy judg- 


ment-ſeat ! Full of the hopes of a bliſsful im- 


mortality, let me rather defire than dread my 


diſſolution. Thy eternal decree is paſt; and 


it is appointed to man once to die; O teach 
me to meet the king of terrors without diſ- 
may: teach*me to receive him as a welcome 
meſſenger, that whether early or late, I may 
Joyfully obey thy- ſummons | This I beg, for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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. ſupreme, to whom all fleſn bt 
come Thou to whoſe command all na- 
ture is obedient, and the whole hoſt of hea- 


a, look down from thy glory, and give me 
2 gracious influence of thy ſpirit, that I may 
conftantly bend my thoughts to thee; ang 
with a pure and active mind, hail thee uni- 
verſal Lord! Thou who art the breath and 
ſupport of all that lives, let my ſpirit unite 
with my words, that my prayers may bring 


health and comfort to my ſoul, whilſt the con- 
templation of thy boundleſs mercies wipes 
the tears from my eyes, and fills my heart 


with the joy. Grant me ſuch. a meaſure 
of thy grace, that I may war with my 
propenſities to ſin; and through faith in 
Chrift eheriſh the coinfirtablo* hope,. that 
when my ſoul ſhall leave this earthly taber- 
nacle, thou wilt receive me into thoſe happy 


manſions, where millions proſtrate themſelves 


before the glorics of thy throne, and ſhine as 
| ; 0 = 


Le i IS e ße 
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Wy 339. 7 5 A 
the ſtars of RE wg Thus proſtrate before 
thy mercy's ſeat, I implore thy pardon for 


my paſt offences in W name of J. 9 | 


my n It 8 
E * 6h cr, n 2 
For Ene, of the Labbath,. Ern 


0 Lorf ws OG God. who * 


vadeſt the eſſence of all created Beings 


in eld wonderful order, let the awful ho- 

mage due to thy glory exerciſe my reaſon and 
my faith, and every faculty of my ſoul exert 

itſelf in thy praiſe! Grant that my willing 


eps may tread the hallowed floor of thy 


temples, and the habitation appointed for 


thy public worſhip, As the Sabbath-day 
returns, may I joyfully ſeek thy preſence, and 
never dare to offend thee through any want 
of devotion. I beſeech thee to receive. my 
prayers on this day, peculiarly' devoted to 
thy ſervice, in commemoration of the mighty 


works of creation, and our redemption by the 


blood of Chri/t, and his propitiatory ſacrifice, 
Accept my profoundeſt thanks for the won- 
derful manifeſtation of thy mercy and good- 
neſs in all the diſpenſations of thy provi- 

tence, 
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give an comple * reverence for thy awful 5 
and ſolemn command to keep it holy! Thus 


may I be rendered an inſtrument in thy 


bands, and adminiſter to the preſervation of G 


generations yet unborn ; that my fellow ſub- 
jects may never fall from thee, nor ceaſe ta 
truſt in Jeſus Chrin thy Son, with thy holy 


Spirit, in whom all glory and —— center 
in ons God bleſſed N Ban nf ; 


HT, 


— 


* # 


Graun me, O Father, to triumph in the 


thought of being delivered from the poſ- 


fibility of offending thee ! Thou art gracious, 
merciful, and tender; give me reſolution to 


look forward beyond the grave; and to be- 
hold, with an equal mind, all the fleeting 


joys and tranſient miſeries of the preſent life 


1 have offended thee in unnumber'd inſtan- 


ces! I have left undone thoſe things which I | 
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cal to PEAR . Lys have done thoſe 


things I ought; not to have done There is 
no righteouſneſs in me, O G0 == But thou, 
Lord, art the ſpring of mercy, and the ſtream 
" "ou infinite love, to thoſe, who are ſorrowful 

and repent ! O Bleſſed" 1 Redeemer of the world, 
who didſt pay the ranſom for repentant ſin- 


ners, and brakeſt the ſhackles of ſin and the | 
grave, direct my ſteps towards the manſions 55 


of eternal bliſi; and bring me with joy into 
the preſence of my Father * my God! Amen. 


Second for a batt Death. 


God, whole bleſſed Son was Gi 

that he might triumph over death; de- 
ſtroy the works of the devil, and make men 
heirs of eternal life; grant, I beſeech thee, 
that having this hope, I may be purified in 
body and ſoul ; that when he ſhall appear 
again in his power and glory, I may be re- 
ceived into his eternal and glorious kingdom ; 
where with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, he liv- 
eth and reigneth, ever one God, world without 
end! Amen. 
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150 K dn, Lord, Ben a ine 1 
phant glory, and behofd me a miferable 
finer proſtrate before thee ! Teach me to 
cConſider how bort a time 1 have to live, and 
bo full of trouble it may be. As L came 
up, ſo muſt T be cut down like a flower, flee- 
| ing as it were a ſhadow,' and never continu- 
ing in one ſtay. In the midſt of life I am in 
death : of whom ſhall I ſeek for ſuccour, but 
of thee, O Lord; although for my fins thou 
art juſtly diſpleaſed ! —Thou knoweſt all the 
ſecrets of 'my heart; ſhut not thy merciful 
ears to my imperfe@ prayers ! O Crit, thou 
moſt worthy judge eternal, deliver -me not-to 
_ everlaſting deſtruction; nor ſuffer me, at my 
laſt hour, for any pains of death, to fall from 
ee? Amen. ee FRF * 8 


Fourth Ft a happy Death. 


Almighty Lord and Father of Spirits, 1 FR 
ſeech thee give me a right fenfe of my 
condition that whilſt I ſurvive ſuch daily 
: ſpectacles 


heart to holy ànd heaven | 
the end I may be received into life ded; 
ing, thro' the merits and interceflion of the 
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Great High Prigft, even Jeſus Chri 8 thine 


only Son our Lord. Anen. 


For a happy Reſurrection. 
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0 Merciful God, the Father of our Lord Fe- 


ſus Chriſt, who is the reſurrection and 
the life, in whom whoſoever liveth and be- 


lieveth, ſhall not die eternally ; who hath alſo 
taught me by his holy Apoſtle, not to be ſor- 


rowful as one without hope, for them who 


ſleep in him; I mieekly beſeech thee, O Fa- 


ther, to raiſe me from the death of ſin, unto the 
life of righteouſneſs, that when I ſhall depart 
this life, I may reſt in him; and at the reſur- 


refion at the laſt day, be found acceptable in 
thy ſight, and receive the hing he will pro- 
nounce to all who love and fear thee : Come 
ye bleſſed children of my Father, receive the king- 


dom 


E END. 
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